
A JOURNEY IN SEARCH OF CHRISTMAS

was far too wise to think for a single mo-

ment of restoring tlie runaway to his de-

bauched and shiftless parents. Possessed

of ime imagination, he went through a if

scene in which he appeared at the Lusk

threshold with Billy and forgiveness, and

intruded upon a conjugal assault and bat-

tery. "Shucks!" said he. "The kid

would be off again inside a week. And I

don't want him there, anyway."

Denver, upon the following day, saw

the little bootblack again at !'% comer,

with his trade not lost; but near him stood

a tall, singular man, with hazel eyes and

a sulky expression. And citizens during

that week noticed, as a new sight in the

streets, the tall man and the little boy walk-

ing together. Sometimes they would be in

shops. The boy seemed as happy as pes-


