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of thofe which arc neceflaiy to any tolerable

incercourfe between nations; thofe which are

eiTential to all well-regulated and mutually ad-

vantageous irtercourfe ; and thofe which are

highly conducive to the prefer vation of a mild and

friendly intercourfe between civilized dates. Of

the firft clafs, every underftanding acknowledges

the neceflity, and fome traces of a faint reverence

for them are difcovcred even among the moft

barbarous tribes ; of the fecond, every well-in-

formed man perceives the important ufe, and they

have generally been refpeded by all poliflied

cations i of the third, the great benefit may be

read in the hiftory of modern Europe, vvhere

alone they have been carried to their full per-

feifUon. In unfolding the firll and fecond clafs of

principles, I (hall naturally be led to give an ac-

count of that law of nations, which, in greater or

lefs perfedion, regulated the intercourfe of fa-

vages, of the Afiatic empires, and of the ancient

republics. The tliird brings me to ihe confidera-

tion of the law of nations, as it is now acknow-

ledged w Jhriftendom. From the great extent of

the fubjv: \, and the particularity to which, for

reafons already given, I muil here defcenvl, it is

impoffible for me, within any moderate compafs,

to give even an outline of this part of the courfe,

it comprehends, as every reader will perceive, the

principles of national independence, the inter-

courfe of nations in peace, the privileges of em-
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