Along the C,P.R. West ot
Portage.
Along the €. P. R in Manitobn o

promineat foaturo of the many towns -

large and gmall, {8 the number of
large grain clovators. Even thosmal-
lest have two amd three, and that
sometimes whore there are not a dor-
en otl'er hut'dings at the stationThelr
oxistonco attests the rapid and stond-
1y increasing growth of tho grain
production of the country. From Port-
age Ia Prairie west there are from
two te soven  or elglit elovators at
overy station. Burnside in the midst
of agood wheat.growing country has
threa. Bagot, recently turned out,
had two, and this point on'y a fow
years ago was not counted on as much
more than apoint for the 'sbipment
of cordwood west, This industry con-
tinues, though the réeent fires have
destroyed some of the lest woods.
The cultivation of land for wheat hag
teen s'ow but it hos steadily in-
creasel and there are many fine set-
tlements round this point.

From McGregor west ajmost to Car-
terry was at  one tlme point-
ed out as one of the districts the
great Canadian highway should not
have run through lecause Lt was look-
ol on as of little value. True there
is n considerable range of sand hbills,
and the road still parses through them
and they hipve not changed, but there
has Leon & mighty change in the coun-
try outiying from the line. There are
now large well settled and prosperouns
o.mm nit @; to right and eft the whole
way, and that they exist Is indicated
as well as by the trade which has
bullt up, and is continuing to sup-
port the soid little towns at the rail-
way stations. MeGregor las prob-
ably the best land lying clcse to the
town of any of these along the see-
tiou named. Tlie land iy all taken up
and farmed, and while ti2 farms and
fields are not so lavge owing to the
fact that the growth of poplar and
scrub must firgt be cieared, the farm-
ers as a class are as prosperous us any
of the -more popular wheat growing
Pplains in other parts of the province.
Tliey- have the additiona! advantage
of not depending solely on wheat, ag
mixed [nrming is more suited to tho lc-
cality.

MeGregor has a crean.cry that this
Year twned out in the neighborhooki
of 25,000 ‘1bs of butter netting scme
F3,000 to the patrons. It was vpar-
ated thie season by the late Me. Hettlo
and the buttermaker was F. Lutley,
who attended the datdy selicol  at
Wimnipeg last -winter. A cheese foc-
tory, owiied by o Joint stock company,
wis alge started this year, but was
not in ‘operation -tfie whole season.
Semo 6,000 1bs of cheese was turned
out ‘ln one month. - The estimated
quu,ntlt;;‘ot- wheat tributiry to this

.proprictor of a large general

THE COMMERCIAL

polnt this year is about 100,000 hush.
els. There arc four clevators, Rogors
Bros., who own tho grist mill, having
erectad n 25,000 bushel clevator In
connectlon. Tho mull I8 o very good
roller procesy, capaclty 126 btls, is
operated  day and nfght.  Mrv, I,
Rogers 18 tho reskdent partner and
manager. The Lake of the Woods
Milling Co., Northern and Dominton
Elevator companies ard also on the
market. Merrick Bros. and Wm.
IXnox have good stores, carrying large
stocks of general merchandise. Thero
are also two hardware stores. J. IL
M -Coxson is now proprictor of ono
of these, having bought Hy Byer's
stock on Sept. 15th. H. Hurdwman
carries o stock of groceries, fruit, and
a small stock of dry goods, nlso hag a.
bakerys Teter Martin s in the
grocery and hoots and shoo business,
having purchasod R. Martin's stock
twae months ago. L. E. Turner has
a vory neat butcher shop and dues a
business i1t buying stock to ship. He
has shippod-out this season some half
dvozen eaxs of hogs, about 100 head
of fat eattle and has shipped west to
tho ranclies 400 to 500 hiéad of stock-~
ey, McGregor has now u newspaper
the Herald, publislicd by E. A. Bailey.
There nre two womperance hotels.
Drs. Haworth and Xemnefatler oare
located llere.  Luch has o drvgstore.
There s & pumpmaker, G. Matthew,
and several smaller businesses. Thoe
postmaster {s Mr. T. R. Vakdon, who
is also clerk of the munlcipality, and
o goanepal {nsurance agent. M.
Vardon has been here from the timo
that he was alinost the sole busiuess
man of the place. McGregor is a sub-
stantinf little town and while not
likely toe bo a metropolis is assured of
a steady and increasing trade, de-
peuding as it does on o prosperous sur-
rourding satticment.

