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German Retreat North Of Arras Into
Belgian Territory Is Forecasted

WILSON CALLS CONGRESS

FOR APRIL 2 TO DEAL EHTWO REACTIONARY LEADERS IN RUSSIAJ

OfCorrespondent Reports Suggestive Activity
Enemy In That Section

British, Before Cambrai, See Fires Burning Back of That 
Town— French Easily Occupy Place Close to la Fera— 
Ten More Villages In Laon Bead Occupied

! ■I •' !■
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f Washington, March 21.—President Wilson, recognizing that Germany prac
tically is making war on the United States on the seas today, called congress to 
assemble in extraordinary session on April 2 to deal with the situation.

The purpose of the session—now called two weeks earlier than the date 
first set—as announced in the president’s proclamation, is to receive a communi
cation from the chief executive “on grave questions of national policy."

The president, in his address to Congress, will detail how Germany prac
tically has been making war on the United States by the ruthless destruction 
of American lives and ships on the high seas in contravention of all the laws of 
nations and humanity.

Congress then is expected to pass a resolution declaring that a state of war 
has existed between the United States and Germany for some time.

Such a resolution in itself will not be a declaration of war in a technical 
sense, although practically will amount to the same thing.

The proclamation does not state specifically that the president considers a 
state of war exists but leaves the question for discussion in his address and for 
action by congress.

DECLARATIONS 
BY BIG MEN

New York, March 21—With a warn
ing that the United States is unprepared 
for war with any first class power, a 
committee of the Union League Club, 
headed by Robert Bacon, former am
bassador to France, and including in 
Its membership many men of promin
ence, presented at a special meeting last 
niglft a report calling upon the country 
to get ready for action. Charles E.
Hughes presided.

“If we go, to war with Germany," 
said the report, “our only real protection 
will be ships of the French and British 
navies and our own navy, which is 
undermanned."

In opening the meeting and out
lining its object, Mr. Hughes said:—

m
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HiLondon, March 21—The possibility of a German withdrawal in the region porth of Arras, emend
ing into Belgian territory, is forecasted in a Central News despatch from Amsterdam. I

The despatch quotes a correspondent in Northern France as reporting that the Germans ars de- 
vMping great activity from a point north of La Basse Canal to a point past the Franco-Belgian frontier, 
ivmch, he says, ’’seems to indicate a withdrawal of sa ent lines. In the direction of Lens and Douai 
heavy explosions are continually heard. "

“The same patrol activity which preceded the retreat on the southern front, he adds, is now
observed north of Arras.’’
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TSt. Quentin, reputed ! headquarters of the German emperor and his genera! 
staff for the two years following the buttle of the Marne, and scene of. a great 
French defeat in the war of 1870, is today within sight of the French infantry, 
who are following fast on the heels of the retreating German army. Twelve 
miles to the south French troops are also looking down upon La Fere and are 
within reach of the German heavy guns if the invaders have really elected to 
hold the famous Hindenburg line, running from Lille to Laon.

NO HALT YET? *
So far there is no evidence that the German retreat has halted, such facts as 

are known indicating the contrary. La Fere is supposed to be one of the cor
nerstones of the Hindenburg line yet General Nivelle has been able to occupy 
Tergnier less than two miles from La Fere, apparently without encountering 
serious resistance. Tergnier is an important railway junction from which three 
roads branch, one north to La Fere, a second southwest to Noyon and a third 
northwest to St. Quentin.

Even more significant is the fact that the British, advancing on the north 
against Cambrai, another vital point on the Hindenburg line, have seen incen
diary fires blaring in the rear of that town.

