
I III. i^ircaliM- iMit of tliis b )ok was subniitlcvl a i tluMs lor

tlic dcj^icc of Doctor of Letters of the I'liiv Tsity of Gl is.;o\v.

As it is now published it has bc( n considerably enlarged,

several chapters havin- been added. In its preparation I

have not had the advantaj^e of consulting' Sir Kamkrishna

(lopal Hhandarkar's detailed treatment of most of the subject

in his I'aisiiaiisin, Siiirisnt and Minor Rcliiiions Systnns,

which appeared a year ag.- Wy that time the manuscrii)t was

already complete, and it was only possible to make use of this

work in one or two footnotes. That is the more to be regretted as

this is a subject on which no one can speak with such authority

and such knowledge as this venerable scholar, who is hims<-lf

an adherent of the schcol of bhakti. No one who knows

' Dr. Hhandarkar', as his friends still prefer to call him, could

treat with anything but deep respect a religious movement of

which at its highest he may be said to be the representative.

I desire to acknowledge with much gratitude the assistance

given in the preparation of this volume by Mr. J. X. l'"ar(iuhar,

one of the editors of the .series to which it belongs. Were it

not for the guidance that his wide knowledge of all aspects of

Indian religion has afforded, the defects of this book would be

.still greater than they are. He has also by the pains he has

taken in the correction of the proofs done much to bridge the

wide interval that lies in this case between the author and

the printer.
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