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Hon. Oliver Mowat, Premier of Ontario, |
addressed a meeting of his constituents of
North Oxford in the Town Hall, Wood
stock, on Thursday night, 12th Dee.  In
spite of the fact that only two days’ not-
ice of the meeting had Deen given, and
that, consequently, many persons through-
out the Riding were uninformed of it
there was a large attendance of the most
influential of  Woodstock and
North Oxford generally, the hall being
crowded.  Among the audience were a
considerable nunber of ladies.  The pro-

clectors

ceedings thronghout were marked with |

the utinost order and good feeling, the
hon. gentleman carrying with him the
entire sympathy of his hearers, who mani-
fested their feelings by frequent and en-
thusiastic bursts of applause.  Mr. T. H.
Parker, Mayor of Woodstock, presided,
and in addition to Mr. Mowat, Messrs.

Thos. Oliver, M. P. for North Oxford, |

President of the
Rev. W. 1. Me-

John Douglas,
Reform

Esq.,
Association,

Mullen and Rev. W. R. Parker occupied |

seats on the platform.

The Chairmnan, in introducing
speaker of the evenng, remarked that
though some people had little faith in the
speeches of politicians, he was sure all
present wonld agree with him when he
said that they were fortunate in having
as their representative a thoroughly hon-
est and upright man. After
they had heard the plain, unvarnished
tale that he would deliver as to the work
himself and his colleagues had done, they
would, he was satistied, agree with him
that Mr. Mowat was the right man in the
right place.  (Loud Cheers,)

ME. MOWAT S SPEECIH.

(Cheers.)

On coming forward, Hon. Mre. Mowat,
who was received  with loud cheers, after
thanking the aundience for the kindly
greeting and great consideration which he
had invariably received from lLis consti-
tuents said ;-

It is recognized as a fitting thing that a
representative of the people should, from
time to time, appear before lis consti-
tuents to give to them an account of what
hie had been doing as their representative,
and it is fitting also that he shonld appear
amongst them on other oceasions. [ have
endeavored to discharge this duty, and
regret exceedingly that T have not been |
able to visit yon more frequently.
POLITICS,

DOMINION AND LOCAL

During the last seneral election contest
1 had the pleasure of addressing several
meetings i North Oxiord, though I at-
tended but one meeting elsewhere,  The
matters under discussion did not relate to
Provinecial atfairs ; but I was doubtless
quite within my line of duty when, at the
request of my constituents, I appeared at
these meetings. Opposition newspapers |
and orators are pretending  that T was
wrong in doing so.  Thov say in efiect
that I came too often to North Oxford :
and my visits during the Dominion elec-
tions are urged among the strongest rea-
sons why the confidence of the people of
Ontario shonld be withdrawn from me.
It happened that my views upon the so-
called National Policy coincided with the
views of my constituents.  (Hear, hear,
and cheers.)  The question then before
the people, whichever side was right with
regard to it, was in the view of all men a
question on which the future of this
country greatly depends. The prosperity
of Canada would, by universal admission,
be aftfected one way or the other whatever |
conclusion the people should thenarrive at.

INTERESTED AS A CITIZEN,

In such a case | hold that it was most
fitting for me, as a citizen of Ontario, as
one interested inits well-being, to appear
before my constitucnts or any others for
the purpose of expressing my views on
great public questions.  (Hear, hear.) It
18 quite true that the Local Government
ought to be independent of the Dominion
Government : but though the two Govern-
ments may be wholly unconnected, yet
there is no reason why the members of
either should not take a lively interest in
important concerns with whicl they may
not have officially to do.  (Hear, hear.)
In becoming a representative of the peo-
ple in the Provincial Asscmbly, and in
taking the position of Premier of the local
Government, | did not forego the legal
and constitutional right which a private
individual possesses to take part as oppor-
tunity offered in all matters of public in-
terest.  The people of Canada have de-
clared that in this country there shall be
no eomnection between Church and State,
Does this debar an otlicer of the State
from taking public part in the aflairs of
Lis Church / Does iy position in the
State forbid my attending Church meet-
ings, to discuss there questions in which |1
may feel an interest ! There 18 no reason
why I shonld abstain from taking part in
matters relating to the general welfare of
the Dowinion.  But nobody thinks there
is really auy incongruity about the mat-
ter, and the objection is only set up be-
canse those who make it feel that there is
no solid reason why the people of Ontario
should withhold from my colleagues and
myself in the future that contidence which
they have extended to us in the past,
PITULION AL SAR1EN

