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tably  fubfide, and the defire  of
fame, which has been the fource
of {o many meritorious. atchieve-
ments, will in a imanner be exiin-
guithed; for every ome will then

live uninfluenced by the conduét
of his progenitors, and cqually un-
awed by any odium infamous aftions
xmght defervedly leave upon record.

But if the Almighty (as we .are
told in the Decalogue) vifits the
fins of the fathers upon the chil-
dren, unto the third and fourth.
generation, and on the contrary,
thews mercy and favour to the iffue
of the virtuous ; why are not the
defeendents of the one, and of the
other, to be duly diftinguithed a- |
mong men? Birth, on the one
hand, is not to be too highly and.
Jmmoderatelv efteemed; we fhould
confider that the moft xl]ufb-xous fa-
mlhes, could they be traced to their

origin, were at nr[t obfcure, and |
“mot diftinguifhed from the cormmon
race of mortals: and that, how-
ever mortifying it may be,” many
of the. gr'eate(‘c fumilies that ever
exifted, after gradually rifing from
obfcurxty, o the greateft eminence
wealth and  power, ‘and afrer h.\\-

very

'mg been confpxcaous a féw cen-
turies, have again as progreflively

“dwindled into extinftion. Many
{uch there were, the names of
which alone only now remain

which all perfons converfant in the
~ hiftory and antiquities of Turope
~muft allow. And how many thon-
fand ' families, of a fecond clafs
-~ have there been, who after furnifh-
ing for 5, 6, -7, or 800 years,
“a-long. fucceffion of knights and
‘ gentlemen, have “after fuch various
. periods of “time “(and often a much.
lefs) “dropt into oblivion, either by
2 toral ceflation of defcendents,’ by’
. the’ ahen1t:on of- their eltates, (thro’

rle_-s,

_.prodlo'\lltv prohxﬁun, “and (:\C(_f's)
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ey ?—Empires- and kmgdoms have
hitherto had an  origin, meridian,
and period to their glory and con-
tinuance ;3 and fhall fumilies, which
are on]y fo many limbs of f{tates am!
governments, expeét to have u more
protracted duration ? No: there {eems
to be wnothing human defigned for
us to pride ourfelves too lnghly up-
onj thofe therefore  only delude
themfelves, who, inftead of an hum-
ble and due deporiment, affume
haughiinefs and Hwrrogance.

As to the influence of blood or
the qualitics inherent from defcent,
though they are not to be infifted
upon as infallible, yet they are not
to be mreated as wholly chimerical
by any candid cr rational pulbn
The 'ld\'Ol.atCH of this fay, it is o
apparent, even in - animals,
that they wonder any one will dis-
pute it: and many are the
ments madé ufe of, “hxch are ad-
mitred or difputed, as " they tally
with the principles or ‘prejudices of
the perfons contending; but tha
which feems. at once wo  furmount
every objedion that’ can be made,
1s, that we feldom fail to fee the
infirmities and maladies of hwman
nature entailed on poftericy.  Mad-
nels, chronical difeafes, violent and
inorditate paflions, and the various
evils of intemperance, are ufually
iransmitted from the parent o his
offspring 5 why then may we not
from- lu‘nce prefume to mfer, that
many valuabie and amiable endow-
ments are as  often derived  from
birth ?
bencvolence have been

ar Ell—

the  diflin-

guithing charadter iflics of fome fami- |
othcr virtues of

.md
others.

various

Children offen more re-

|emble their parents by a uxty of

manuers and condudt,” than in the
éxternal fimilitiude of’ thmr pcnfuns.

"This*Jas” been. obferved in” ulph.mx__
ither -
contingar- e n.l_!_ example nor. precept coild

and pofthumous iflne,’ where s

An inherent generofity and -