STORM CHECKS ADVANCE
The only fact to offset these evidences that the Germans are still retiring 

is that the advance of both British and French materially slackened yesterday. 
This is officially explained as due to an eqvinoctional gale which swept over 
the blackened wilderness in which the opposing armies are maneuvering. The ■ 
British, whose advance has been constantly slower than that of the French, are 
still an appreciable distance from Cambrai, their nearest outposts being about 
twelve miles from that dty. The great importance of Cambrai ties in tbe fact 
that it is the jtâtidpaî . battier between the allies and the great French coal and 

4ty|ffa around Valenciennes, twenty miles farther on. These fields have 
been in. the pmrtil-r of the Germans since the first sweep through Belgium. 
While uncertainty still reigns as to the outcome of the great drama being staged 
in Picardy the Germans continue their efforts to create a diversion, in the re
gion of Verdun but so far nothing has developed to Indicate that a major op
eration is under way.

f;
0 "There is a principle involved in t lie 

attacks that have been made and the 
success of that principle threatens the 
integrity of our country. I regard these 
attacks, the method of their conduct, 
as an onslaught on liberty and on civili
zation itself. It is time that the Ameri, 
can people understood it.”

Elihu Root declared Germany . is 
making war upon the United State». 
“Technically there may not be war," 
he said, “because it may be that it 
lakes two to produce that, but Ger
many is making war upon us and wc 
are all waiting to see whether we are 
to take it ‘lying down.’ It is either 
war or it is submission to oppression."

Theodore Roosevelt insistently urged 
action. He charged Germany with 
murder and asserted that the United 
States was biding at present in safety 
behind an English fleet.

:

Prince Golitrino (with beard) $ Gen. Soukhomlinoff, former minister of war.
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Czar And CzarinaPEACE MOVE Both Under Arras!
• w - * '

Hague Reporte Further 
To End The War •i ■

London, March 2Lr- 
emperor and his consort 
erty and that they shall be brought to the Tsarskoe-Selo, Reuter’s Petrograd 
correspondent telegraph*.

The Russian government has ordered that the deposed 
shall be regarded as having been deprived of their lib-EMMS SENT §0T .. i

CONSIDER PRICE FOR RUSSIANS OVER■^rt-

One Plea is That Russian Revo-
lutien Ha* Chaaged Situation, 
and “Better Terms”
Offered — Rumors of

80TOI1H” 
LAND OF TURKS

I-
• ? ■ is*; LEASES EDO STEEPCaa Be 

Serious
» V

Jubilant Over Change; 
Grand Duke Still Leads

iron

Troubles at Heme
Crown "Laad Department Sells 

Feur But There Are Ne Bids 
For Six—Fredericton Mat.ers

London, March 21—A despatch lo the 
Tidies from the Hague asserts that t 
new German peace move is on foot. The 
despatch soys that prominent Geimans 
have recently visited Holland and Swit
zerland, under instructions to try und 
ascertain what the present attitufie of 
Great Britain is towards a possible 
sation of hostilities. The comini 
sent to Switzerland is said to be a prom
inent German business one, and ore of 
the emissaries to Holland a high official 
in the German war service, 

points and deep The latter emissary, disclaiming® 
concrete shelters for the battery posi- thoritv to speak for the German 
tiens. While the enemy is coming up lo;eminent, is quoted as saying that the 
them he will be in the greatest possible Russian revolution had entirely chained 
difficulties himself in rhe devastated hat- the situation, that Germany ' could no 
tleflelds. ’ longer contend that she wished to free

the Russian Baltic provinces and ould
nnnn PUÀMPC COD ^ conMei' handing back Poland to

urmiiuL run Russia under some form of autonomy.
* He is represented as adding that he bè-

mirmiâllinn III Tlir lieved the revolution in Russia made itMtünAnlbS IN 1HL St.Lïïwra'akSK"",'™1
BOVAL FIVEHu I AL I LI lliu uulu U attitude of the Entente toward some gen-

_________ eral scheme of autonomy for the peae; of
An opportunity is offered to median- 1 Europe, especially in regard to Austria- 

ics of all kinds to go to work with the ,™Kar,y' „The correspondent says that, 
Royal Flying Corps, a new “wing” of ^though the commissioners said they 
the national service in the dominion. n,raï,e l.ng .on behalf of their
There is to be a formation of Canadian u11,elr Jou™e?\ would have
reserve squadrons and mechanics from un^ ^stmg passport
the age.; of eighteen to forty-five, single wlthout the connivance of
or married, if qualified as mechanics and
physically fit, are eligible to join this Serious Trouble at Home.