ot TR
101 now more than eleven years sincs
U proese nt comgtitull 'hvll Ay oo was
tabhshed,  That event was one of great
nuportance toour country, and a ut al
trivmph to those whose persevering eflorts
brought 1t about.  Other great battles |
had been fought and other great victories
Liadd been won in the interests of the peo
ple ol Canada before that time.  The oh-
taining of nsp-dm\-l-- vovernment, the
sceularization of th: elergy reserves, the
establishment of wunicipal institutions
(in spite of the charge made against them
that they would be mere “ sucking re
publics ) were the results of  seven
and long struggles, and all were vietories
of great value ; but not loss difticult non
less important than these was the estab
lishinent of the system which put an end
for evey to Fronch Tory rule in Ontayio '
fcm:\'m&—]-muﬂ tht wtmwament of all |

Premier Reviews the Work of His Administration.

our loeal atfiirs in our own hands, and | annually.  So that we receive from the

gave us representation in proportion to
our population in all things of common
concerit. It teok a long tune to accom-
plish these vietories of the past, but now

Dominion of Canada annually an aggre-
! gute revenue of say £1,333,060. Then
we have a considerable territorial revenue,
| In 1877 this revenue, derived from clergy
lands, Common School lands, Grammar

all men when they look back wonder how |
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REFORM GOVERNMENT IN ONTARIO.

| ability, and we defined certain principles
[ by which that could be accomplished
| without favoritism to anv

JUSTICE TO ALL ALIKE.

In that settlement no party preferences

the |

measures s advantageous to the com-
Cmnnity and so necessary conld have been
opposed by anybody.  Our new system
has on the whole worked with a success
even surpassing tho expectations of its
best friends,

ENT,

The subjects agitated at the late Dom-
inlon elections are subjects which do not
belong to the Provineial jurisdiction that
I'1 have been describing ; and in the ap-
proaching local elections you will have
nothing to do with these subjects.  The

questions which stirred the entire conutry |

then are not involved, directly or indi-
(rectly, in the general election which is
[ now drawing near.  The Local Legisla-
| lature has nothing to do with the tariff.
| We can neither raise it nor diminish it,
nor can we alter anything contained in it.
[ We have nothing  to do with Customs
duties or Excise duties—nothing to do
with the duties imposed on any articles
which we consume, whether made in the
country or out of it.  We have no power
either to pass a prohibitory hvuor law,
The Dunkin Act is a matter entirely be-
fvond the jurisdiction of the Provincial
Legislature.  We have no right to repeal
it ; we have no right to alter 1t ; we have
no right 10 add anything to its provisions;
we cannot even create by law any addi-
tional machinery for the purpose of giving
legal efieet to its provisions in those locali-
ties where the people favor such a law.
All these important matters, which ocen-
pied some attention during the late elec-

School lands, Crown lands, woods and | were ubs-.-n’c'd 3 we applied the same rale
forests, and so on, amounted to 628,712, | to Tory municipalities as we did to those

DOMINION AND LOCAL QUESTIONS DIFFER- |

| Then we receive interest upon various in-
| vestments which the Province holds, and
of which 1 will have to speak by-and-bye.
In 1877 the amount of such interest was
183,073, From various other sources
we receive other sums, making our rev-
| enue for 1877 2,402,077,

AVERAGE AMOUNT OF REVENUE.

The revenue since Confederation has
varied from two and a quarter millions to
three millions. About two and a half
| millions of dollars may be considered as
our average annual revenue from all
sources, Now, the great governmental
purposes of the Administration of Justice,
Civil Administration, and Legislation do
| not require much more than one-fifth of
| this sum. Some say that Government
i ought to have nothing to do with any-

thing but these three things ; they say
['that” Civil Administration, Legislation,
and Administration of Justice are the
only matters which can legitimately occupy
the attention of Govermment.  But how-
| ever that may be, they certainly are the
most important matters.  They are essen-
tial functions of Government, whatever
other functions Government may have,
and whatever other duties Government
I'may discharge.  The cost of these is now
| but little over half a million of dollars.

