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Appendix 399

will represent the views and sentiments of the Democratic 
party in the United States supporting the Administration. 
What have we seen ? The ink is barely dry upon this 
treaty before he, as the representative of the Government 
and Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, brings 
forward a measure to do—what ? Why, to make free 
articles that Canada sends into the United States, and 
upon which last year |i,800,000 of duty was paid.

I do not intend to insult both the great political parties 
of this country, who have, since 1854 and long before, 
maintained that the interests of Canada—the interests of 
British North America—were intimately bound up in 
obtaining free intercourse with the United States for our 
natural products—I do not intend to insult the two great 
parties in this country by telling them that they were 
fools, that they did not know what they were doing. Down 
to the present hour we have adopted the policy on both 
sides of the House, and we have pledged ourselves to the 
people to do everything that lay in our power to obtain 
a free market for the natural products of our country with 
the United States, and I say you must answer me the 
question as to whether that was an act of supreme folly 
or whether it was wise statesmanship on the part of both 
parties in this country to adopt that policy, before you 
ask me such a question as " who pays the duty ?" I say 
that under this Bill which has been introduced—and which, 
I believe, will pass, for it does not require two-thirds of 
the Senate where the Republican majority is only one 
in the whole House to pass this Bill ; it requires a majority 
of one only, and I am very sanguine that this Bill will 
pass during the present session. Modified it may be ; 
but I am inclined to think that the amendments will be 
still more in the interests of Canada than as the Bill stands 
to-day. If this is the case, I think we may congratulate 
ourselves upon securing the free admission of our lumber, 
upon which was paid during the last year no less than 
81,315,430. On copper ore made free by the Mills’ Bill


