
Conclusion

struggles between the Imperial Government and the

parties in the Reichstag during the years which have

passed since the founding of the Empire. Bismarck,

the Prussian, realised better than anyone else that

in Germany strong government could only be based

and maintained on the monarchical principle. The

work of union could only be permanent if the mon-

archy was not a purely ornamental part of the fabric

of the Empire, but was made to be the actual support

of the union. And if the creative power of Prussian

monarchy, well tested in the course of centuries, was

to be enlisted in the interests of the new Empire, then

the King of Prussia must, as German Emperor, be

more than the bearer of shadowy dignities; he must

rule and guide—and for this purpose must actually

possess monarchical rights such as have been laid

down and transcribed in the Constitution of the

Empire.

Germany would never, or at best very slowly and

imperfectly, have achieved union as a State by fol-

lowing the paths of democracy along which other

nations have reached the goal of national develop-

ment. As a monarchy, with the federal Princes re-

presented in the Federal Council, and the King of

Prussia at the head, we have become a united Ger-

man Empire. Had we been entrusted entirely to the

care of quarrelling parties in Parliament, the idea of

the Empire would never have gained so much ground,

would never have been able to win the heart of Ger-

mans to such an extent as is actually the case, since the

275

i


