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to tie AMERICAN FISHERY, 8cc. ^
France by the Utrecht treaty, and the fifhery in the gulf in

general, were the only fiiheries which Frame demanded

during the courfe of the negotiation, from its commence-

ment to the delivery of her laft memorial. This, 1 conceive,

is worthy of particular notice—That for the fake of thefe two

fifheries the flielter was during this courfe demanded and in-

fifted on, as neceffary to their enjoyment— That France

having prefled this neceflity, by the anfwer of England to the

ultimatum of France^ his Britannic majefty confented to cede

to the French king the ifland of St, Peter^ with its port, for

that purpofe, upon certain exprefs and indifpenfabic con-

ditions, containing apt and efFedtual provifion for confining

this ifland with its port at ail times to the fole ufe of the

fhelter demanded— That France hereupon, by her next and

laft memorial, neither accepted the offer made to her, nor con-

fined herfelf to the point of fhelter ; but after objeding to

the fmallnefs of the ifland of St, Peter^ not to its port, and

to its fituation with refpedt to Placentia^ and mentioning her

propofals of other iflands, propofed to add to the ceflion of

St* Peter the ifland of Miquelon: then fpeaking of thefe

iflands as two inconfiderable yt'///^w^«/j, declares that fhe will

accept of them ; and afterwards, that (he " does not pretend
** to fifli and dry their fifli on the coaft oi Newfoundland^ but
" in purfuance of the flipulation of the 13'^ article of the
** treaty of Utrecht^ provided it be underftood that the French
** may fifli and dry their fifli on the coafts of St, Pierre and
** Michekn^ So that France now, departing from the tenor

and fpirit of all the prior negotiation, propofed to obtain two

iflands for two fettlements, and two fiflieries to be carried on

upon thefe iflands, inftead of one fhelter or port, to which her

fifliing veflels employed in the two aforefaid fifiieric j demand-

ed in the preceding parts of the negotiation m^ght retire in

cafe of need.

For the better underftanding the point of flielter, with the

degree of its neceflity, it may be confldered, that the fifliery
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