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T | Fire Inves-

/|  tigation

_Citiz'na gen-rslly are expressing
thewr lv-s very strongly oa ihe
: ul efficiency. in conoeetion
h the Jusiice Dept. in investiget
the fire that occurred here oo
the 6'h of sl»y last.

* The enquiry was conducted in a

more or less formsl maoner, and
~ very little effort was expended in
_getung to the root of the matter
and investigating every ecireum-
_stance of a su=picious natuce, until
Bay Roberts is becoming .a bye
~ word for fires. The time i eom-

wit

- ing when insursoce ‘companies will |

~ be tempt-d to side-track u2 alto
-
~ In the enquiry made in
Thomeon fire some time ago Jud
- Oke mu’_}; a report to .::eJngtin
 De is re -

 given by the owner of the
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paid strict attention to and im-
romut. things are treated lightly,
§ i« time for a change,

What has happemed to all the
investigationa which have takco
plnee in thi country from tiwe te
time? People have been drowned
and frozen to death, burned io the

{flames, killad or maimed for life in

our mwines, mills or factories, and

Jyet very reldom is any person held

s tOr thinge.
inve-tigations are held in the
privacy of a courtroom, and that «»

! asuatly the end of it.

Firen ace frequently occurring

Giarism laid, The reason offerec
i+, It is su hard to get u convictios
agaioat a person wh-n they were
oot actusily ween mettiug fire to »
glace, The correctness of that
atatem-nt depends very largely on
whetber every suvpiciuus circum-
stunc» conoected with a fire -
thorcughly 1avestigated o1 not.
Was that dooe mn connecti 0 with
the invesugation wi'h which we
at now den ing?  Was any reall
Sidoms at empt m et get to th.
cowee of the fire? Was ALL the
evidencs cb ainubia securca?  Wa-
the vvi ‘cuce sreured prope:ly con-
~idere 7

A fir , mnrk yin, in a macter i

{whieh vt onls the owner of -

buil ‘iny or +n insurance eompan.
fa e perin-d, bu: jt I8 & matter f
evreere u the  onersl public Th
valusb - prop-et- of others
often codungere by w tire, Th
ouly thing which suwed - rrer pre-
perty w. vt of Ewpire Builtiag on

-

bably the direc:ivn in which the
wind wa~ blowing,

‘British Law and Justice eneures
¢ citizen hir riglits, and we do
not intend to drop thiv matter un
til Justice is dune, We will be
satisfied with nthing lase than a
thorough, cffici-nt, impsrtial and
complets 1nvestigation.

House of Assembly,
1917

tigatiune condueted by |

e p lice gould have been just as
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the Bth day of Muy last was pro :

gue the Legislature until Thursday
next, Aug. 16. His Excellency ad-
.dressed the members of both
branches as follows: :
Mr. President and Honorable Gentle-
men of the Legisiative Council.
Mr. Speaker and Gentleman of the

Honorable House of Assembly.

It affords me much eatisfaction to
be able to relieve you from the ar-
duous duties which have devolved
on you during a somewhat protract
eddselssion. at t::,his period of the year,
and I desire ress ; :
. T, dn, el I WP
which ‘you have devoted yourselves
to the discharge of your legislative
labors.

I rejoice that it has been found
‘possible, during the session, to con-
stitute a National Ministry, with
.the object of ensuring the co opera
‘tion of all parties in the working
“out of the very serious domestic and
:imperial problems to which the war
,is glving rise, and the equally
serious . problems with which we
seem destined to be confronted in
the ‘reconstruction period which will
follow after the war. I sincerely
trust that the eoxpectations enter-
tained with regard to the results to
flow from this union of parties will
be fully realised.

Many of the measures which have
engaged your attention may be re-
garded as-of outstanding importance
to the future of the Colony. The
War Pensions Bill is a measure of
justice for our representatives in the
Navy and Army of the Empire,
which will, I feel sure, commend
'itselft to everybody. The Food Con-
trol Bill will provide the machinery
for coping with what may prove a
serious situation during the ensuring
astages of the war. The liberal pro-
‘vision you have made for Education
Ishould bde warmly received, not
.alone by the teachers but by the
!general public, as the: stimulus it
lwlll impart ‘'to the teaching organi-
-gation cannot-but be reflected in in-
creased efficiency. The equally
;generous addition made for marine
-and public works ought to be ma-
iterially helpful in the betterment of
i these cies, which count for eo
-much in the industrial life of the
Colony. ‘
Mr. 8peaker and Gentleman of the

Honourable House of Assembly:

I thank you for the appropriations
which you-have made for the seve-
ral Departments of the Public Ser-
vice, and I assure you they will be
expended with due regard to effci-
ency and economy.

