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fully revived the function of the prophet. Fbr ««rena

"Juries the function had remained m '^'^^.J^^^
become a remote, though it was stdl a fo"^;^™^^
tuition that there had been a time when the nation had

J^v^ Kuidance from commissioned representatives of

n^S^ King. We possess stiU *« utt«jm«. rf

many of these prophets, and when we consider the age m5 they were delivered, we can dear^ Pe^cenre Aat

Tmore pVecious treasure was ever bestowed upon a natwn

SS^ the^ oracles of God which l^^^'^^'t^.
T>ws They unite in what was then the most effective6& highest in poetry and most ^^damenuJ m
^Utiall science with what is most practical m phJo^P^y

C most inspiring in religion. But prophecy wm one of

thosTX^ch, like portry or high art are parUcutarly

lot to^U out under cSmge of times. Sev«al centunes

S^^S«^^ each other ^hich were f^•W«^I»"«
ofpiodudng it. When John the Baptist aPPefd. °°t

?he ddest man in Palestine could remember to have

™ken eWThis earliest childhood with any man who

tod ^n™ prophet. The ancient scrolls remamed, as

Z^n^t^ourSlves those Gothic cathedrals reinain, of

S^e^ produce more or le» faithful imitations,

bu? toThe number of which we shall never add anoth«

Tn Aese circumstances it was an occurrence of the first

ma^^d'more important far than war or rej^u^n^

wton a neW prophet actually appeared. John the Bap^

tirt defied all the opposition of those jm*«, who m the

ToiSe of the Prophrtic inspiratfon ha^^^
teadiers of the nation, and who^'^^^^f^ "S,
sffvatism of lawyers united to the bigotry of pnests. HeS ufway back to the hidden fountains ; and received

S U^t totItional acknowledgment wUch s.len;«d eveu

?h^ professional jealousies, that uresistible vo.^ of to

peopte in which to Jew was accustomed to h«ir to vo.«

^God. Armed with to prophetac authonty he under

took a singular enterprise, of which probably most of

toK who witnessed it died witout suspecting the un-

™^^, b^ which we can see to have been to founda-

tion of the Universal Church.


