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BRITISH LOS

- ARMENTIERES

Withdra\&al Announced Officially; Fi’ght-

ing Very Heavy;

Combat Desperate

All Along Front From. LaBassee Canal
to Ypres-Comines Canal

London, April 11—The

. British have withdrawn from

battlefront. Violent fighting

war office anounces that the
Armentieres, on the northern
continues all along the front

from La Bassee Canal to the Ypres-Comines Canal. ‘

On the front north of Armentieres heavy fighting was
continuing late last night. There was little change in the
British positions. The statement follows: :

“The battle is continuing on the whole front from La
Bassee Cenal to the Ypres-Comines Canal.

“Severe fighting has taken place in the neighborhood of
the Lawe and Lys Canals, from about Lestrem to. Armen-

~ tieres. Our troops have been

yhich is full of gas.

withdrawn from Armentieres,

“North of Armentieres there is little change in the situ-
ation, Heavy fighting was continuing at a late hour last
night in the neighborhood of Ploegsteert, Messines and Wyt-

schaete.

to report.”

“On the remainder of the British front there is nothing

Desperate fighting mﬁnué'min&tn’pudly on a twenty-five mile front be-

tween Givenchy and Wytschaete with
whatever gains they make against the s

the Germans suffering severe losses for
trong British defences. ’

. Repeated attacks against the British line between Estaires and Givenchy to-
ward Bethune have been checked sanguinarily. Berlin claims the capture of 6,0@
men and 300 guns on this sector Twesday. j

Emperor William and the German

military leaders in the preseat offensive,

it is reported in despctches from the battle front, plan the wiping out of the Brit-
tsh army, It is believed that the Germans now are seriously attempting, by
swinging their attacks to the nort?, to annihilate British resistance. Io conse-

guence fucthe= aqulta aloug the Br:ti;x'x front and much desperate fighting is ex-

i

Infantry fighting on the Picardy battle front has quieted down momentar-
ity. The French and German artillery fire has been violent north of Mont Did-
ier and along the Oise Canal, northwest of Soissons. .
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W

Cas . Absenteé ‘From - Kiltios
X Who is Behind Bars for Probi-
bitien Act Vielation

Fredericton, N. B., April 11—Roy Mul-
lins, who is serving a ‘term in York
County Jail for having liquor in his pos-
session at a place other than his resid-
ence, is an absentee from the 286th Mac-
Lean Highlanders. He has expressed a
desire to rejoin his battalion and the
military authorities have taken steps to

have him released. Application to the

lice magistrate, however, brought out
the information that under the prohibition
act a magistrate has no discretion and
when a prisoner is serving a sentence he
must complete it.

SOME THRONES TOTTERING

Positions of Count Czernin, Chan-
cellor Von Hertling and Ven
Kuehlmann Believed Insecure

London, April 11—The postion of
Count Czernin, ‘Austro-Hungarian for-
eign minister, is sald to be much less

‘1{:11: since his recent speech and the
ptblication of a French official statement

that Emperor Charles consider;d : the
French demand for Alsace-Lorraine Jjust,

according to an Exchange Telegraph de- |

spatch from Copenhagen.

There is growing dissctisfaction in
Germany with Imperial Chancellor Von
Hertling and Foreign Secretary Von

Kuehlmann, and efforts are being made

to replace Von Hertling with Dr. Von
Helfferich, former vice-chancellor.

The Austflan embassy in Berlin offi-
cially denies the French statement at-
tributed to Emperor Charles, but does
not insist that there never was any talk

of an acknowledgment by the emperor

of the justice of the Alsace-Lorraine de-
mands. ¢

WAS NOTED GEOGRAPHER.
Vidal de 1a Blache Is Dead in Paris.

Paris, April 11—The death of Vidal
de la Blache, the noted geograplier, is
reported. He was seventy-three years
of age. ‘He directed the issue of a series

of maps which bears his name and which

was published in the Historical and Geo-
graphical Atlas of 1890. M de la Blache
wis a_member of the French delegation
which arrived in New York on April 7,
1912, with a bronze bust which was
erected at Crown Point, Lake Champlain,
N. Y. on May 8 of that year in mem-
ory of Samuel de Champlain. :

This Morning.

