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of liuckiiigliaiii, vi/., galena or lead, associated w idi .•oilplmlc of

barytes. It.s discovery was (Mitirely accidental, and tliongli the

veins have only been uncoviTcd for a short distance, suflicicnt

idea has been gained of thi'ir richnei^s to warrant extensive opera-

tions. Sulphate of barytcs, familiarly known as \\hile lead, is

extensively employed in iIk; Jirts as a jjainl, both by itself and for

mixing with other pigments as an adidteralion, for which purpovse

it is fitted by its great weight. It enters into the comjjosition of

the cheaper kinds of white lead j)aint, to the extent sometimes of

75 or 80 per cent, l-'or this purj)ose the native sulphate; of barytes

lis crushed, and if necessary boiled with diluted sulphuric acid

to remove any metallic oxide which may discolour it, after which

it is ground to a fine powder. A much fin(;r article than that

|(jl)taincd by simply grinding the mineral, is ])repared from the

f sulphate by igniting it with charcoal, and then oi)taining a j)rcci-

ipitatc
by tlu; use of sulphuric acid. This is called permanent

white, and is used as a water colour, and in the manufacture of

paper hangings, for giving a peculiar glossy surface. The (H)n-

sumption of the ground suljjhatc of barytes is very considerable,

as much as two tons per week being used in Soulh Lancashire
;

I about 4,000 tons are sold annually in the U. S., partly inijjorted

from Europe, and partly obtained Irom })arts of theirown lerritorv.

The ajipearanee it presents in its native state is an opatpie white,

which can hr. easily cut or scrajjed, not unlike hard putty. The
veins discovered e* liuckingham are from G to 14 inches wide,
several of them containing strings or i)ands of galena, or lead ore.

Tiie locality in Aviiieh the iliscovery has been xnndc is very favour-

able fen* working, being on the summit of a blnlf (u- steep l)ank

isurmounling a small creek, thus afibrding natural facilities for

draining oft" the water from the workings. The propm-ty on which
|t!]c discovery has been made has passed into the hands of a

(Quebec firm, but the works are tcmjjorarily susj>endcd ; it is to

'be hoped however that operations will be resumed in the

Spring, as there is every indication of rich returns, and it has been
fisciMtained in addition that the lead is argentiferous, or impreg-
nated with silver. 1 have been unable to obtain any statistics

relative to the assays made from this locality, the company main-
taining a remarkable reticence on the subject.