HOW THE LEVENUE SHOULD BE EMPLOYED,

As soon as the experience of a few
vears of Confederation enabled your re-
presentatives (o see  what the probable

tions, and on other occasions, we shall | peeds of the country would be, and what
have nothing to (_lu “'“h. when we come | the propable expenditure would be, then
to consider the issues involved in our | qroge the problem  of how best, after set-
Provineial elections. | ting aside this part, the balance of our
QUESTIONS OF PROVINCIAL JURISDICTION. | reventie could be vm‘)loyod ; and it was

Aund yet our Provincial Legislature has |a problem which might well oceupy very
very large powers.  When you call to great attention on the part of your repre-
mind the various branches of jurisdiction l sentatives and on the part of yourselves,
which it possesses you will find that they | Having the large revenne which I have

include those subjects with whicl the | mentioned, how best may that revenue
creat bulk of legislation in Canada before |
Confederation had to do, and the great |
bulk of legislation also in ahmost every |
tree conutry.  We have exclusive juris- |
diction to regulate cur own local constitu- |
ton, except so far as atfects the otlice of ‘
the Licutenant-Governor. It 1s for the |
Provincial  Legislature —your representa- |
| tives there—to say of how wmany Houses |
the  Legislature shall  be  constituted, |
whether as now of one House, the Legis-
Clative  Assembly, or whether of two
i Houses, as 1s the case in most of the
other Provinees.  lvis for the Provineial
Legislature to say into how many constit-
uencies the country shall be divided for
Provincial  representation;  what  the
cualifications of the members shall be ;
what the qualifications of electors shall be

and how the controverted elections are
to be tried.  All matters of this kind af-
feeting the Provincial Legislature, the
Provincial Legislature has exclusive juris-
diction to deal with.  We have also ex-
clusive jurisdietion over the subject of the
administration of justice, the most essen- |
tial funetion of every Goveinment.  The
Provincal Legislature has exclusive jur- |
isdiction also over the great subjects of |
property and civil rights, It has exclus-
e Jurisdiction over all matters afleeting
our municipal institutions—institutions |
to which the country owes a large meas-

ure of its past prosperity, and to which

its future prosperity  will likewise be

largely indebted. The Provincial Legis-

lature has also exclusive jurisdiction over

all educational matters - the most impor-

taut subject which ean oceupy the atten-

tion of any Legislature.  (Checrs.) We

have jurisdiction over various other mat-

ters of a loeal kind. Now, cven the

shight and imperfeet enumeration which 1

have wade 1s sufticient to enable you to

pereeive how very mmportant the Provine |
cial jurisdiction is, and how very nmpor
ant it is that those who have the control
of  Provincial atfairs should descrve as
well as possess public confidence.  (Hear,
Liear.) I the partial enumeration which

I have given to you I have not referred |

to our hinaveial matters,

FINANUES—SOURCEs OF BREVENUL,

The Briush North Awerica Act provid-
ed tor a certain sum-—880,000—to be pad
to the Province out of the Dominion

Treasury annually towards the expenses |

of civil zovermment.  The Provinces re-
ceive annually a further sum of money
equal to eighty cents per head of the pop-
ulation under the census which had bheen
taken before the passing of that Act —the
census of 1861~ that sum being payable
Lalf-yearly inadvance.  The B, N AL Act
rovides also that every Provinee should
iave the ownership and enjoyment of all
1ts lands, its mines and mnerals and its
royaltics, and so on. Tt 18 from those
sources that the revenue of the Provinee
is derived.  We thus receive from the
Dominion Treasury annually the follow-
ing sums

On aceount of the specitie amonnt that
1 have mentioned ’ ;
Onaccountof the subsidy of eighty cts,
per head CAeBINtONEs D .
And for interest on certain funds ow-
ing to Upper Canada by the late
Provineeot Canada before Cenfeder
ation sann E e 1.0, 606
The last sum chiefly arises from the
arvangerment mwade when the seignorial
tennre was abohished in
Thoge of

e

~

S0.000

L6872

vou who took an inferest in pol
at that perod will verollect that i
order to abolish the seignorial tenure,
il cortaaly stood very winch 1 the
way of the prosperity of Lower Canada,

Lorge stnns had to be pand 1o the sercniors, |

and these sums were paid ont of the pub-
lic treasury, It wonld have been an un-
just thing, as all admatted, that they
Jiondd be pad out of the funds in which

Upper Canada was more largely mterested |

than Lower Canada, and to which Upper

Canada had contributed much more than |

Lower Canada 5 and at was therefore de-
clared in effeet that certain corresponding
soms shonld be passed to the eredit of
Upper Canada and that Upper Canada
should receive the benefit of theso for
local objects at some future time,  We
had not been paid when Confederation
was accomplhished, and the amount there-
fore becane a debt due to us, and upon it
we voectved intérest feom tht Dominiin

| hear.)

