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!.)im«r."-TA^« thin/ft oufhl y lo have done, wy«oiirLord, and not t<i Ifmftht

otfier iindoiif An-ini, whf.i m* "Iivi.ip ^lo.^ef Im.I r«i I u.- m k i i i. ,.im uit^jr

wpre commanded bv him lo rt- p.ur m Hia Kmipl- and jiii.ily ihiM.i.el»e» accurdi.iki \o

ibM Law, O I ..II occiM I'lK. uiir divinp M«iIm:. r iho^e.l Ihi- m iM auJiiouH wi»h lu

briiiK within the p.il« of his »ilv,.iion. the mirieut neopl.' di-innuiMifd as ibe l,iv>,.ir-

iies of ihp Dpiiv ; and it ««, (or ihem that h» pouipd fortli h • paihpiic la ii« itmi-m,

when he b.'bp|d their .)b(lui..cv rejpmmj the menu of nalvaM.m wh:i-h ue had ron-

dPM'eii.l-d .vpo U) entreat ih.imo iccpivp rnnii lii^ bandt -O Jcruva/f»n, Jeruaoltm,

which killtal 'he vroph Is, nml utomut 'hem that 'ire sentlo the h -w ofUn lo >uld Ih we

galheridi>u children toLrelhr, as a hen dolh gather hr hrood under her mnf(.i. mrd

ye w>uld not! LuUp Mii.3l. Thp abrogation .1 I.ip Jewisi L .
w wa^ n»t iUpii tae

objpit of Chii»l'N ini»5ion. it her.amcmilv ihe pnn."qupnre o) Meir own wickpd .
nd

obfliiraiebhii(lup'*H, in rpj-c ms; «i li » om 'h- -.if, rs oJ nUation which were hehl

font, to them, as the elder born, erp ih»* Gennles. I'ke vounger childien, wtre invited

to accept of tlie heriiancp which the others h.ul rppndiited.

It would bn a vain xiid idb' iiujuirv to ask, in what .xipnl, or to what purpose the

Mosaic litii.il misbi h've suli^ls'ed, had tie Jews as a d > io<i acrepiedof the tieasmc

held lorlh to ihcni. But it is evidpiit. from mauv pass ,m'» in Scnpiiirp, and 10 pur-

liciil .r, from (he wiiiinns of the Apostip of ihp QeniilcH, that not oolv w.s the Law

of Moses nslppiiipd co-iPut iipim snrh a* hud been bred up in it. but inanv of the

eai lier Christian ic.ich.'rs enoiieouslv conrpivod that its obligations extended to con-

verts made from the heailien woihl at larn''- And alih.iuuh S-. Paul comhaled thu

ritto , as opposite to Iho |)liin and scope of Hie Gospel, which ulfered salvation to

Gentile as well as to Jew, and mainlamed ihe circumcision of tlie new Law was that

of the heart and not of the letter; vet, m confendim: for the freedom of the Gentiles,

and iherebv iucalculablv eubngineihe pale of salvation, the Apostle condemns not

the observances of the Jewish prose.l>iPS, bit allows that onto! circumcision arisen

much profit every way Undestroved. therefore, and uncondeimied by ihe now

ddclrnip, the Mosaic insiiiniions continued to linge', as things permitted to the Jew*,

but not enioined to mher Christians, until that jiart <4 the ("hnrch which consisted of

Clirislian"jew«or JudaiziiigChiislians. gradually diminishing, merRt'd at leoglh in

the j^reat mass of CInistiai.itv, and availed ihemselvps of the gpiural liberty.

We will suppose that our scei tic still prospcntes his objections, and urges further,

that al(hou"h the Law of Moses was not expressly abrogated bv the Christian iJis-

pensaiion, still it was superseded, and its desiriiciion followed as a matter of comse;

andiheiwfore, that if C;hrist came not on purpose to destroy the Law and the Pro-

phets, still by and th.oui>li his mission, it was ac'nallv destroyed. To this we have

alre.idy returned one answer. It was not the offer of the Gospel to the Jews, but

their ignorant and prejudiced rejection of that inestimable a;iff, which iccasioned the

destruction of Jeins.ilem, ancJ tne dc«nlatioo of Judah; even as the storm mid

overthrow of a beiie^red citv is not prodnred by a message, offering the inhabitants

easy terms of safe submission, but bv their own obstinacy in refusing fo accept what

was mercifully tendered. But another answer remains, comprehending within brief

comiiass the great and awful mvsterv of Christianity.

Christ did net come, as we have already seen, to destroy the law ; but, second'y^

he came to fn'fil it. That which is fulfilled can in to sense be said to be destroyed,

even thmigli by means of its being fulfilled it should cease to exist. Thus, the crop

of the husbandman is destroyed, if it perish through tempest in the field; but if it is

caihered into the garner, and put to (be proper uses of man, it is not in anv sense

destroyed. thou"b cousunie '

; but, on the contrary, 'he purposes of its hems; reared

ate legitimatelv'fulfilled. And in this sense the law of Moses being fulfilled in Christ

Jpsus. remains no longer binding on his faithful fidiowers. Fie hath gathered in the

harvest, and invites them for his sake and his name to nanakeof the bread of li(e.

which by their own exertions they could never have obtaitie,d.

)d he saw it, an^
Mathew .x.^iii. 23; and Luke xi. 42.


