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deftruAion of mankind, betrayed • their country, or

violated its religiou and laws. There he excruciates

them, in company with

f •• Gorgons and Hydras and Chimeras dire—*
Vukures prey upon their vitals, or they are whirled eter-

nally round with Ixion upon his wheel, or bound down
with Tantalus^ j; whole burning lip hangs quivering

over the elufive waters it cannot touch ; or the fury TV-

fypbone^ her hair entwin*d with ferpents, her garments

red with human gore, urges on their tortures with un-

relenting hand !

The Poet having thus exhaufted imagination as well

as mythology, in the defcription of puni(hments for the

difturbers of mankind and foes to their country, raifes

his conclufion to a height of horror beyond the reack

of expreffion—

*' Had I a hundred mouths, a hunilred tongues,
*' A voice of brafs, and adamantine lungs ;

*' Not half the mighty fcene could I difcloJe ;

*^ Repeat their crimes or count their dreadful woes.* f

Nor has Virgil ftraytd any further through the fields of
fancy or fable in this place, than to borrow (Ircngth of
colouring ftr the garb of truth ; and, I fufpe(5t, that he
drank from a purer fountain than that of Nelicow.

• f( fhis wretch hit coantry to a tyrint fold,
'* And harter'd glorious Liberty for gold :

" La«rs tor a bribe he pafs'd—but pafsM in vain:
<* For thefe fame laws a bribe repeai'd afrain."

,

f Milton here borrows his monfters from Virgil
'** Jlammifqut armata Cbimarai

•* Gorgones, Harfiitque.'^^-^i^c.

See Virgil, B. VI. from line zdt, to line 697 ; Qt Pitt'i cxcellnU
Tranflation.

X Tantalus a labris, iitians, fugientia captat

Fluoiina. Hor*

^ Milton has taken the fame method of raifing his defcriptiov*

by leaving iomething to be conceived beyond the power of worda
tocaiprefs

:.
* Abominable, anotterable, and worfe

I* Than iables yet hate feigned, or fear coacei*'d.9-
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