Lover Canada, |

be employed, and how best may the ac-
cumulations of past years be employed !
That problem was not solved nor anything
like solved, when a Reform Government
came into power. (Hear, hear.)
was not the only problem which the Re-
form Government had to deal with, 1t
had various other questions of great difhi-
culty to grapple with.

THE MUNICIPAL LOAN FUND

SETTLED,

QUESTION

We had  for instance, to deal with the
matter of the Municipal Loan Fund debts,
That was a question which had its origin

! a quarter of a century before, and from
| that day until we solved it the difticulty of

the solution had been increasing  (Hear,
In 1872 the Municipal Loan
debts, with the interest upon them,
amounted to something like twelve mil-

lions of dollars.  Municipalities which

conld have paid and ought to have paid, |
and had no sort of equitable or just de- |

fence to paving, had not paid.  Some of
these who were owing very large sums to

" the fund had been for twenty years with-

out waking any payment, though they
were able to pay, and others had been
for a considerable number of years equally
neglectful of their duty. Al this tinie

" the body of the people, including those

who residsd in unindebted nunicipaii-
ties, were  paymg the interest npon the
money which had been borrowed by the
indebted municipalities, and which they
had not repaid.

no benefit from the money were thus
aying on it just as much as those who
lmd derived  all the benetit.  And that
was not the only  disadvantage conmeeted
with this state of things.  Lmportant
sections  of the country had been kept
back i the race of improvement in eon-
sequence of the heavy imdebtedness which
lay upon  them, and which it was vell
kuown that  they could not discharg
which it was utterly beyond their pover
to pay. In these cases sums so large had
been lent that  from the first it was he-
yond the  power of the borrowing muni-
cipality to pay ; and, where it was ot
“beyond their power to repay the loan ori-

ginally, it had become beyond  their
fpower by the  accummlations  of
unpaid  interest, in these

l’rn‘wrly
localities was depreciated, men were af-

was that important sections of onr coun-

try were not partaking in the general

prosperity  of the rest of the Provinee,
| and which it was the  common  interest

of the whole country that every part of
(it ghould enjoy.

There was another evil which in one
sense was a worse one than any of those |
have mentioned, namely, that the danger

. which every municipality in default was
| of being at any tiue called upon sud-
[ denly to pay had the effect of keeping
mumeipalitios to a large extent in chains
to the Government of the day and was a
source of undue intluence upon some of |
! those municipalities from which the whole
country sutlered. It was our duty to find
some  solution for the formidable and
vrowing diffienlties conneeted with those
debts. It was quite true that the difii-
enlties had existed for along time ; it was
quite true that it had been as much the
duty of the Governnents which proceeded
onrs ag it was our duty to deal with the
subject.  But they had not done so , and
matead of removiog the el they had al
Towad ot tor g0 on wmereacing year after
year, wakmg the shohtest attempt 10
crapplo with at but onee, and that attengp
Dok proved unsuecessful. Y onknow that
we took up the subject in the first ses-
sion alter you had given wo your confi-
dence, and eleeted me as youar representa-
tive,and it was onr good fortune to devise
nomeasare to settle the diffienlty that gave
satisfaction to the whole country and to
all parties in the country.  (Cheors,) We
[found a way, which the Legislature
| adopted, and by which the indebted mun- |
icipalities were relieved wpon principles |
admitted o the time to be just, and at
the same time satisfactory to the unin-
[ debted municipalities ; and we compelled |
those defaulting municipalities to pay that |
Cwere able to pay, and had no equitable
L reason to urge far not pa -ing Wo re-
* quircd thta fo phey ty (h{ xtent of their

But it |

Those who had derived !

raid to settle there, and the consequence |

| which were Reform, and to municipalities
| which were neither Tory nor Reform, if
there are any such. (Cheers.) Our

| the time, and although you may now and
| then hear a little carping at this or the
other feature of it, there has never to this
day been suggested by anybody a compre-
hensive scheme which it was even claied
would have been superior to ours ; and 1
| therefore venture to say that there never
| will be. (Hear, hear.) That was one
| great Provincial problem, then, which
| had defied our predecessors, and with
; which we grappled promptly and success-
fully. (Cheers.)

