
11CARELESS",

"Are you a-scared, littie glirl, a-
scaredil ?»lie guieried agaii.

8h. reslgued heorself with eyc as-
hune at thec red-faocd ve-xation of
one ot the, straingers and laughcd
softiyv at thle luxu1ry of the, situation.

"You're a div i, h said, -if thar
ever was one(-ant' sivIi a kid. Whly
yon're no more'n a kid, are you t"

Ife met the doting of lier look with
onec as mielting and leaned se closeP that
their Ibreithi~ inrgled - thiat in the
beating passion wicli cuwomipassed
tleie the. nenac-ing stir (of feekt mnd
grewl et voices behind passed unat-
tended.

«TNeII," hie said, "cyeu've neyer kissed
nie in ver lite. Will yen do it, uow-
liere -just once? Are yen gaiue,
ginlie, are youl gamxet"

"Gaine,! S'iloh drew back a fraction
sud met the. full career of his glane.;
then laughed agaiu with a sudden
break te it. "Oh yen kiddie,» siie
aigh.d, <'you little kid!1" Then
drepped lier chun terward on her
bands again, lier full, virile womsn-
hoed epen te the caress.

Simultaneously aimost sud lu res-
ponse su oath ripped tertii 11k. tiie
crack et a revolver aud with the. crash
of an overturued table the, big liglit
that lit the, roem went auddenly eut.
The boy with au eye te trouble liad
reaehed it just iu time, sud the, fren-
zied rush of halt-drunken cattiemen
breke nelully on chairs sud impediug
furniture.

Careless with an arm te the. girl'.
waist slipped quietly eut the aide deer.
lIt was but a moment te, bis horse, sud
the girl stood watehing him at the.
bottom ot the. front stics as li
maouuted.

«You're a-goin te, get hurt some
tirue,» ah. warned i rased toues, "if
you dou't iev a bette'. car. ou."

"Tiien yen alieuldu't make it se
werth my ulule," lie parried, as h.e
dug iu the. apursand threw back a
kias at lier. "SI long!»'

The. uext minute the. iurtle et pur-
sit flung itelf out on the. veranda
and a aix-shooter mspped up the. road

n vain dù1tenper. The. girl hurried
iUp thie rieýkicty stairs and watehed Iimii
ouit or sigh roin an upstairs window.
she. wondc1rcd vaguely why% hie hiad
riodcuiiin thei wrong diccio ay
frein thti- vattIe ranhvl,

It was, a good cighty mi1le's and lu
theý evingii1 th[at Carcless camne up
withi his nex.-t amour. Ile hiad slept
a siretchi bW-k farthier and sven to his
hiorse, so thagt insu and aimiial were

coxpartîvly reIl, and thiere. waa
really neo wecd Io stop, bult the sigllt (if
the. camp nepstliug snugly at the. road-
si(le withi the browu sioke curling
througli ovenhauiiigitig poplars wvas tee
mmceli for e0thetive owvboy tastes, and
Ile drew rein.

They met hlmii lu the inaunier of
gypsies, the nien wvitli grunts aud
sullen looks, tii. womeu with ealm, lu-
quisitive, apecuilative ey.s. Tliey asked
him no questions, however, anid h.e
aaiked them noue. The. supper on the
stained oilcloth cover waa a quiet,
psychie affair, but atterward when
lie liad croased witii silver the. palm
et the. eldest ef the. three wemeu aud
iiad lier tel hia fortune, thoy began te
take au interest lu hlm.

Carelesa, ou hiii aide, with the brown
glow et tiie cofi!. h.e had druuk iu has
veina, tms enly tee glad te b. geujul.
With cloqunt lips, .yes, and handa;
lie told themi atories of the. catti. coun-
try-tuehiug ligiitly but significaut-
ly ou hiii owr exploits and, by and by
when warmed up te it he thirew back
hi. curly pst. sud Ianghed like one
p.rfectly at home, aud held out a
frank, aparkliug camaraderie te lhem.
e did ail this-did it drarnaticaly-

and, as lie weut ou, the, iviiolesome,
weathered, nut-browu youth lu the
face ef the youngest of the. women
crouched eloser at hlm across tiie lire,
taing ou sud refleetiug s part et Usi
ardeur tilt aie aeemed te b. dreaming
the.'.

Uncouseieusly, pezrhaps, as lie con-
tmuied lie addreased. lier more particu-
larly as is beat auditor-then sud-
denly lu a pause lu the. narrative,
they fouud themselv.san ienl their


