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tion from Canada into the United States. Ontario
sent hundreds of thousands of her best sons and
daughters into Ohio, Illinois, the middle West and
California; and the Maritime Provinces were at
times almost drained into the New England States;
but the United States living to herself gave no
thought to our difficulties or development, and
Canadians were content to have it so. It is only
within the last decade that a change became
noticeable. Since the opening of the war, how-
ever, we have received an attention from our
Southern kinsfolk which has been at times almost
beyond our deserts, though Canada's future
national demands may chill their emotion.

It is not to be supposed that during the first
half century that elapsed after the American Re-
volution the ruling classes in Britain had awakened
fully to the promise and potency of the Empire that
still was theirs; they feared to extend self-govern-
ment to the colonists lest they should with the taste
of freedom demand separation. Some indeed be-
lieved them to be a drag in the wake of the ship of
state and would have been willing at any time to
cut the painter and let them go. Lord John
Russell, who might have been supposed to look
with favour on the granting of responsible govern-
1 ent, disappointed the hopes of the Canadians,
and his action drew forth a remarkable series of


