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the 38th degrr« of latitude. During the whole period
from the landing of Fernando Cortes in California,
and the latter part of the eighteenth eentury, Spain
had uniformly asserted her title to the northwest
<<M8t of America, and had from time to time made
efforts not only to exttnidher discoveries there, but
to peifect her light of empire and domain by per-
manent establishments.

In 1774, Perei vas ordered by the viceroy of
Mexico to proceeff to 60° north latitude, and
explore the coast south to Monterey, and to take
possession, in the name of the king of Spain, of the
places where he should land. He succeeded in reach,
ing the 54th parallel, within two-thirds ofa degree of
4he northern boundary of the disputed territory,
whence he returned along the coast to Washington's
island, as i( was called by Capt. Gray, or Uueen
Charlotte's island, aa it was afterwards named by
the British navigators. In latitude 49° 30' he enter-
ed a capacibus bay, where he remained Jbr some
time, trading with the natives—the same bay, be-
yond all qutesiion, which was four years afterwards
called King Ghtorge's sound by Capt. Cook, and
a now known as Nootka sound.
Tha next year, (1775,) Heceta sailed as far north

*a the 48th degree of latitude, and explored the
«oaat south, filUneupthe Outline which Perez had
left incomplete. He had previously landed at 41°
10*1 •nj' erected a cross with an inscription setting
forth that he had taken possession of the country in
thenaaie of his sovereign. In latitude 4(tO 17^ he
«iM»vered a rapid current outward from the land,
opposite to an opening, wiiich he immediately pro-
Jtounoed to be the mputh of a river. Fcom him it

was firft called the Enirada de Heceta, and af-
terwords the river St. Roc. He' made repeat-
'Cd attempts to enter it, but was constantly baffled
by the violence of the current. This is now conce-
ded to have been the mouth of the river Columbia,
which was discovered

. and entered by Caok. Gray,
of Boston. ' *^

"
During the same year the coast was also explored

from the 56ih to the 59th degree of latitude by
Quadra (y Bodega) and Maurelia, who erected
crosses in testimony of their discoveries. On their
return, they viaited the coast at the 47th degree of
latitude, and explored it from the 45ih southwardly
to the 49)1

'

It will be perceived by theae.detaila, which I have
deemed it necessary to state with some particulari-
ty, that previous to 1778, the year in which Cap-
tain Cook visited the northwest cbast, the Spaniards
had examined it with great care and perseverance
'rora 37° •<> 49° 30'. They had also examined it from
the 54tl; to the 59th parallels, and visited it at inter-
mediate points. Ar^ in these explorations they
were wholly without competitors, excepting on the
partof some Russian navigators, who had made dis-
coveries north of the 56ih paraller, and Drake, who
had Tiaited the coast at the 38ih. During the two cen-
turies which intervened from the expedition of
Drake to the third voyage of Cook, no attempt had
««eB BMde, nor any de«ign indiorted on the part of
Great Britain, to avail herselfofany pretended right
*>y virtue of the transient visit of the former to the
coast; while Spain constantly asserted her claim to
it by virtue <}f previous and subsequent discoveries.
And in California and its neighborhood she had, af-
ter repeated efforts, su ii-eeded in effecting the per-
manent occupation of the country, whkh was her
earnest object—an object which no other powe» du-
ring that long |)«riod had even in contemplation.
The third voyage of Captain Cook, undertaken

in 17771, gave the Urtt indication of a dcalr« on
the part of Great Britain to appropriate sneh pasts
of the northwest eoasi o' %meriea as she coitMd*
ered open to settlemdnt, d subject tiiam to h«
dominion. He was inat -ted to take possession,
in the name of the king, < onvenient situations in
the countries he might di ^ver that had not b««K
already discoversri or visited by any other Euro-
pean power. In -1778 he landed at NootkA sqund,
in 49° 33' north latitude, where he remained nearlr
a month trading with the natives and refitting his
vessel. I l)elieve this was the only point within ths
territory in dispute at which Captain Couk landeAand
it iti proved by iu latitude to be the same bay whieh
Perez discovered four years before, and in whieh
ho passed sometime, like Captain Cook, tniinC
with the natives. The subsequent explorations at
the latter were made further north, (I belisfb ho.
did not see the coSst south of 55°,) withaTtt#to
the discovery of a passage between the Paelk and
Atlantic oceans, and they have no bearing on th«
question under discussion.
The explorations of Captain Cook ga^e no thin ^

whatever to Great Britain on the score of discdyery
—the only place where he landed having b«en pre*
vioual^ visted by Perez. Becdes, if she hoagauiai'
a «ontingen( right of possession by virtue of hit.
explorauons, she did not proeeed fo ptrftctli^ tills

by a forma) occupancy. The neglect of Ghrtht
Britain to take actual possession of Nootka, sound,
even ifshe had gaineoa contineent right by discov^
ery, is conclusive against any ewim on her p^rt to a
right of oroperty in it. For eight or nine years the
British fla^ wss hot once unfurled there, as I can
learn, althotfth the place had, ii. the mean time,,
been visited by navigators of other natidm^ and it

was not until several years later still that it was
even entered by a public armed vessel of Qreat
Britain; and then not until the Sponith goveriunent
had taken formal possession of it.

In 1787, Berkeley, an Englishman, in, the seryioe
of the Austrian East Iiiilia Company, saw the strait
of Juan de Fuca, but without attempting to enter it<,

In like manner, Meares, a lieutenant in the- British ,

navy, though in the service ofa Portuguese mutehsnt,
and sailing under the flag of Portugal, stot a boat a

'

few miles into the strait in 1788,'having learned ttvttt.

Berkeley that be hiid re-discovered it the precadlnr
year. Meares also explored the coast in the y'mtS^
ly of tlie mouth of t^o Columbia rivpr, and came to
tt|e conclusion, to iise his own languoge,^ that' "no '

such river as that of St. Roc exista, as laid dowh in
the SpanisKcharts."— Fbyii^ >,^e.,/itftnJUirar«,eio., '
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As the 'transactions, in which Meares wase»>
gaged, on the northwest coast, are intimately con-
nected with the claim of Great Britain to a right pf
jointoccapancy in respect to Oregon,! tmsttt w»U
not be deemed superfluous if I examine thsm soach
whiit in detail.

i?,3fore making the explorations above refeRaM.'iOr,
Meares had landed at Nootka soiind, ood Ml ff>fr-
ty to build a small vessel. Heha4fora triibqgei^
sideration obtained the graptof "a spot nf Erstnw"
from Maqiiinna, the king of the surrounding oran'-
try, to build a house for the accommodation of tha
party. The occupation was avowedly fbr a tempo-
rary purpose, and he had stipulated with Maquiisna
to restore the posaessio^ to him, when he (Mesrm)
should finally leave the coast.* In the atitumn of

'"Maquinnahadnot anlT msit rcadil
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