With the British Army. in France,
April 11—(By the Associated Press)—
The fighting was. continuing. this morn-
ing.north of Armentieres with the Brit«

T

hands several times,

During the day the ememy succeeded
in entering not only these :positions but
La Creche, Nieppe and Hollebeke. Vig-
orous counter-attacks forced the enemy
from all these places. )

"The Germans. this morning were in
possession of about half of the village of
Ploegsteert and Ploegsteert Wood, on
the Flanders battle front just to the
north of Armentieres.

The heavy enemy attacks north and
south of Armentieres yesterday resulted
lin the advance of the German positions
{ until the town was in.a deep and narrow
| pocket, the mouth of which was on a line
i drawn approximately morth and south
through Steen-werck.

The Germans attacked north of Ar-
mentieres at 5.80 o’clock yesterday morn-
ing, after two hours of intense = bom-
bardment. They advanced under cover
| of a heavy fog, and the opposing forces
! were at close quarters before fighting was
begun. The cttacks were pressed as far
north as Hollebeke, where the enemy
made slight gains.

(Continued on page 2, sixth column)

WAR NOTES

' New York, April 11—The big British
steamship Minne{onka, 18,528 tons gross
register, and formerly in the New York-
London passenger, trale for the Atlantic
PTransport Line, was sunk by a German

submarine In the Mediterranean during
February, the maritime register reports
today.

Major General Sackville-West has been
appointed " acting British military repre-
sentative at the supreme war council at
Versailles.

British troops on April 9 advanced
their line north of Jerusalem, in Pales-
tine to a depth of one and a half miles
along a front of five miles. The British
! captured Rafet and El Keir.

Under the peace treaty, Russia, it is
said, has lost 780,000 squaré kilomeires
of territory with 56,000,000 inhabitants,
or 82 per cent of the entire population.

Reuter’s Petrograd correspondent re-
ports that the Germans have occupied
Lgov, 180 miles northwest of Kharkov,
which they recently captured.

Allied troops are advancing on the
remnants of the German forces which
escaped from German KEast Africa to
Portuguese East Africa. :

A German attack in the Champagne
last night was broken up by the French
fire. On the principle battle front there
was heavy artillery fighting between
Mont Didier and Noyon.

THE HALIFAX DISASTER

Halifax, N. S.,, April 11—Mr. Justice
Russell today declined to grant a motion
by Crown Prosecutor Cluney for an or-
|der to prefer an indictment against
- Francis MacKey, pilot on the steamer
| Mont Blanc, on a charge of manslaaghter
!in connection with the collision on Dec.
6. The MacKey case has thus appar-
ently ended.

The case of Commander Wyatt, R:N.
R., will be tried on next Wednesday.

merican Naval Base At The Azores

Washington, April 11—For the pro
Southern Europe, the United States, with
a naval base on the Azores Island.

Guns have been Janded to begin fort
serve as an important homing station f
already have been assembled there. G

i

tection of the Atlantic grade routes to
the consent of Portugal, has established

ifying the station. The place also will
or American airplanes, some of which
ermany knows this.

- TROOPS LAND ON

MORE GERMAN

-~ FINNISH- SHORES

Sduadron Convoys Trauspdrts
To Lovisa

DESIGN T0 TAKE BELSINGFORS

i

Russian Government Asks German
‘Permission to Postpone Demobi-
lization Because of Japanese

. Landisg at Viadivostok

!
:

|

London, April 11—A German squad-
ron with several transports is reported to
have arrived at Lovisa, midway between
Helsingfors and Viborg, Finland, accord-
ing to a Reuter despatch from Petro-
grad. The squadron came from the di-

.rection of Reval and a small force was

said to have landed and occupied Lo-
visa.

_Stockholm, April 11—German troops
numbering- 15,000 are now operating
along 'the southern ceast’ of Finland,
where they already have had several
small battles with the Finnish rebels, ac-
cording to information received by the
Swedish government. !

