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Von nrc p-'i'lmps im liiiiiii','niiit from Kiiropo, ati'l Imvo
'.aii'K'tJ oil tlio Hlinri'.i of L:il\(' (hiliirir) willi a view to

»'<it,iljlislj tor youi'dolt' a iii'W mil pLTiimnunt CiDiailiitii

Jioiiii.'. I.i'i<c! ti'iis of tUoiisaiidH who sock and roach tho
(laiiks of Ih" iSt. Lawroiicu, or tho ro^iioii of tho (irwit

l,;ikfs, jdu li ivo no distiiii't id.vi of thu country, its pro-

ductioiis, its iiibaliltauts, or its scoiiory. Voil aro anxious
to ai'nuiiv sonio iiifonualion wlilch will loiaMo you to

sha|H' an opiiii'inas to thu spit iicst adtptod loiuotd your
vii'ws and lircuinstanccs. If jou could onjoy a hirds-cyo

vi 'W of till- country, and gnixp dislincily many of its

I. •ailing jilivsivil foaturcs, it would, douldlcss, assist you
in iiiaUio.' clioico of a snitalJu spot for a future homo;
iillliou^li y.iu would III" wiso unou^'li, pcrhips, not tolu'lcd

liy actual app 'aranccsnlto^'othor, hut would rcsolvo, after

tiK> liist fivouralilc impri'ssijii had licon produced, to dis-

:'ovir wliclliT thi' soiial and ovon jmlitical tendencies of

the iiilialiitaiiis were such as you could syiiipathi/u with
•iod enjoy.

Place a niap of Canada ami oflhoN'ortlierii ."tales of the
l.'oiou lietoi-e you, and accept me for a ^uide; if what you
.(e and hear does not please or convince, you will duly
iiave to re;.'i(!t the loss of an hour's attention, which the
most Industrious can generally tiiid time to spare.

We will seli'ct Toronto, the capital of Western Canada,
xs our siartinn point; and proceodinj; nearly duouorth hy
the Northern Uailway, we wliall arrive in three-and-a-half
iiours ut t..'ipllingwood llarbour, in tieor>;iau Uay, a part of

l.aUo Huron. To our lett are the lilue Slountaius : let us
isiNMid them until we attain an altitude of nearly 1,UOO

leet abjvo LakH liurou, in the township of Kiiphrasia, and
some tou miles from ColliuKwood llarbour. Vou are now
iUiidinji on the highest land iu tlmt part of Western
Canada which lies to the south of the distant, rugv'ed,
iiurthern shores of Lake Huron. Our view is still circuui-

•icribed, and exhibits uo other features beyond u blue
'xpaiise of water far to the north, and forest, forest, forest,

ill around us. From this elevated aud central spot, liow-

••ver, we may contemplate with our miud's oyo the whole
expanse ot Western Canada, and si:o throu;jhout the short
future of the next ten years to come, the wonderful
chaiii^es which will have been worked out iu the vast
iV:;ion at our feet. Itut where are the boundaries of
VVesti^ni Canada? where tho miiieriil region? wliere the
tamed arricultural re^iou? and where the exhaustless
limber ruoioii?

The boundary line of Upjwr Canada inuis through the
••eiitiv of all the great lakes and their junction rivers; so

that Btartiii;? from Pigeon Kiver on Lake Superior, neir its

most westerly extremity, you may, with a steamboat, fol-

liw for more than a thousand miles, the imaginary line

which separates ^V'estern Cauada from the United States.

Let us trace out this immense water communication and
see how it invests tlie country on all sides. From I'igeon

River, 1,900 miles from the Gulf of St. Lawrence, aud (500

feet above the sea, we steam across Lake Superior, and
reach the Sault Ste. Marie Canal, descend 17 feet through
l.'cks 70 fe.'t broad aud 360 teet long, pass on into Lake
Huron aud through the Kiver St. Clair, Lake St. Chiirand
Detroit Kiver, thus sweeping round the southern extre-

mity of the grt*at peninsula of Western Cauada. On tlu'ii

thri)ugh Lake Krie to the mouth of the Wellaud Canal;
here we descend 350 feet through 27 locks, each 150 feet

by 21))/^ feet, to tho deep waters of Lake Ontario; then
through the exquisite scenery of tho thoustind islands,

until we arrive at the St. Lawrence Canals, through wliich
we pass by means of 19 looks 200 feet long by 45 feet

bi\>ad, letting us slowly down upwards of 150 feet to

the level ol the Ottawa, where it joins the mighty St.

