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I1 e' know how long it tookz
Ruktfus te work riglit rouind hie victim
tilt he reachied the hiedge on thic far
s idec, buit it eertainly seemed like
heur11S; and al1 thec time, in the won-
derful stilly lule betwee thnues
the vixen ecould hiear that other dog-
fox barking hie deleful challenge te
fighit for a mnate in the dJeep gloom of
the fir-tree beit euly juest aeross thec
road. Bjt, this timie she took nio ne-
t ice--for flhe moment at auy rate. Hler
heart. was iu the work ou hand, and,
thoiugh neither beast hiad speken, she
mueit have been a party te mur dog-
fex>s plan. Shpemiold attend te the
ether (log-fox if this oue failed thie
timie, ehe seemed te think,

Thon the fox, whielh had finally
r fahedtc hedge, walked straight

throughi it and went from sight. The
spot where ho weut iu was about flfty
yards uip the hiedge to thic riglit of
the hare, but about ten yardsq down the
hedge te flhc left of the hare was a
well-worn gap, whiehi "Pues" bail no
doubt usd any finies. The hiun-
ted oue broughit his great eyes, with
their permanent look of foolish ter-
roir, roiind te thec vixen, and soleinly
regarded hier for file next twe min-.
ites, and it le possible by then thiat
lie had forgotten frjeud fox. Anyv-
way, the( vixen did bier best te help
him to forget himi.

At the eud( of two minutes, with al
the auddenness and uinexpecteduess
and every atom ef speod of whielh ehe
Was capable, she huirled herself at the
haro, the sniow fairly fiying lu a
eleuid behlud ber as shie kicked off at
the start. Shie kuow ehe could net
catch that swift beast, but that was of
ne aceount. lier game was te startie
him, hueitie him. terrify him inte that
blind,. mad fliiht whieh le the hare's
weak point.

And ehe did. Hlolding alightly to
the right, she had eovered flfteen
yards bef ore "Pues» realized what

ehe was "at". Then he went, whipped
ilnte the night on the legs of sudden
panie, going enly as a hare eau-
etraight te the, gap in the hedge. lie
looked like simply a browu linc,
swiftly drawu across the snow, and-

The dog-fox must have been lying
right flat on the ground lu the run-
way ou the other side of the gap, and
-it was a hair-raising sight. As the
hare fairly whizzed through the gap,
it seemed as if a reddish strea< fiashed
iip unider hie very feet. The twe shot
straight up into the air, loeked, it
seemed, together, and, falliug apart,
came dewu with a thud, sprawliugr,
Quick as thought, aud gruuting
louidly, the hare had scratched hlm-
self up te hie feet agajil; but, quicker
etill, thic red fox had rolled ever, anid
even as he lay on hie back hie nee
stretehied eut, hie fange flashed lu the
mnoonlight, there was a loud Suap and
a high, thin, piercilg scream as the
hiare struggled and bounded madly
iipwards-èaught by eue hiud leg.

Th'len, befere yeu could wiuk, an-
other red form shot at full gallop
through the gap, fairly on tep ef
them. There fellowed a second gleamn
ef fange, a second snap, the eeream
was switehied off like an electric light,
and the vixen was rolling over and
ever on thec snow, aIl mixed up with
the fex and the hare together.

Thon, att alene in the hedge..ditch,
far tee Luesy to speak or make love, but
content, quite, quite, content, the two
made their wedding feast off the giant
hare-whoee weight, by the way, raust
have been certainly 91b, 9i oz.An
thic other -fox, who was stiti yapping
in the fir-plantation, ceuld go hang
for a wife, s0 far as that eue vie
was ceucerued. She wasn't goirig to
leave a husbaud who could use hli
brains as our deg-fox had doune bis,
and coulé[ snateh a meal from the
very lap of Fate through sheer, ai-
meet human reaeouîng.