Mr. President and Honourable Gentle-
men of the Legisiative Council:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Homourable House of Assembly:

In now relieving you of your ses-
sinal dutfes I am glad to be able to
note that the .industrial operations
of the Colony contain an assurance
of continued prosperity for it, and
I assure you of my sincere desire
for t{our well-being and advance-
men

SPECIAL SESSION.

THURSDAY, Aug. 16.
At 3 e’clock Tharsday His Ex-

T, ry
opened the epecial session of
the Legisiature to deal with the
situation : created by the refusal of
he Legislative Council to pass the
fits Tax Bill, Very few visitors
attended the opening, ' though con-
tingents ‘from the -Regiment, ' Naval
Reserve, Police, which were review-
ed by the Governor, were present.
The Speech from the Throne

as follows:

o

4

men of the Legisiative Council:
r. Speal and Gentiemen of the
Honourable House of Assembly:
I have called you together in ‘this
- session in ‘order that propo-
be eubmiitted to you,
remove possibility
diference

the
of the

r. President and Homourable Gentle-

b

—
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GET RID OF HUMORS
AND AVOID SICKNESS

Humors in the blood eause inter-
nal derangements that affect the
whole system, as well as pimples,
boils and other eruptions, and are
responsible for the readiness with
which many people contract disease,

_For forty years Hood’s Sarsapa-
rilla has been more successful than
any other medicine in expelling
humors and removing their inward
and outward effects. (et Hood’s,
No other medicine aets like it.

of the Legislature, which' arose at
your last meeting.
Proposals will be laid before your
two Houses, in order to secure the
undivided authority of the House
of Assembly over financial matters.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Honourable House of Assembly:
In order to provide additional
Revenue for the war requirements
of the Colony, you will be invited
to considér a measure for the im-
position of a tax on business pro-
fits.
Mr. President and Honourable Gentle-
men of the Legislative Councii:
Mr. Speaker and Gentiemen of the
Honourable House of Assembly:
I trust, that in the consideration
of these important measures Divine
wisdom may influence you to re-
sults advantageous to the Colony
and its people.
MR. HIGGINS moved for the ap-
pointment of a Committee to draft
an Address in Reply to the Speech
with which His Excellency the
Governor had been pleased to open-
the Legislative. He said  that on
this occasion his was a war mea-
sure speech. After three years of
war the cry was still for more men,
more munitions and more money,
and in finding these Newfoundland,
the oldest daughter of the Empire,
must do her share. The object/ of
this special session was to ise
more money by the imposition p-
on business men of twenty per cent.
upon the net profits of - businesses,
after deducting all legitimate ex-
penses, together with a sum of three
thousand dollars, below which the
profits were not taxed. It had been
argued against the proposed Bill
that it was discriminatory; in not
allowing interest for capital it dis-
criminated against those businesses
which owned their own capital
instead of borrowing. Were
not all things discriminatory in
these unprecedented times. Mili-
tary service itself discriminated
when it took some and excused
others; death itself discriminated
when it took one comrade and al-
lowed another to return home.
joney .was-needed. for the war to.
g and wealth must find that
money., It wa8 idle to talk of dis-
crimination. Those who had most
capital invested, those who had
most property at stake, must shoul-
der the heaviest share of the burden
of war expenses. Those who had
most to lose :must pay the heaviest
insurance against invasion by the
hated Hun. He exhorted the
House to realize that all ordinary
prejudices and prepossessions must
in times like this be swept aside.
The needs of war were paramount
and must be met, regardless of tra-
dition or wusage. Those who had
dear ones lying {beneath the shell-
ploughed fields of France had given;
those who had means to give to-
wards carrying on the war must,
a.;lsd he believed, gladly would give
also.

Upon the other measure fore-

cure to the elective Chamber un-
divided authority in matters of
taxation; he could not comment at
length. It was an accepted prin-
ciple of the constitution that the
Chamber directly responsible to the
people must have undivided author-
ity over texation., The principle
was not new, the Bill would merely
affirm an already existing principle
and would make an onward step in
democratic principles.

MR. DOWNEY- regretted that the
action of the Upper Chamber had
forced this line of action upon the
Government. He felt that if the
Upper Chamber had taken more
time and given the recent Bill more
carful analysis, - they would not,
he thought, have taken the step
they had. But they had compelled
the Government to undertake the
sacred duty of emnforcing a principle
of the comstitution which had come
down to us from  our forefathers in
the days of Magna Charta. He  se-
conded the motion for en address in
Reply.