Entente diplomats here have received
reports that thirty to forty Russian sub- !
marines and destroyers and four or five
battleships are still off Helsingfors, the
capture of which is probably part of the
German aim. It is believed, however,
that the warships have all been rendered
unserviceable 'by their crews.

Basle, Switzerland, April 11—The Bes-
sarabian ' Diet, according to a telegram
from Bucherest, has decided in favor of
the union of Bessarabia with Roumania.

London, April 11—The foreign con-
suls at Vladivostok officially have in-|
formed the president of the Zeemstvo
that the landing of Allied marines there
was due to-anarchy and that the forces
will be withdrawn so soon as the consuls
consider thct order has been restored,
according to a Vladivostok telegram re-
ceived in Petrograd and forwarded by
Reuter’s correspondent, D

A despatch from Moscow says that the
Bolshevik ‘government has opened nego- |
tiations wi 'Bé?lln ?:r a temry sus-
pension of the Brest-Litovsk treaty as
regards the artigle on demobilization of

“the-pos=1

sible necessity of defending Russian ter-
ritory against foreign invasion.” l

Stockholm, April 11—M. Linda, a Fin-|
nish  capitalist and a brother-in-law of |
General Mannerheim, military leader of |
the Finnish government forces, told Am- |
erican Minister Morris that “now, when |
freedom is in sight, nobody, Germany
or any other country, will be permitted
to domincte Finland.”

Londpn, April 10—The Bolshevik gov-
ernment has asked Germany for permis-!
sion to postpone the demobilization of
the -Russian army in consequence of the
Japanese landing at Vladivostok, accord-.
ing to reports in circulation in Petrograd .
and forwarded by Reuter’s correspond-
ent. \ '
London, April 11--The Russian “o~cign.
minister, M. Tchitcherin, has informm:d;
the Chinese government, Reuter’s Petro-|
grad correspondent reports, that the Rus-!
sian Soviet government will regard rcla-|
tions between the Chinese =zuthorities!
and former Russian diplomats as inter- |
ference in Russian internal affairs and|
as assistance to the enemy of the council
of people’s commissioners.

i
LAVAL STUDENTS !
TO QUEBEC FARMS

Quebec, April 11—The directors and
superiors of all the colleges and semin-
aries afflliated to Laval met last even-
ing to discuss closing down earlier and
opening later this summer to enable the
students to help on farms. It was ‘de-
cided that the summer holidays this year
will last three months. |

This will furnish some 7,000 young!
men for the farms. i
|
SELECTIVE SERVICE FOR !

NEWFOUNDLAND POSSIBLE

St. Johns, Nfid, April 11—A special
session of the colonial legislature for
April 28 to enact measures for increas-
ing the colony’s naval and military forces
was called today by the cabinet. 'The
pos:§bility of introducing some form of
selekive service has been under discus-
sion for some time.

It was proposed also further to ex-
tend the life of the present pa-linicent.

ANOTHER OUTBREAK IN
QUEBEC, BUT SMALL

Quebec, April 11—Following an al-
leged assault on Frederick Delisle, who
has three sons in the army and who
was alleged to be a ‘“spotter,” for the
militia, the small parish of Descham-
bault, in the county of Port Neuf, was
yesterday threatened with an incipient
riot, when four or five youngsters
marched to Delisle’s residence and
smashed windows,

ARCHBISHOP OF YORK
ON BATTLE IN WEST

|
|
|
|

" New York, Ar.il. 11—In what was
termed his “farewell interview” before
departing for England, Archbishop of
York today emphatically said that a
break jn the Allied line would not have
a decisive effect on the war. |

“If the spirit of the nations will stick
behind the armies of the Allies,” he;
said, “they will yet be victorious, no|
matter how the battle goes.” \

|

Fatality Near Halifax, |

Halifax, April 11-—John MecInnes, of
Tignish, P. E. I, employed in building
of a railway station at Rockingham,!
was killed by an outgoing train today.i

Slight artillery and patrol activity is

reported along the whole front, says to-|
day’s official Italian statement.