London, March 21.—Some of the 
morning newspapers give prominence to 

e,o. j ... . . . wireless reports received from Switzer-fi f aday’ P“8inK th«'r,trade land saying that the news of the ilus-
tests Higher rates of pay will to low sian revolution has started serious agi- 
in the way of promotion, which Is a tation in some of the German industrial 
"dural consequence to men proving their towns. Among these towns are Leipzig,
skill end ability. | Dresden and Munich, where strikes land

It is the desire of the imperial govern- other disturbances are said to be taking 
ment to make the best use of the re-'place.
sources of the dominion, and with this | A similar rumor has been redived 
end in view, it was decided to train from Amsterdam, but it has not >ecn 
pilots in Canada. Not only wiU their traced to any reliable source and is en- 
preliminary training be given in Canada, tirely lacking in confirmation. ] 
but it will be given on aeroplanes manu- | 
factored in a Canadian factory and kept ' 
in repair by Canadian mechanics at the 
squadron headquarters and aerodromes, r 
The standard of skill not excessively | 
high, and is sich that 
is holding a good job 
assured of acceptance. Remember, you 
do not need to fly when you join the 
Royal Flying Corps. Apply at any of 
the recruiting offices and get particu
lars.

Petrograd, Match 21, via London— 
Russian 'troops driving southwestward 
from Sakkiz, Persia, have crossed the 
Mesopotamian frontier into Turkish ter
ritory. The Turks are still In retreat 
in the district southwest of Kerman- 
shah.

The season of bad weather has begun 
on the Perso-Mesopotamian Qg*.«»g 
front.

by two and a half years of warfare. The 
old positions were the, result of the 
breaking of the - unfinished offensive to
ward Paris. Many portions of our 
positions were held only with the great
est difficulty. The trenches were diffi
cult to maintain and the (jgtillery ob
servation points, so important in this 
kind of warfare were few.

“The new positions are laid out in 
the best possible locations, with the 
finest of observation

FRENCH GET TEN 
MORE VILLAGES Appeal to Army

London, March 21.—An appeal to the 
Russian army has been issued by the 
provisional government, according to a 
Petrograd despatch to Reuter’s. The 
proclamation, which is signed by Pre
mier Lvoff and Minister of War Guch- 
koff, says: “The people will be able to 
carry through successfully the reorga
nization of life at home provided they 
are well defended against the enemy out
side. The government is certain that 
the army, mindful of this fact, will 
maintain its power, solidarity and disci
pline intact and will do its utmost to 
bring the war to a victorious end.”
March 23 National Fete Day

London, March 21.—The Petrograd ev
ening papers of Tuesday, according to a 
Reuter’s despatch, estimate the victims 
of the revolution in the Russian capital 
as between 600 and 700 killed and 
wounded.

The funeral of the killed has been set 
for March 28, which henceforth will be 
observed as a national fete day.

London, March 21.—The Russian 
troops at field headquarters welcomed 
the revolution with a remarkable demon
stration, according to a Petrograd des
patch to Reuter’s quoting a telegram 
received there from field headquarters.

The telegram says that the troops 
marched in detachments to the public 
square, waving red flags and singing the 
Russian Marseillaise to the music of their 
bands. At the request of Grand Duke 
Nicholas, General Alexieff, chief of staff, 
read the abdication proclamation of 
the emperor and exhorted the troops to 
serve loyally the new government.

Since the opening of the revolution, 
contradictory reports have been received 
iri regard to the whereabouts of the 
Grand Duke Nicholas, who, previous to 
that time had been supposed to be in 
command in the Caucasus. The fore
going despatch would indicate that he is 
again commander-in-chief.

Fredericton, iv. B., March 21—A sale 
of Ashing leases on the Restigouche 
river advertised to take place at the 
Crown Land office today was not a suc
cess. There was a good attendance, but 
the upset price fixed by the government 
seemed to be too high. Consequently 
there were no bids for six of the ten 
pools offered for sale.