HON. MIN. OF FINANCE gave no-
tice of a Business Profits Tax Bill.

THE PREMIER gave notice of a
Bill to define the powers of the Up-
per House.

The House adjourned to to-mor-
row at 3 p.m.

E FRIDAY, Aug. 17th.

The House met at-3 p.m. pur-
suant -to adjournment.

A petition was presented by Mr.
Higgins from the International
Grenfell Association praying for a
full investigation --of their work on
behalf of the Government in view
of certain allegations made against
them. v

Hon. Min. OF FINANCE introduc-
ed resolutions dealing with the pro-
posed tax on business profits. He
sald that the House was met here
today to re-enact-a bill which had
been rejected by the Upper House
last session; imposing a tax of 20%
upon the net profits over $3,000 of
every business, This was  very
reasonable,- In his. opinion a busi-
ness with a captial of $1,000,000 might
do & turnover in the year of perhaps,
$9,000,000. But assuming that the
proftts were only $100,000; this after
deducting $3,000 left $97,000. Twenty
per cent. of this would only be a
little over $19,000, not a large tax
upon.so big a business. The Legis-
lative Council rejected the Bill be-
cause it did not allow 6% on capital
before charging tés 20% tax. In other
words, they desired in the above case
to subtract from the profit of $100,-
000 a sum of $60,000.for interest, at
6%, or one million dollars capital,
wﬁm would leave only $87,000 to pe

shadowed, proposed measure to se-]

taxed, and would give the Govera-
ment less than $8,000 instead of $19,-
000. It had been said that it was not
fair to allow the charge of 5% on cap-
ita] borrowed by some busineses from
the bank while refusing it to the
man who owned his own capital. But
there were very few of the latter, and
they could and should pay a larger
share. Then some members of the
Legislative Council had proposed that
instead the money should be raised
by an export tax on fish and produce.
That would mean that the price would
fall, and in effect the fishermen and
producers would pay the tax, while
the merchant would go scot free.
These were our patriots. They were
prepared to throw the burden on the
fishermen of this Colony, and refuse
to contribute to keep our soldiers in
France to protect these men in carry-
ing on their businesses. Since war
broke out in 1914 they had not been
called upon to pay one cent towards
the expense of the war, beyond the
ordinary ‘Customs Duties shared by
everybody. In Canada and most oth-
er countries they had been made by
retrospective bills to pay a percent-
age of their profits since 1914. What
was 20 cents out of the dollar to pay
compared to the loss of some widow’s
son on the battlefield He considered
that the Bill was not nearly severe
enough on the business man and the
rich men of this island. He had mno
language strong ‘enough to express
the feeling that he had for the Upper
House in this' maetter; and before
this session of the House was over,
Legislation would be passed to keep
the Upper House in its proper place.

IHON. MIN. OF JUSTICE, (Mr.
Lloyd), said that he fully cbncurred
in everything the Minister of Finance
had said. Persons who argued that
the Legislative Council had & perfect
legal right to throw out any finance
bill were talking hundreds of years
behind the times. Everybody knew
that innumerable things under
constitvtion were perfectly legal, and
at the same time would never be
done. Legally, the King might dis-
miss every soldier, might sell every
warship, might veto every bill; but
it was unconstitutional and unthink-
able that he should do so. Our con-
stitution depended mot wupom strict
rules of law, but upon custom and
usage, and only when points were
disputed was it necessary to put them
into statutory form. In his opinion
the various objections that had been
made in the Upper House were noth-
ing but pretexts for unwillingness to
pay. No matter how perfect the bill
it would have been equally opposed.
The days of grabbing were past; the
days for those who had means to pay
their equitable share were come; and

pay. It was not pretended that the
bill was perfect, but it could be im-
proved and extended. And it was
the intention that the Tax Bill and
the Bill to Limit the powers of the
Upper House should go threugh.

MR. COAKER said he had been
surprised that the Upper House had
ventured to throw out the Tax BIill
They had aroused the old class feel-
ing of thirty years ago, which had
better have lain dormant. Tn his opin-
ion there were $3,000,000 in the poc-
kets of the trade for excessive profits
made since the war. He knew a firm
on Water Street that made $300,000
in one year on flour, pork, beef and
molasses, Were these people not to
contribute towards the millions that
the war was costing. One of the
principals of that firm was in the
Upper House. Such men did not de-
serve to have the Bill sent back to
them in the same form. They deserv-

