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to assisting the maintenance of British

export trade in motor vehicles.

At the outbreak of war, steps were im-

mediately taken by the War Department

to secure for service all the motor lorries

of subvention type working for commercial

houses. These not being numerically suf-

ficient for the whole needs of the army,

several thousand other motor lorries of

approximately the same carrying capacity,

but of varying types, were requisitioned

somewhat hastily. The quality of the

fleets thus formed was variable, even though

a process of weeding out at the ports of

embarkation did something towards secur-

ing uniformity. In the same way the urgent

need of employing many thousands of

transport drivers naturally led to the enlist-

ment ofmen of varying capabilities. Drivers

handling lorries or 'buses are in some

instances required to be fairly capable

mechanics. In others, any interference with

the mechanism of their machines is dis-

couraged, and they are taught to be entirely

dependent on the mechanical staff at their

headquarters. Such men, while thoroughly