Hon. A. 1C Slipp, ex-M-F-P, who was 
directing the sale, announced a post
ponement until four o’clock this after

in the meantime he will confer 
and endeavor to

Paris, March 21—Rapid progress is 
being made by the French in pursuit of 
the retreating Germans, the war office 
announces. Important gains were made 

both sides of the Laon road, ten ' il- 
I ages being captured. -

• After a severe fight in which heavy 
losses were sustained, the French car- 
riçd SavriennQis Castle and the village 
of «fussy, about nine miles south of St. 
Quentin. Skirmishes between French 
cavalry and German detachments occur
red on the Ham-St. Quentin road. South 
of Chaunv the French are occupying 
the Ailiette line and consolidating their 
new positions. A German surprise at
tack in tbe Champagne was repulsed.
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VOIE IN ST. JOHN 
PRESBYTERY ON E 

CHURCH UNION MATE

noon.
with former lessees 
reach an agreement.

The sale tins rooming resulted as fol
lows:—Rafting ground reserve, upset 
price $200, sold to J. S. Etitich of New 
York for $500; mouth of Upsalquitch to 
Toad Brook, sold to H. R. Hoyt for up
set price of $1,000; Red Bank pool to
Little Cross Restigouche Salmon Club The foBowing roolutton TO mOTed 
for upset price of $1,500; Kedgewick by Rev John Hardwick of St Mat- 
river to Victoria Co. line, upset Pn£e . thew’s church and seconded by Charles 
$500, sold to H. J. Knapp and It. E. ; Everctt ot st. Andrews, N.B., at a 
Whalen for $760. meeting of the St. John presbytery here

The upset price placed on the rights ; yesterday. It was carried by a rote of 
five years ago was $12,460, against $17,- s[xteen to ten:
760 this year. The leases will have five | jjr. Hardwick, in presenting the reso- 
years to run. Most of them are now i lutipn, said that similar ones had been 
held by the Restigouche Salmon Club. passed in the presbyteries of Toronto 

Word received today from Stillwater, and Montreal and that, as the motion 
Minn., is that Mrs. John Staples, form- spoke for itself he hoped there would be 
eriy of this city, is dead, there. She was no controversy.
eighty-seven years of age and is survived / The members of the presbytery ac
hy two daughters and three sons. E. B. ■ quiesced and there was, therefore, no 
Staples, of the Nashwaak Pulp and l’a-, discussion and the vote was as reported, 
per Co., is a stepson. The body will oc I The motion was :
brought here for burial. j That the presbytery of St. John re-

Although no announcement has been spectfully address the venerable the 
made, it is expected that the provincial general assembly, and ask leave to pie- 
government will meet here tomorrow, sent tlie following overture:
Some politicians are already here for the Whereas, in the past the important 
meeting, including Max Cormier, of Ed- policies of the church have been adopt- 
mundston; E. R. Teed and W. S. Sut- ed with singular unanimity, a minimum 
ton of Woodstock; Titus J. Carter of of controversy, and scarcely any bit- 
Andover, and W. F. Humphrey of Monc- terness; and because of this the church 
ton. j has been signally blessed in her labors,

• -»— --------------- • and the ministers working together in
SLIGHTLY HURT IN AN |the service of one Master have been

ACCIDENT ON THE G P. R.1 bound together by no ordinary ties of
affection and mutual trust; we view with 

Peterboro, Ont., March 21-Charles growing alarm the divisions which we 
McKinnon and A. Bastin, both of Mon- believe will follow the enactment of the 
treal, were slightly injured when six terms of union as ordered by the last 
coaches of the C. P. R. express from general assembly. . ..
Montreal left the track at Norwood, Whereas, we believe that confus,on
about .J, o’clock this morning, due to a ^n'o'fTese" lërms^f wiU
broken ran. hinder rather than promote the estab-

Ihe passengers were transferred and ]|shing of the Kingdom of God among
making fast time. The coaches which andbt/"^'unlon'lnmn^rthe

INCREASED WAGES left the rails remained upright and were , instrument of real union am ngst th
--------  not dam a zed.

THE GERMAN 
“EXPLANATION.”