tentiary. They were a disgrace to
the country. More money was being
spent on pleasure to-day than ever
before. Would anyone suppose, see-
ing the motor cars in -our streets,
that we were in the midst of the
greatest war in history. Compare this
with the sufferings of such men in
Belgium and other countries. Were
such things to be measured in dollars
and cents And mnow they were call-
ing for conscription, for sending other
pveople to the war. They ought to be
sent themselves. Instead of helping
in every way in their power, instead
of endeavoring to maintain harmony
in a year when our trade would be
confronted with unprecedented diffi-
culties they had chosen to raise a re-
sistance, to arouse class feeling, to
bring the House here again in the
middle of August to obtain the money
to carry on the war. Were these men
in the Upper House, who were not el-
ected by the people, who represented
nobody but themselves, be allowed to
resist the people’s representatives?
He thought they had learnt their les-
son, and thy ought to thank their
stars that they were to be treated so
well as they were. They had suppos-
ed that the National Government was
weak. If ‘anyone thought that they
might take it from him that the Na-
tional] Government had come to stay,
and that it would take a very strong
party to beat them, because they in-
tended to do what was right; and they
did not intend to leave the Legislative
Building this summer until both bills
went through, whether the TUpper
House liked it or mot.

HON. MR. CROSBIE said that the
Government had given the fullest
possible consideration to the purpose
to tax the Commercial life of the 'Col-
ony, because its importance was fully
realized. He himself, was one of
those who would have to pay under
the bill, and he was ready and proud
to. pay his full proportion of whatever
tax was needed for the maintenance
of our soldier boys and: the defense of
the Empire. In every other Colony
of the Empire such taxes had been in
force before now. They had not been
taxed here since 1914, He would nev-
er agree to conscription unless it
was a conscription of money as well
as of blood. Business profits had
been double the past two years. He
supported every paragraph of the
Resolutions,

The Committee passed the resolu.
tions,

The Tax Bill was then introduced
anl read the first and second times,
andl referred to Committee of the
Whole on Monday next.

"Le Bill to Define tho Pow:rs otl
the l.egislative Counci! ‘was read a
first time.

Continued on et page.
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DRY GOODS

Pound Remnants
Seconds

And all classes of

“‘nglis and Arnerican Goods
t*.eecE Lineo UNDERWEAR, Top SHirTs, and special line of
Muslins Silk Muslins
=mbroideries Dress Goods
3lankets Tweeds Satteens
Etc., Etc.

te W. A. SLATTERY
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- attery Ruiiiing, Duckworth & Ceorge’s St., St. John's
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the Coal Situation is Serious

With prospects of a siortage.

Protect Yourselves

By laying in your Stocks at once.

C. & A. DAWE

L ¢

GET BISQER PROFITS THIS SEASON

FURS

Direct to a house who can AFFORD to pay more. WayY do we pay
HiGHEEST PRICES WITH MOST RELIABLE ASSORTMENTS ? Becaus? we
are MANUFACTURERS with years of reliable dealings, and, there ?'-e;:
we can divide the de Send for price lis

aler’s profits with You.
which will give references an

d,quotations.
H. HAIMOWICZ,

By Shipping Your

RAW

265-267 Main Street,
PATERSON, N. J.

B

BRIDGEPORT MOTORS

ARE NOTED FOR

FELIABILITY

WHICH IS THE

MGST NEGESSARY FEATURE
" FISEERMEN OR MISSION WORK

A %
Ask for Catalogue from

Jows STORES, LIMITED
~ St. John’s, Nild.

SRS
thhinghis m‘cl)r_e im
Shipper thap doing |
iiones t‘Rel?lbla— Res
Fur House. e
“Ship to Shubert”
the largest house in: the Wor'd deeling
exclucively -in_ Ame-ican Raw Furs,
where you millsiperar, SRR G
?’:S:e[: nd the weuel “Cachert’ Ecieat,
Speedy, Courteoue service,
Write for the h.t_et-t
Shihort Ehipger” co
Murlset informacion yoo.
25-27 WEST :?-“JST'AN'
Dept. C26! ; CHICAGH, L

ness with an
pousible— Safe

AVE.
' S.A

Notice to Wholesale Buyers

P —
We stock lines of L RY Goops your customers need daily—line
thut help in a wonderful way to build up your trade, and satisfy the
needs of your people.
We study the req
price to make quick sal
aies, and low prices.
There is something in dry goods you never have—your customers
perd—but your merchant does not stock, Write and’ask us for it to-
day and watch how quickly we can produce it. Remember, wo are
pleased to ssud samples and prices upon request .
Nfld

ANDERSON'S WaterStreet, St J oba’s,

virements of each district—buy accordingly, and
es. We want you to know our varieties quali-