'Redmond’s Son On
- Conscription Issue

London, April 11—Irishmen maintain
the right to say whether they shall be
conscripted or not, declared Captain Wil-

|lism A. Redmond, son of the late John

E. Redmond, today in his first speech in
the House of Commons since he was
elected to the constituency formerly held
by his father. : :

In 1914, he saif, Ireland was almost
ablaze with enthusi on the side of
the Allies, but the sentiment of the Irish
people had since changed toward the
war, owing to the distrust of the British
government: and in the’ word of British
ministers. ' S

By the government’s present action,
the Irelandiei t.morrow, he added,would
be in open hastility to the war. . It would
require armies to reeruit battalions, while
if the government trusted Ireland, that

| trust would not be betrayed.

Coptain Redmond warned the house
that if the: ment pursued its pres-
ent pelicy
party in the House of Commons, but
there would be a much harder nut to
crack—TIreland. .

The Sian Feiners. L ]

London, -April 1I—Absolute calm

seems to prevail among the Sinn Feiners

party, 'says « Central News. despatch
from Dublin, but it is understood orders
have been given to all sectians of the
Irish volunteers regarding’ action to be
taken in the-event Ivish conscription is

agreed upon. 5 ¥
At meetings- of many public bodies,
the despatch adds, flery speeches have
solutions passed
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Pre. Fred T, Conndll Woithded in
Hand—Pe. Harold Keleber Hit

Mrs. Mary Connell, of 181 Erin street,
received word this moriing that her son,
Pte. Fred T. Co) s had been wounded
in'the hand ana ttpd to No. G dress-
ing statien. This is the third time that
Pte. Connell’s name ‘has appeared in
the casualty list; the first time he was
wounhded ‘in - the pmlder; and the
second he was 8 ol
¥ o ~9C8 “brothen,
Louis B, g home after
doing his share: to defeat the Huns, and
just a year ago yesterday Robert J.; an-
other brother, was killed in action at
Vimy Ridge. . A son-in-law,"Sergt.-In-
spector. George Fry, is also everseas do-
ing his part to win the war. ‘The family
record is oné to be proud of.” :

Mrs. Patrick Keleher, of 86 City Line,
was advised this morning from Ottawa
that -her son, Pte. Harold Keleher, had
been'wounded and admitted to'a hospital
in France. Pte. Keleher is about twenty-
oné years old, and prior to going over-
seas was learning his trade as a’ mason.
He went overseas with the 140th battal-
jon and was drafted into another.

BILO PASHA SAYS
WHEN HE GOES HE

WAL TAKE OTHERS

Paris, April 11—Bolo Pasha entertains
no doubt as to what his ultimate fate
will be, according to the Petit Journal.
It quotes him as saying to his keeper on
Monday: “I will go to Vincennes, but
others will surely follow.” (It is at Vin-
cennes that French military executions
take place.) ;

Bolo is continuing his “revelations,”
but the utmost silence is preserved as to
their trend.

Dowager Empress Marie Feodorovna,
of Russia, is said to be living in actual
destitution at a Crimean bathing resort.

= HEATHER
REPORY

Wwe NEVER GO
| To MAVE NO

lssued by Author

ity of the Depart-

went of Marine anu

Fisheries, R. F. Stu-

part, director of
meterological service

Synopsis—The distribution of pressure
has changed but little since yesterday,
with the high areas centred in the Lower
St. Lawrence Valley and the lower sta-
tionary near the middle Atlantic coast.
A fall of rain and snow has occurred in
Ontario along the north shore of Lake
Erie, while elsewhere the weather has
been fine.

Forecasts.

Lakes and Georgian Bay—Fresh to
strong northeast winds, fair and cold
today and Friday.

Upper St. Lawrence and Ottawa Val-
ley—Northeast winds, fair and cold to-
day and on Friday. :

Lower St. Lawrence, Gulf and North
Shore—Moderate winds, fine and cold to-
day and on Friday.