THE PROVINCIAL DEBTS,

There was another important matter
which we found unsettled when we came
into oftice. By the British North Ameri-
ca Act a certain part of the debt of the
i old Province of Canada was assumed hy
| the Dominion abgolutely, and a balance
| of several millions, which also the Domin-
{ 10n assumed as regards our creditors, the
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec were to
repay to the Dominion Treasury, but in
| what proportion  this  balance should
Ibe repaid by the two  Provinces,
[and what division of the assets
| of the old Province of Canada shonld

be made, the Dritish North America Act
| did not determine, and required to be
| settled by arbitrators. An award had
| been made before we came into oflice,
which though not giving to Ontario its
full rights was yet such an award as for
the sake of a settlement Ontario was con-
tented to accept. Dut Quebec objected
to the award as unfair to Quebec, and ille-
gal, and the Dominion Government refus-
ed in consequence to recognize the award
or to give Oatario the benefit of it until
it legality should be adwitted or should
be decided by some judicial tribunal. —
Efforts were from time to time made to
to get the matter arranged amicably, or
have it referred to some tribunal for adju-
} dication. We were unable, however, to
come to an agreement with the Province
! of Quebece, whose people had been made
to believe that millions of dollars were
awarded to us beyond what Ontario was
entitled to. The dispute had in conse-
(uence to be referred to the I’rivy Coun-
cil.  Representatives from the two Pro-
vinces met, and we ultimately ecttled up-
on a case containing all that in the judy-
ment of either side was material to the de-
cision of the matter at issue, and not many
months ago the Privy Council decided in
favor of Ontario, holding that the award
was a perfectly valid one, 2s we had al-
waye contended. And so that question
was settled

|
THE BOUNDARY OQUESTIONS,
|

Another inter provincial ditficulty that
had been left for a Reform Government
to deal with, was the unsurveyed boun-
| dary line between the Province of Oatar-

io and Quebec.  Very shortly after Mr,

Blake's Government was formed arrange-

ments were made with Lower Canada for
| running thishine. The survey was enter-
ed upon promptly, and has been complet-
ed to the satistaction of both Governments
as far northerly as the case required. And
80 this other intro-provincial difliculty was
removed.

There remained, however, the (uestion
of the boundary between Ontario and the
Dominion on our western and northern
#ides, and in this matter the ditiiculty wae
immensely greater and the land ativeted
of enormously greater value than.the case
of our easterly boundary.  Little progress
| had been made towards the solution of

this problem before Mr, DBlake's Govern-
| ment came into power,  But immediately

uponhisassuming the reinsof ottice, he took
~steps for its settlement. | succeeded bim
1w the work,  Some of the (uestions in-
volved in the controversy had been in de-
bate tor two centuries. The documents
and papers bearing upon the question
were scattered over hundreds of old vol-
umes, & hundred old maps had to be con-
sulted, and tho documents, books, and
maps had to be searched for and ¢xamin-
ed n London and Paris, Washington and
| Albany, Ottawa and Quebec. We man-
aged to colleet from all theee what was
material, and to comprise in a single vol-
i ume of no nnmanageable dimensions the
whole evidence on both sides of the ques-
tion, and we had one map so prepared as
to give the material results of all the maps
which were consuited.  This preliminary
work great and tedious, but it made ulti-
mate decision easy and prompt. We ar-
ranged with the Government of the Do-
minon that the matter should be submit-
ted to an arbitration, though objectors de-
clared that we were sure to fail before ar-
bitrators, and that what we should do was
to carry the case to the Privy Couneil in-
stead of arbitrating.  We dud not concur
in that view. Though we estimated high-
ly the ability and learning of the Judyges
of the Privy Council, we thought that on
our own side of the Atlantic men counld be
found as capable as any men could be to
decide a case of this kind. Three arbi-
trators were therefore chosen. The Pro-
vineo of Ontario selected Chief Justice
Harrison, who has lately gono to his final
rest after a short but brilhant career, and
whose death 18 a great public loss to the
country.  (Hear hear.) TheGovernment
of tho Domimon selected Sir Franas
Hincks, a rosident of Montreal, whose
ahility and titness for the post all acknow-
legded as soon as his name was announced.
The third arbitrator selected was the Bri-

