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gate to its fonrcc, when they (hall begin to pco*
pie Louifiana and tlic interior of New Mexico*.
This will be a fortunate epoch to the hanui'a

race, when there (hall be a third great change in

the routes of maritime commerce. The Cape of
Good Hope will then lofe its reputation, and its

afHux of commerce, as the Mediterranean had
loft it before. I'he pallage which the free Ame-
ricans arc called upon to open, which is ftill un
known, which however, is eafy to eftabliib, and
which will place the two oceans, the Atlantic

and Pacilic, in communication, is by the pafl'age

by the lake of Nicaragua. Nature fo much fa-

vours this communication, which is deilined to

ihorten the route to the Eaft Indies, that the ob-
ftinacy of the nation, which now pofleffes the

country, caimot long withlland its being opened..

The Spaniards wilh to monopolize every thing.

The ii'^G Americans, on the contrary, feek the

advantages of the great family of the human race.

I have not leifure to defcribe the new country

of the wef^it ; which, though at pre.fent unknown
to the Eurcpeans, muft, from the nature of thing?,

very loon merit the attention of every commercial
and manufacturing nation. I flmll preient only

a general view of thefc aftonlftiing fettlements,

and refer to another time the details which a

fpeculative philofopher mny be able to draw from
them. At the foot of the Alleganies, whofe
funimits, however, do not threaten the heavens,

like thole of the Andes and the Alps, begins an
immenfe plain, interfeded with hills of a gentle

* We fufpeA our author is a worfe geographer than he wat

afceiit.