Fair and Cold,

Maritime—Fresh northeasterly winds,
fair and cold today and on Friday.

Superior—Moderate Wwinds, fine and
milder today and on Friday.

Western provinces—Fine and moder-
ately warm

New England—Cloudy and continued
cool tonight; Friday, fair, mot much
change in tenfperature; strong north-
west winds, off the southeast coast; dim-
inishing Friday.

would soon be no"Irish- Who arrived here last evening from the

RETURNED NN
GET WELCOME

2

the Top” on West Front Five

Times

One of Them in City Was “Over|

Case of Power
Co. Presented

Battle fof Rights of People of St/. John is
on; Legislative Chamber Crowded; City's
Case Hearing This Afternoon :

Fredericton, N, B,, April 1)—The opening round of the battle between the
New Brunswick Power Company and the people of St. John took place on the

H. S. Mayes and his band of workers,
known as -the returned soldiers’ recep-
tion committee, were at the discharge
depot early this morning to tender' a
! formal welcome to New Brunswick boys

front. R. E. Armstrong, in the absence
of Mayor Hayes, extended the boys a
welcome home on behalf of the citisens)
of St. John and of Canada. His speech
was followed by three rousing cheers by
. the committee for the boys. The ladies
of the committee then went through the
depot, presenting to the soldiers bags of
candy, while the men gave to those re-
maining here this evening tickets for the
various show houses. Included in the
party was one decorated man, Lance
Corporal Murphy of Newcastle.

Corporal Murphy has the distinction
of “going over the top” five times, three
times on the Somme and twice at Vimy
Ridge. He went overseas with the 556th
battalion and was transferred to another
as a stretcher-bearer. He crossed to
France with this unit and saw seventeen
months of service before getting his
"blighty." .

It was on thé Somme that bravery
won for him the Military Medal and a
recommendation for the Distinguished
Conduct Medal. In answer as to what
he did to win the medal he said: “Just]
what any man would have done had he |
happened to be in’my position. You see |
our barrage had lifted and our battalion
was ordered ‘over the top.’ I béing a
stretcher-bearer followed, as 1 did on
three occasions before and once after-
wards. . When we were about midway
between the German lines and our own
the Germans let out in such a manner
that we were forced to return. I stayed |
behind -and-‘endeavored in my humble:
way to'aid the wounded and dying. For
this ‘act I now wear the Military Medal
'ﬂli_‘bm." i vl ; .

‘Private ‘Murphy isof the belfef that

: ‘the western |

' when one’s time comes-on the" )
front to get one’s medicine one gets it
He said that often and’often he sits and
wonders how he came through as he did,
with only a shoulder wound. He said
that ‘his battalion was ordered “over the
top” and soon after getting out in' No

| Man’s Land were forced to return. On
arriving back in thejr trenches they were
not allowed to enter as the German ar-
tillery had ‘the range and were placing
a.few shells in it from time to time. The

officer in charge thought it unwise td
have too many in the trench at once so
he ordered them to get into shell holes.

Private Murphy said that he and twelve
others -got -into a shell hole together.
They had been there only a few minutes

when a German shell landed in amongst
them. Two of the men were killed and
nine seriously wounded and he was
thrown in the air for a few feet, but
unscratched.

He told a story of an Irishman who
was going over the top for the first time.
Pat had just crossed the bags when he
“started to duck his head. A sergeant
who was directly behind him, said,
“Never mind, Pat, don’t worry, when
your number is called you will get yours
and not before. Pat turned to the ser-
geant and in answer said, “Well, you see,
sergeant, I am not going to stop another
fellow’s number.”

Private "Murphy was wounded in the
ishoulder and as a result has but little
ruse of his right hand. He says that he
His glad to be home but if the doctors can
fix his hand up he would willingly re-
turn to France and see the thing through.

One of the Ofd 26th.