The village ¢f Austin has also a con-
slderable grain trade, with tloeo ele-
vators and g good grist mil, the lat-
ter owned and operated by Hoen,

- Walter Clifford. Mr. Clifford- has been

fn business at Austin a number of
years now and Is a progressive, pul-
He-spirited business man. He s also
storo
dolnz a good trade. J. C. Stinson
owns tlie other general store in Aus-
tin. .A gocd hardware stock Is kept
Ly J. Stinsom. 'W. D. Duncan is pro-
prietor of the lwotel: There are two
butchers, E, Creamer and J. Gray. A
uit store,. boarding house and two
Hv.ory stables and the wsual black-
smith shops completer the business

places of the village. The land fm- |

medlately surromnding Austin is not
s good.as that Zurther haek. The

country Is becoming well settled

up and- the farmers are engaged In
mixed farming, which is the-safe line
in agriculture.

Sldney and Melbourne, the next.two

statlons live now tivo elevators éach,

‘probably
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somo of thom orected this year. John
FcElren Is a gonoral merehiant at $1d-
ney and a village iy beginning to grow
up ot this pdnt,  Bome of the new
olovators erocted this season are fit-
ted with gamoline englnes, a small
brick buliding being crected somo dls-
tance from the elovator in which o
onglne and gasoling taunk are lcoatad),
a shatt connecting with tho elevator
machivery.

————

British Columbia Business
Yieview.

Vancouver, Oct., 25.—DBusiness s
generally fafr, though wliolesalers in
grain, flour and feed roport ° things
rathor quiet, with a downward tend-
ency in prices. ‘The grain and flour

-~

men don't hntleipate any large imme-

Cindo development in the diroction of
exports to Japan via Vancouver and
through themselves. Tho trade s too
gtrong'y intrenched In  the Puget
Sound ports to Lte yeadlly or casily
capturod despite the sangulne “liopes
of Mr. Anderson, Canada’s trade com-
nmisslonor to the land of the Mikado.
Wholesale provision men repord bust-
ntess goold, and a telter feellng gen-
erally existent throughout the prov-
ee. In  dresied ments prices axe
g ightly lower in some varietins.Plums
aro out of the market,wund in fish the
Socknye salmon have been replaced
by the later running cohoos, not quite
so highly osteemod. There is much
licmo shot game, iue uding venivon,now
ou tlhe market, rotailing at very easy
prices for consumers.

A very buoyant feeling as to tlhe
carly [uture, fiere generally prevalls,
tn view of the promise of Sir Wm. Yan
florne bnd the visiting Canadian Pa-
elffe railway directors, that by the
tstablishment in spring of a first-
vlues etcamship and railroad service
between Vancouver, the  Stickeen
River and other points, en .oute di-
rectly to Klondyke and Yukon gold
tentres, they will make Vancouver a
bigg epireport for Yukon outfitting.
As one result, the Hudson’s Bay Co. i
here preparing to got in a complete
and very costly stock of Yukon sup-
plies, representing probably at least
$50,000 as a first outlay. Another
matter halled with much local satis-
taction, is the promise of the C. P. R.
to-extend largely the present inade-
nuate company’s wharfage and erect
an unusually fine range of depot,store-
house, office and other terminal bujid-
ings along the city’s harbor front
and next the station, also to increase
frelght delivery facilitios by many new
slde tracks. The great rallway com-
pany asks the city in return, to con-
cede some tax exemption, which will

be arrapnged and rat-
Ifled Dby the necessary majority

of voting citizens, on a basis of the
complete or almost completo exemp-
tlon fromn municipal taxation of the