Berlin, March 18 (via wireless to the 
Associated Press from a staff coire- 

via Tuckerton, March 20)—srondent.
The Çlcrman evacuation of Bapaume, 
Rove, Noyon and Peronne is but a part 
of a arrest strategic undertaking which 

ffx m-s to revolutionize warfare on the 
c-nti -̂' western front and constitute one 
of the most decisive moves in the war.

Just as a month ago the Germans 
evacuated on important sector on the 
Ancre, hut kept the fact secret for a 
week,*while the British bombarded the 
empty trenches, so today’s report shows 
the most important development of 1917 
on any front. The sector including the 
evacuated cities virtually covers the 
great Somme battlefront. Reports from 
this section of the front tell of effect
ive work of destruction carried out be
fore the occupied land was given back to 
the French and the British tliat it will 
avail them nothing as captured soil ac
cording to views expressed here.

“With the fronts as long as they are 
in this war and with the enormous 
amount of enemy territory held by our 
troops," said a high German military au
thority today, “there is no particular 
military significance attached to any 
special section of the enemy’s territory. 
Therefore we can give up a portion of 
the western front, secure our troops that 
freedom of movement needed and end 
trench warfare. That is what this really 
amounts to. We are now getting the en
emy- out of their trenches.

The giving up of this portion of our 
front puts an end to all their finely laid 
spring offensive plans. Ever since No
vember hundreds of thousands of men 
have been at work building trenches, 
munition depots, railroads and cable 
lines to prepare for the highest spring 
offensive of the war. Now at one blow 
all that is gone for nothing. In the face 
of our withdrawal all this is useless. 
Fouriiuonths work of millions upon mil- 
lionsAsf dollars in value has been rend- 

dtwlueless while more important 
still, all the enemy lines are likewise of 

worth. They must make entirely 
new ones to cope witli the new situation. 
This is a difficult matter, entailing 
weeks, yes, months, of work and requir
ing an enormous quantity of new ob
servation. Meanwhile the enemy is left 
at the mercy of our plans.

pro
GERMANS SEEK

POLISH RECRUITS EXPECT 10 START WE 
IN LOCAL SHIPYARDS 

IN VERY FEW WEES

*
Amsterdam, March 21—Germany him 

started a new and elaborate recruiting 
campaign in Poland, according to a 
Koenigs berg despatch to the Frankfur
ter Zeitung quoting Polish papers. Un
der the new scheme seventeen main re- 
craiting officers, seventy-four district of
fices and 400 local bureaus have been 
opened An appeal of the state coun
cil to the Poles to join the colors will 
soon be Issued.

new unit.
The majority of men joining will com- 1 

mence as second-class air mechanics at

Three sites are now under considera
tion for the new $1,000,000 shipbuilding 
plant. One is at the Marsh bridge, an
other above the falls, and the third be
low the falls. It was said this after
noon by Thomas Nagle that the mem
bers of the company did not especially 
favor any one point, and that probably 
no decision would be made until the 
charter has been returned from Ottawa. 
Application was made several days ago, 
and it is expected that it will reach here 
either tomorrow or the next day. Nego
tiations are first to be made with the 
city before the plant can be put under 
way, but yard sketches are being made, 
and it was said that operations will un
doubtedly be started within four or five 
weeks.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Fowler, of 81 

Winter street, were tendered a surprise 
last evening when friends called at their 
home in honor of their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary. A large parlor chair was 
presented to Mr. and Mrs. Fowler./

AGAIN INSPECTING 
THE HOUSE PLUMBING

Pfaelix and

f p* v\*l ►
''TWO

£££*******
a shop may be

Four inspectors from the water and 
sewerage department have just resumed 
the inspection of plumbing equipment 

i in all dwellings in the Brussels and 
! Erin streets district. Defective plumb
ing, as was the case last fall, w 11 be 
reported to the property owners, anti 
must be repaired within a specified time 
or the water supply shut off. Thh sys
tem of inspection inaugurated by 
missioner Wigmore last fall is int^ 
to reduce the daily wastage of mi 
of gallons of water in the city, ahd to 
increase the pressure.