Private Robert Short, jr, a member of
the original 26th battalion, was in the
He wos eleven months in' France
and the rest of the time in hospitals and
convalescent homes in England. He is
a son of Robert Short, Brussels street,
who recently returned from France. Pri-
vate Short has two brothers yet over-
seas, Privates Sam and William.
" Private Edward Collins of 142 St. Pat-
rick street arrived-home. He went over-
secs with the 257th battalion and was
tarnsferred into another. He was taken
ill with pneumonia while in France ang{
for this reason has been invalided home.

Private Richard Canty of 108 Britain
street arrived home. He went overseas
with the 286th battalion ,but was unable
to pass the final medical examination in
England.

Private E. J. Gibbons of 101 Simonds
street arrived home. He crossed over-
seas with the 115th battalion and was
later transferred to another. At Vimy
Ridge he was wounded in the ankle.

Private G. H. Dryden of 141 Sheriff
street has returned. He went overseas
with the 145th battalion and was trans-
ferred to a construction battalion. He
was taken ill in France.

ONLY ONE LONGER IN SERVICE

The C. G. R. constables this morning
received police badges from the manage-
ment. The badges are numbered ac-
cording to the length of time that each
man has been in the service. John Col-
lins, of this city, has the distinction of
wearing Badge No. 2. He was rather
surprised when he found that there was
a constable on the road who had served:
Jonger than he had, as he was on the
job when the first train pulled into the
Union Depot. The constable wearing
Badge No. 1 is in the employ of the
road in Halifax.

DEATH OF CHILD

Friends of Mr. ana Mrs. G. E. Wagner
will sympathize with them in the loss

floors of the legislature this morning. There have been maay preliminary

skismishes but the dectsive conflict opened today with the corporations com-
mittee as the referee ; g
Representatives of the company’s interests are here in force. The citizens’
reprewnu&vu_ also have been arsiving and today the big party which came up
on the morning train swelled the total to about a hundred, .
Owing to the size of the delegations the committee met in'the legislative
chamber which was crowded to capacity. The morning was devoted to hearing
the case for the company, their investors and employes and the committee will
mumeatfwrdalockthhdumvhmthedty’largmmuvﬁlbem

When the committee met at 10.80pspoke of the help and co-operation gives
o’clock the chairman, Hon. J. P. Burchill,| by the compeny.

ed the purpose of the meeting,| The report, he ‘believed, would show ‘

explain
saying that he understood there was some|that no further commission was needed
osition to some of its measures. # |to investigate the affairs of the company,
announced “that those supporting{and the committee would have sufficient

the bill would be heard first and those|information to warrant them in grant~

ing the increases asked for. :

opposed later. ¢
: He quoted from the report of Mn

The Company’s Case.
M. G, Teed, K. C,, for the N. B. Power | vice, the estimated value of the railway
Compeny, was tne first to address the plant as $1,464,000. Mr. Sloan had
committee. He said that the purpose of | found that St. John hills took more
the bill was not to increase dividends but | power for street car operation ‘than the
to enable the company to meet its.m- average in other cities. He had report-
umsedexpelzses. He traced the organiza-|ed that $44,900 should be written off
tion of the N. B. Hydro Electric Co. and |each year for - depreciation. His ap-
the subsequent purchase by its promoters i praisal did not include the compan

of the St. John Railway Co. If condi-|sixty acres of land at Glen Falls. g

tions had not changed since then the in-|Sloan’s apraisal of the light and
creased rates would not have been re-|plant fixed the value at‘l;mmm
quired. Ehel nqx;est ;n;s ft;r a fair. re- ! these appraised values should be added
turn on the investment in the company.|two or. three :
The legislature and the public utilities per cent for contingencies.
commission several years ago had fixed partment was worth $295,
8 per cent as reasonable return that pub- i total of $2,606,288. To this o
lic utilities ought to receive. added an investment of $124,000 in the
An appraisal by the Public Utilities' Eastern Electric Company, which paid
Commissicn had fixed th’e value of $2,- $2 000 profits last yous i s co:.id
on the company’s property IN the hydro-electric rights of $118,000. But
St. John, in addition to this the company 4y, plant would cost 50 per
had spent $118,000 on’ eleptrlc water pow- today, making the tothl cent mt
ers. The company was asking a .total o ; o $3,900,000 replnm 7
revenue of $182,000, only 61-4 per cent) gy &b e;-ts had ki o