| tish Minister st Washington, who had

been concerned in similar enquiries before
a  gentleman  of  great ability, and
in- whose judgment  and  hmpartality
all parties  could  have  contidence.
I beliove that  the  general  senti-
ment was that it would not have been pos-
siblo to find three gentlemen either in the
Privy Qourcll or clsewhere, who were
more likely than these were to arrive at a
sound conclusion, or whose conclusion
would be more generally accopted as satis-
factory.  You know the result. By the
award of the arbitrators a large additign
hay bet made to the téeritd¥y over which

scheme passed almost without criticism at -

d
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Full Report of His Woodsiock Speech.

Ontario had theretofore exercised juris-
diction, Among all the importaut (ues.
tions which the Governweut of Ontario
has had to deal with since Confederaticn,
none was of greater moment to our future
than this question of the bouadary be-
twen Ontario and the Dominion ; aud the
award that we have obtained gives ne,not
all that we asked for, and not all that we
could give pretty strong arguments in snp-
port of, but all that our people really de-
sire, and as much as the Province can
make beneficialuse of.  (Applanse.) And
80 another of the problems which the Gov-
ernment had to deal with was settled, and
settled satisfactonily.

CONSOLIDATION OF THE STATUTES,
Again—the statute law of the Province
was in a state of chaos when we took of-
fice. It was many years hefore that the
statute law of Canada had heen consoli-
dated. Since that time annual volumes
of statutes had been making their appear-
ance, and these repealed sowe of the laws
as they stood in 1R}, when the first con-
solidation took place, altered others,
amended others ; dead law was necessarily
mixed up with the living law in every vol-
ume of tha scries ; and no volnme cxenpt
the last of the serivs conld show which of

which were not.  If you wanted to know
what the statute law was on any subject,
you had to consult perhaps twenty in-
dexes and volumes before yon could be
reasonably sure what the existing law
was ; and it was with fear and trembhing
that cven a lawyer gave his opiaion on any
matter of statutory law with which he did
not happen to be familiar,lest there should
be some enaetment somewhere which had
a bearing on the matter in hand in some
way and had escaped his attention. The
form of the law, facility for ascerteining
what tha law 1s, has been said by jurists
to be as important, it not more important,
than the law itself. Then in the Consoli-
dated Statutes of 1859 and the subsequent
volumes up to Coufederation, laws within
the authority of the Provincial Legislature
and laws boyond our authority were ue
cessarily intermingled. To provide a re- |
medy {or the state of things which I have |
described we appointed a Commission for

while pelitically his ally or his colleagne.
Lknew how careful he was in, amongst
other things, all matters of finance ; in-
deed, the saving of money i pullic mat-
ters had with him been almost a passion,
I'o such canscs 1t was owing that he com-
wenced the Provineal expenditure on a
very low scale, but even with him the an-
unal expenditure was constantly increns-
ing, Forinstance, in 1868 lus expendi-
ture was 81,1020556 5 in 1860 it ran up to
SLAA4.608 5 i 1870 it was =1,0580,665 ;
m IRT1at was #1,816,866 ; but all these
suins left a considerable unexpended sur-
plus of revenue.  Now, what should be
done with this surplus ! That was a mat-
ter upon which there was a good deal of
discussion betore Mr, Sandfield Macdon-
ald lost power ; and the discussion con-
tinued afterwards.  Mr. Sandfield Mac-
donald mae up his mind in his last year
that a million and a half of the surplus
should go to railways,
RAILWAY EXPENDITURE,

Unfortunatoly, however, in setting aside
that amount he was induced to take into
the hands of the Government the decision
s to the particular railways to be aided.
The Act setting asido the sum provided

t S 8ho . that the selection of the railway should be
its enactments in 1t were still in force and |

