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24 An essay on TRADE.
tune : yet there are no Laws to afcertain the

Nature of Political Offences, or to circum-

fcribe the Power of the Judge; fo that he
muft be entirely at the Mercy ofthe Lieutenant

de Police^ and his Deputies ; who can imprifon

him at w/7/, without affigning any Reafon, or

bringing any Evidence to confront him. And
therefore his only Security confifts, in being con-

tinually laviflo in the Praife of the King and

the Minijlryy and in faying nothing which
may aiford the leaft Pretence to the Spies, who
fwarm all over the Kingdom, to inform againft

him. .......
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II. l^he fecond Difadvantage to the Freedom

of T!rade^ is the Romifti Religion ; which has

added to its many other Absurdities, a Spirit

of Cruelty and Perfecution, fo repugnant to

the Scope and tendency of the Gofpel^^Thext-

fore a Proteftant Merchant, if at the fame Time
a confcientious Man, will find Jiimfelfvery often

reduced to great Difficulties, in order to avoid

on the one Hand the Sin of Hypocrify, by Com-
pliances againft his Confcience, or on the other,

the Danger attending the Excrcife of his Re-
ligion, and the Educating of his Children in the

Protejiant Way. This, I fiiy, will often hap-

pen, even at prefenty though the Bigotry of

the Court of Fra?ice is not near fo great, as it

was in former times.
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