‘on the total, or 7'per cent on the ap-ig;.,. 0 ¢ $175,000 expen-
praisol. - The ‘company faces a_request, 4000 ‘on the gas works and
almost a demand, from the employes for $200,000 on the railway, and

money
3&!& in wages totalling nearly $50,- would be needed for extensions if the

which rust be faced. It was for the ‘S Wes 0 STOW, and for these purposes

*‘nhu maust be

eQms ‘0. say..whekher . it-could be .o . ADETEABEA -, ALy
granted. The Workmen’s compensatfon pﬁ i asked if the sale of D o
aet would add $6,000 a year to the ex- ! rty ‘was ap - excuse for in-

pomses, Materials had greatly increased CT4Sing the rates, but Mr. Taylor said
in cost, the only thing remaining sta- 4. ?
. Bl r. Baxter, h i i
Hoery vt The s T e s i
rates were increased according 4. by Mr. F i been

to the estimate it would amount to g . 4 a r. Frothingham for Harris,
$70,000, allowing for a dividend on the o, worﬁ? fcﬁ,' :h" has - taken $1,000,-
bonds, & moderate rate, he said, and the oo of bonds. His report was not
‘dividends on the pr;ferred stock. There 5 i iy
still would be a deficit.

Mr. Teed said emphatically that they ‘;gp::g \:(l)):llgr;ventiil it, he said, the
did not seek to pay dividends on com- .. " 0 Hyds o-ele';z:i d securities and
mon stock of $2,000,000, although they o time™ Instead | C power in use by
believed- it represented value. The rate' .. 4 ) nstead they must use high
of dividends was defended on the I:r in;r? ‘”}‘d merely asked a tempor-
gro;mds of the uncertainty of utility in- tig'ns. Otha:: u:iﬁrt?::tw?:p:%c?:gb
vestments, ) j re

Bonds and stocks to a value of $8,100,- | o 00" bF or instance, the St. John ferry,
00(')j had bee'l‘l issued, but were sold at|jcjeveq 3; £ 09 ’0‘(-‘)13)', had a deficit, he
a discount of $805,000 in respect of the| 3 s

p ayor Hayes and i

})o:&i a‘lim’d ﬁrs: uretf;:red stock and a|y pan explasirned thagoat:is;;m Me-
:t:oc - r discount on second preferrcd only $15,000, not . 5 due £ :::

“We say that,” argued Mr. Teed, “the ;g;“iﬁof:’t“;t had been nearly as large
value of the company’s plant'is greater| " jp. T: 1 JCals. ;
than the estimate, perhaps $4,000,000,” v ylor queted  other cities 'where

“but only a reasonable return on the act- higher street car fares were in effect, and -

ual investment was asked. u;‘gl?;i = immediatte increase as a matter
Peter J. Hughes, of Fredericton, asked ;an o a'll_‘ld death importance to the com-
for a fair and impartial hearing of the Lon{i'on (e) r:ler;lt;:)lned that the plant in
claims of the company. If their request 4 ré ,tedn'.' closed down because
was not granted the company would not| o4 e increase had not been grant-
be able to pay its bills. - There was no s
foundation for ttnedstatement that the in-| W E. McGregor
crease was wanted to pay dividends on . i
the two millions of common stock. No Cow'é%sg,lcure?r’ of Harris, Forbes &
one expected dividends on this stock at|He was in;:)dtnoedlgewMYm‘k, followed.
present. The company expected to make representative of th yl& r. Taylor as the
its meney when it developed hydro-ele:-| iy the state h e largest bond house
tric power. The electric rates were fixed | caused th ?’ & hiouse which had neeer
at lower rates than the old company, an | vestor ¢ loss of s dollar to wip bi-
lth w?é: {)\:t unfair to ask that the rate| . 'McGregor told of th t
pry Tisde St Joas an Ligh s e lfor the sale of bunds of the 17 ovcity
e e Increase was granted | which were not saleable. Th -
company would be able to pay its|tion of a union between the 'le o e
?::::"}5 el:p?:lses and increase thef{pany and the power Cdmpm;,mm:gy co}:n-
- 'Hu;?le,s wr:r:lf.“lndtfa;er:.' seemed to be an ideal situatios o
Mr. ails regard-) ciglly as the field seemed . o
ing the 1n_creased cost of coal and refer-| 1, e devel Gt capable of
red to an increase of 15 per cent granted 2 opment. They were prepared