Workers from the department finished 
the construction of a new stopcock vault 
at Union and St. David streets ytster- 
day.

proceeded westward. The train
PLUMBERS SEEKIssued by Author

ity of the Depart
ment of Marine and 
Fisheries, R. F. Stu- 
part, director of 
metcrological service

Synopsis—Light snow has fallen in the 
Ottawa and St. Lawrence Valleys, also 
over the Buy, of Fundy- Otherwise fair 
weather has prevailed in Canada.

Ottawa Valle)-—Fair and milder to
day and on Thursday.

Sleet or Rain.
Maritime—A few local snow flurries 

hut mostlv fair witli higher tempera
ture. Local sleet or rain by Thursday 
evening.

New England—Cloudy tonight and 
Thursday. Probably rain, moderate 
shifting winds.

TO BE SENTENCED FOR
SPY WORK TOMORROW

elect, by dividing congregations and rro- 
: ating new and serious problems tfor 
I ministers and riders.

It is respectfully overtured to the 
„ D. . xv... I venerable the general assembly that they

(J. M. Robinson 6c bons, Pnvate Wire tbejr interest for the peace and pros- 
„ . telegram.) peritv of Christ’s kingdom, and in or-
New York, March 21. Consideration ^pr j(1 a,|ny (iiscord, strife and confu- 

has not yet been given to another Brit- s!pn an(j prevrnt disruption in our 
ish loan m this country. , cb„rcli, take such measures as they

V )" in their wisdom deem best to re-estab
lish a feeling of unity, and allay the 
fears which are so obvious not only 
in one section but in almost nil sections 
of the country where our church is es
tablished.

Master plumbers throughout the city 
todoy received letters from the members 
of the plumbers union notifying them 
that, owing to the increased cost of liv
ing, they would be compelled to ask for 
an increase in the wage scale from .$8 a 
day to $4, with overtime for meal hours, 
holidays, etc., the new scale of wages to 
go into effect on April 16.

? 'X» WALL STREET NOTESNew- York, March 21—Albert O. 
Sander and Charles N. Wunnenburg, in
dicted as memb ie ventral
Powers War Film Exchange on charge 
of engaging in a military enterprise and 
sending spies to England to get infor
mation for the German military authori
ties, today pleaded guilty. They will 
be sentenced tomorrow.

Com-
nded

liions
ere own

Kansas City Southern earnings 
ruary increase $120,072; two months in
crease $270,035.

Sending of submarine chasers into 
barred zone favored by cabinet and gen
eral naval board asked to make recom
mendations regarding defence measures. 

Report of U. S. Steel for 1916 shows 
action and is now convalescing in a Brit.- surplus applicable to common stock of 
ish hospital. He is wrell known in Monc - $246,312,053, equal to $48.46 a share on 
ton and was prominent in athletic eir- that issue. Gr<Sss receipts of steel cor
des. He plaved hockey with the old poration wrere $1,231,473.799, an increase

of $504,790,210.

no

Moncton Soldier Wounded
Moncton, N. B., Mardi 21—Pte. Harry 

Carter, who enlisted with a New' Bruns
wick battalion, has been wounded in

The Wheat Market
Chicago, March 21—Opening wheal: 

prices, which ranged from the same as 
yesterday’s finish to 1-1 lower, with 
May at 186 1-2 to 166 3-4 and July at 

“It is most important to remember 157 to 157 3-6, were followed by slight. dam on Tuestiay, after the w'eekly iieet- 
,j t the new positions w'e are taking gains, then a moderate setback, and later ling of the revolutionary Socialist party, 
u'p back of the old front are built with fresh upturns, which, however, failed to I The police were called on to maintain 
tlie aid of every possible device developed last order.. \

Trouble in Rotterdam
Amsterdam, March 21—The Tele çraaf 

says a disturbance broke out in Rotter- Labor Minister in West.
Winnipeg, Man., March 21—Hon. T. 

W. Cmthcrs passed through here last 
night en route to Calgary on business 
connected with tlie miners’ agreeinelit.

A Boast of Strongholds.
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