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The Western Counties Annual and Almanac for 1887 is now offered to the public. It will be
seen at a glance that it is a decided improvement upon, and a much larger and more substantial

work than, the Old Kent County Annual which it purports to supersede.

It is hoped that at least beyond captious criticism the new venture will meet with general ap-
proval. At all events if it does not it will not be because of a paucity of matter, nor because of
stinted labor in the endeavor to give not only to the purchaser but to the advertiser material value.
We are bound, if not now able, to ultimately make the work the acknowledged Official Annual
and Almanac of the District. And we here take the opportunity of saying that our next issue
will be as far in advance of the present work as this work is of the Kent County Annual—new
matter, new illustrations, better make-up, finer paper and press work to be a special desideratum.

Whilst official data has been chiefly used in the compilation and although the work will be
found substantially correct, absolute immunity from error is nevertheless not expected when the
minuteness of detail, changes occurring in course of, and typographical slips incidental to, publi-
cation, are considered ; and we shall feel obliged if officials and others will report any change,
omission or inaccuracy.

A noticéable feature of the work will be the reputable Professional and other lists. Perhaps,
in no similar work are found so prominent and exceptional a list of advertisers generally. Our
motive in accomplishing this desirable result is obvious; and we trust the public will appreciate
it by bestowing their patronage upon so worthy a lot.

We thank the many official and other geritlemen who have so kindly furnished us with official
returns and information without which the compilation would have been more difficult and ardu-
ous. All, with a bare exception or two, readily gave us every assistance,

Attention is called to the prospectus of our Historical Gazetteer which is noticed on the last
page (152) of this work.

Yours respectfully,

JAMES SOUTAR,
Chatham.

24 To PRINTERS AND OTHERS.—The cuts in this work and in previous issues of the Kent
County Annual are for sale. Many of these are fine art-plates and if careful make-up is given
them and used with finer ink and paper than what has unfortunately been used in this book they
will come out very clear and full in outline,
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