to stonse Wliways oty B i dony to advance $1,750,000 on the bond issue .

ion commission. He said that in <:he and snother firm put up $1,000,000 on
S:zra::s: tinc:enses had hieen ;i);rr}!:itted io f,:gn:ri:r};(ﬁci%:mfysltgg{l’ x?\te}:frinﬂtxef:s‘ih:‘lg
B street car companies. there were i : it
better sugggstions than a six cent fare t’I;]l:,i t};:;,po:,l::,gn 1,1: oke% io fs au.?factory
end Something on transtes 1he WA e foni Foee Hepe T i for
elcome them. B o
The old company had reached the Hm- ;T;i::ttg::{ E&c:. a prtg)lt.)sal to Increase
it of its ability to finance. Their last| the border heksgss nod l:ngt x;gw o N
is;ue;t;] sccurtitles of -‘;25();]000 represented | jog closiné dovn ’wfll‘l’len ic;wcx(-)eas()f o
a fou morteage and it had been ‘mpos- : il s
e o 1l the.  Th sum o 13500 1 Sured, HE tnderstood the ncrese
pa:y ivas ,':akez (t)’;f’e“rs"ry when the com- only equalled the rates charg:d ;}; atx})m
. old company. He regarded it as a reason-

F. R, Taylor.

able request.
: L : ; Mr. Dykeman asked why, i

F. R. Taylor, K. C,, said that the in- | bonds would not sell at 3903,&1: ctol;,:n?(,,g
Creases étsked for wc';‘e needed to meet | stock sold at $140?
increased expenses. he company had Mr. McGr oli
askeq the utilities commission for a gen-| were not SC(;i‘;x;‘{Epl‘l;‘élngl;atwt::zsebkgng:
eral increase but at the instance of the|for security stocks for their equitygor
city it was held that the e!;ctric and | their earning capacity.
street car rates must be referred to the| Some further questions were asked
legislature. While gas rates were dealt| along this line by M. E. Agar and Com-
with by the commission, the city wanted | missioner McLellan, but Mr. McGreggor
further information and the company |said he could not reply. ‘
opened its books and those of the old| In reply to another question he said he
company in the fullest manner. believed the reported cost of developing

Dr. Baxter—“The auditor reports that| the first 5.000 horse power unit was
access to the minute and stock books | 2bout $900,000.
was refused to him.” To Mr. Taylor, he said he understood

Mr. Taylor said the auditor could have | that a value of $500,000 had been placed
referred to the minute books to secure|©On the water power rights and he did
any informaticn regarding the accounts, not regard this as excessive.
but they would not countenance a fish-| Another American
ing expedition or a reading of the books 7
from curiosity or for ulterior motives. F. E. Fatheringham, of Coffin & Barr,

Dealing with the appraisal made by New York, said that the war was the
experts, Mr. Taylor said the investiga- paramount issue today and that public
tion was full and complete' and their utilities such as this must be maintained
report showed the cost of the company’s to (‘nlkh!(‘ other war industries to carry
property, apart from the hydro-electric on. Prices for other commodities had

of their little boy, Peter, aged eleven
months, who died this morning.

interest, or the Eastern Electric Com- increased and there was no reason why
pany. ‘The appraisers, he said, bothl (Continued on page 2, seventh column)

Sloan on the lighting and street car ser -

Mr. Waterman had reported the gas de-
aal

If the United States going into the .
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