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Father Dixon's statement is just as unfair a« it would be

for nie to ju(l<:je tlie whole of tlie iniesthood of the Church of

Home by what lie h;is ^liowii himself t'. he in thia controversy.

I know them well enough to l)e al)lij to say that, as a class, they

ure not "as deticient in iearniiij;, in <,'n(jd jn(li,'ment and the pro-

prieties" as l;e is.

We oii^fht to feel exoei'diiii^ly ^rat«'ful to Father Dixon for

hisadmissii)n that ourCATKciiisM is (juitc Oithodox--you will now
have full contidence in your Catechism since he approves of it.

It appears tliat Father Dixon 'x-annot open his mouth with-

out piittiiiij his foot m it. " He speaks in his last letter of "the

dark a^es.' In liis fornur epistle he dcnieil that there were

any "lark a^i's. " He s;ud iliat tlie archives of London, Berlin,

Paris and llDiiie an- l>i'iii!,r searched and tlie discovery is heinj^

made that all the liistury of tlwjse dark days is 'a conspiracy

against the truth." Much more honest is the Catholic article

from which I have already ijuoted:

'We have no he-,itftncy in admittinnf that the Churcli has

seen dark days. There have l)een in IuljIi places clerics of re-

preliensihle conduct. Prelates and rulers of the Church have

been guilty of :;rave otience a;jfain'^t the moral law. Sins liavo

aboundi'l In the ecclesiastical state. All this has been chroni-

cled and niiiy be vieweil as prrxif of how far men, forgetting

principle and duty, may go away from the path of rectitude."

In closing let me .say that I have no quarrel whatever with

Catholics as such. As I said in my iirst sermon, I believe that

the (Jathnlic people themselves desire the things that make for

oeace. 1 cannot but admire tlie piety and devotion manifested

among them. I am sure that many of them believe that though

in forms of worship we ilo not agree, we are all the children of

one He.ivenly Father: servants of the same Divine Master, our

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; that we are being guided by

the same Divine Spirit ; that we have the same glorious hope of

a blessi d immortality, through that faith in Christ which is the

present and eternal triumph over death ; and that at last we
shall find cnirselves in th*' everlasting home which Christ has

prepared for al! them that love llim and wait for His appearing. .-r-.-^J