Ly the Lacatenant-Governor in Council,
not hy the Legislature, not with the sanc-
tion of the Legislature, not even after no-
tice to the Lejwslature or the public. The
appropriation to o railway might he made,
and the moncy michit be expended, lung
L fore either Parlament or the country
wonldkuow wnything about the appropria-
tion,  There was ro practical restriction
npon the power of the Government in the
mtter, except that the amounue per uile
Was 1ot to be less than £2,000,and was not
to excee L 21000, but betweon those sums
what the hoaus should be was left entirely
to the Governmernt < f the day., No notice
had 1o be published i the Gosefte of what
the Government was doing, no return was
even required by the Act to be wmade to
the Legislature. The recital in the Act
professed to reserict the grants by the
Government to any raillways which led to
our free grant territory, or that led to
nlaud waters, or should run through thin-

ly aettled tricts of country. I would like
0 know what part of Ontario would nov
come within one or the other of these de-
scriptions ! The people disapproved  of
that large power being placed in the hands
of the Government, aud it was on this ac-
count that ac the next general election the
Govermment was unsuccessful, more than
forany other act or omission with which
the Government was charged.  Such an
assnwption of authority was contrary to
the spirit of our constitutional system. It
was coutrary to the spirit of represent -
: i tive government that so large a power
sion for the purpose of doing, or assisting | uhould be given to any Governiaent as was
in doing, this work. There never yet was | yrgvided by the statute. [ cannot but
an important consolidation or revision of | {yen ot that it was rot by Mr. Sandtield
the laws of any country that was not done Auedonald's own desire or suggestion that
by a Commission, and it is impossible to | iy power was taken by the Governor in
discharge work of this kind otherwise than | Coypcil, His tiovernment was a Coali-
by a Commission. And I may say further, | i, Tiie membe:s of it wera not nronsht
that there never was o Comnuwission for re- | oy the same politieal school, and bad
vising the statute law of any State or|jen opposcd to one another upon all the
coun’ry which, in view of the comparative | 14 jssues.  Of course, coming together i
extent of the work, cost neatly as little a8 | Gioverument, they had to give way to-
our Commission cost.  And their work, | yoihep iy a (i.'"'or.n‘:cn'. they had to give
too, I may add, was done as well as the| gy to one another. 1 can well under-
work of the hest paid Commissioners that | gtang some of the colleaznes of Mr. Mac-
had ever sinular work to dn in any country | 4opald desiring this large power to be tak-
Iknow of.  (Cheers.) Upwards of eleven | o, by the Governor-in-Council, but it was
hundred public general statutes had to be {80 contrary to what was te be expected
examined, compared, and arcavged, and | frop the whole political life of M, Mac-
these were u'timately reduced by the con- | jonald himeelt, that | have little doult
solidation to two hunidred and eleven. In | this feature of his rail way scheme was one
the course of the work the whole body of ' ;¢ thoge matters in which he in his turn
the statute law underwvent legslative revi- save way to his colleagues, as in other mat-

the purpose of assisting in the consolid -
tion and revision of onr whole statute law,
striking out everything that was dead,
everything that was scen to be beyond
Provineial jurisliction; eollecting  the
scattered enctments upon every sabject,
fusing them iuto one, claseifyinyg them, ar-
ranging them in the most conveulent way
for easy reference ; and providing oro in-
dex for the whole, instead of having the
twenty indexes attached to the existing
volumes, Oune of the absurd charges made
against us is that we employed a Comnis-

sion, as well as consolidation.  And 0 we  ¢org they gave way to him. There must
disposed of this very lnportant matter ;| always be compromises of tht kind in such
and the people are nuw enjoying the re- | | Government, and those who kuew Mr,
sults of the work. | Macdonald well in the olden time can have

OTHER LECISLATION, "hittle donbt that this error was one of the
lcompromises,  Fxeeptin this ali-import-
ant respeet, his Ralway Act was a very
gool Act, and, after being divested of the
objectionable provisions, has since been
worked with great public advautage, In

Wien the Keform Government took of-
fice there were many subjects on which |
prompt legislation was needed,  Legisia-
tion was needed inrezard to the arrange-

ment of the constitutencies : in regard to ‘'t : . A .
88l op | Sandueld Mac-
the clection laws : i regard to the conrts; | the tirst session after Mr, Sandueld Ma

