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iiuo (loctriiio of Christ is the unchan!»pablo rule of" Christ.

i:initv, Avliich can never he ahered or snporsechd hy any

human authority. Ihir the (juostion is, Mh(>ther it is possihk'

lor the visihU' Ohnreh even* to (h part from tearhinii; tlie tv\w

faith of the (iospel to such an extent as to recpiire a reform-

ation of her (h)etrines, and consc'cpicntly to justify the si>pa-

ration of her memhers wlio are convinced of the necessity

of such reformation, Avliih^ others refuse to acknowledi^e the

errors of their cinirch. 'J"hc Chiu'ch of Komo niaiutalns that

tlio I'niveisal \'isil)k^ Church of Cluist is preserved, by a

special priviU\u;'e conferred npon her by Ahnit>hty (iod,

from the jKissihi/iti/ <>/ error in all raatters of iaith; and,

thercfor(\ that it can nevc^r l)e lawful for her members to

leave her communion under any circinnstances, or to at-

tempt any alteniiion in her established systeni of doctrine.

This special privilei^e is known by the name of the 'Infal-

libility of the ( "luu-ch." and it is believed to consist in the

l>crpetual guidance of the Holy Spirit, directinir and con-

trolling her in all Ikm- decisixms. The Church of liome

further identifies licrscif Avith the Universal Church, and

claims the privilege of Infallibility as her own i)eculiar pre-

rogative ; for though it has never been formally iissertcd

or defined in any of her public decrees, yet it is "virtually

implied in all her proceedings, and strenuously held by all

her Divines, as the very foundation of faith. It is attempted

to prove this fundamental principle by certain arguments

"vvhich appeal to the reason and judgment of mankind^

and having succeeded in establishing this position, it fol-

lows that all the (Jorfrlncs' Avhich she teaches are divinely

true, as resting upon the same ]>rincli)/c of infallible author-

ity. She does not, indeed, encourai>'c an examination d
each separate doctrine on independent grounds of incpairy,

as such a process might lead to their rejection on acco^^r.t

of their apparent opposition to Scripture or to primitive