: : donald’s Government fell; his successor
n regard to our munieipal institntions; in | sl
o PR S pe . oy o | Mr. Blake, who had always fully recogniz-
regard to our laws of property ; in regard § % "Ul oot railways in developing the
to the solemunization of marriages : and in ¢ m_‘_‘ of th lcuunir st in n{l"n‘;en(
regard toa great many othier subjects sand | SIORS s e Y B

we have dealt with thew all © and 1 ven-
ture to say we have dealt with them sa -

isfactortly accordmyg to the judgment of |

our friends and of very many who were
not our political friends.  Indeed, most of
of the Acts which we have passed were not
even objected to by our opponents, or
were objected to very shehtly and by very
few., | have the satisfactic 1 of Knowing
that our legislation has been more success-

tul than the most sanguine of our friends |

seven years ago had looked for, and las
frequently received the express approval
of both our iriends and others.  (Cheers. )
Legislation 1s the chief work which the
Legislature meets from time to time to
perform.

THE FINANCES,

I of new railway in various parts or the Pro-

ing its wealth, induced the Legislature ts
increase the appropriationforrailwaysfrom
=1,500,000 to S1.900,000, and also to ap-
propriate $100,000 & year for twenty years
for the same object.  Additional appro-
priations were made in my time. o re-
spect of all these sums, up to the last day of
Docember, 1877, we had paid in awd of rail-
ways R2,080 960, (Checrs.) These pay-
ments were all made to rarlways which had
already received the approbation of the lo-
calities through which they passed, as
shown by their previcusly contributing to
the same roads seven mullions of dollars

(7,080, 4%0), being more than three times

the amount which the Government has so

paid. By this meansupwardsof 1,000 miles

| vince had been built by the end of 1877,
1 am now to speak of our finances, and | and the total expenditure since 1872 from
how it was deemed best that the money at | all sources in respect of the railways aided
our command from year to year, and the by the [Province, in¢luding the jbonuses
accumulations of the previous  years, | which | have mentioned, was about $22,-
should be cmployed.  Mr. Sandtield Mae- | 000,000.
donald  was the first Premner. At the A
time he took ofticeit was impossible to fore- | VMY A
see with that degree of certainty necessary
for action what would be the normal re-! The period during which this large
venue under Provineial management, and |amount of money was expended was a
what the annual wants and requirements | period of depression all over the world—
of the Provinee would be. For tlis rea- | depression from causes which have been
son it was uecessary at the start to be very  discussed considerably of late, which most
cauttous e expenditure, My, Sandfiold | of you are now famihar with, and whi:h
Macdaonald was also 0 man who laved not | did uot atteet one nation only, but atfected
tospend. (Hear ) He was o persoual | the entire commercial World,  Butitis a
friend of mine ; we bad been on the sane | remarkable fact that Ouatario, thongh 1t
side of the House during the whole period | shared in the depression, suftered less from
that T was a member, hefore accepting a L1t than most other countries did ; and one
Judgeship : and | was his colleagne as | canse of that cirenmstance undouhbtediy
Postiaster-General whoen he was Premier [ was that during that trying period theso
of Canada,  When the Coalition Govern- | twenty-two millions of dollars wero being
ment was formed, to which we are indeht- fexpended m the building of the iocal rail-
ed for Confederation, he attended the Re- | ways of the ccuntry.  (Hear, hear.) But
form caucus previons to the formation of (it was not only the spending of that large
the Government, and was one of those |sut that made us feel the depression less
who voted that theee representatives of the | than it was felt elsewhere.  The railways
Reform party shonld go into that Govern- | #0 built increased values generally as fast
mont, though he did not wish t) be one of | as the railways were completed.  They in-
the three.  Shortly afterwards I left po- | ereased in tho country through which they
litical life, and 1 had no part in those | passed thoe value of farm property, of furia
subsequent contests ino which Mre. Sand- | labor, and of farm products ; they dinin-
field Macdonald ana the majority of Re- [ished the expense and ditiiculty of bring-
formers  differed  from  one ;uu-\hrr.lmg products to market ; they led to the
But | had glways a ver great respagt for sation of new villages, and they ’I G-
M Matnald frdnm w’hM [ knt :} him !Kl tire pbeptity OF eilles antl towus ale

DEPRESSION FELL LIGHTLY
UI'ON U,