Lawrence. ^Vo have now reached the utmost eastern
boundary of WV-stern Canada, and must steam up the
great river of tho north, (Ottawa,) ovurcoming its rapids
by means of locks, until we reach the City of Ottawa ; and
thus, without changing our steamer, we have traversed in
the direction of tv.'o siiies of a triangle, at loJist twothirds
of tho boundary of Western Car. ida. Hut we may stiil

progro.ss up the noble north-eastern boundary, in steamer
or citnoe, until we reach Lake Tamiscaraang. Here we
have arrived at tho lioight of land which separates the
waters tiowing into the Gulf of St. Lawrence from those
which reach the Hudson's Bay. From I>ake Tamiscamang
to I'igeon Kiver, an im.iginary curved line, following

pretty accurately tho direction of the shores of lyikes

Huron and Superior, forms the last link of the boundary
of Western Canada. This vast region occupies au area of

about 147,000 siiuare mllen, and extends over dxteon
degrees of longitude and eight degre.s of latitude!.
Wo aro now in latitude 44*^ 30'; and if we trace the

I

continuation of this jiarailel through Western Canada we
j

shall llnd to the south of it lying the great agricultural

j

region, distinguished in a remarkable manner for tho for-

!

tility of Its soil, and tho adaptation of Its climalo to tha

I

purposes of husbandry. Is there any rea.soii for this arbl-
.
tary division you will ask. Yes, a great geological reason
to account for its fertility, and a great diuiatological reason
to account for its adaptation to vegetable growth.

1. Tho parallel of latitude before named, marks tho
northern limit of tho sedimentary rocks in Western Ca-

j

nada; nx'ks which havo lioen di'jxisittd at tho lK)ttoni of
ancient seas, and liavo in great jiart retained their tlat
surfaces undisturbed. Upon the level gro.aidwork of
tliese rocks have accumulated vast deposits of drift days,
which have been produced by tho grinding up and slow
decay of tho granite roi:ks north of this parallel (44*^30').
The sedimentary rocks themselves consist of limestone
and siialo, giving rise after di.siiitegralion and docay, to
abundance of those necessary components of soil which
plants require for their nourishment and sujiport.

2. Tho 44th parallel of latitude cuts off a peninsula
portion from Western Canada, and you may extend
the term iteninsula to that entire pint south of the
pjtrallol where we now stand. 1 f we t race t he 44t h parallel
tlirough Kurope, we shall tind that it inbrsects the s.iuth
of Franco and Tuscany, countries rich in olives, the cereals
and tho grape. 'J'he most southern port ion of Western
Canada is touched by tho 42iiii pinalld, which, when con-
tinued through Kurope, is found to intersect the northern
part of Spain and the Koiiian States. Those vast inland
seas, Huron, Krie, and Ontario, which aliiio.'-t encircle the
peninsulM portion ot Western Cantida, soften summer heat,
temper winter cold, and i>reservo a moist almospln'ro ia
which vegetables luxuriate. The adaptation (jf the.se con-
ditions to secure the excellence we claim for Western
Canada as an agricultural country, you will shortly liettor
appreciate when we have comi)leted our exti'riial "siu-voy,
and travel southwards through the interior oil he country.

North of the 44" 30' parallel is a mi.Ned mineral and
timl>cr region, where are millions of acres in the valleys of
the tributaries ot tho Ottawa and the livers flowing into
Lake Huron, capable of yielding a rich harvest of lumber
for a century to come. Now draw an imugin.iry air line
from where we stand on the IJlue .Mouutuiiis, to the
county of Kssex, the most westerly portion of ^Vestern
Canada. Let this line revolve about ourselves as a jiivot,
first to tho left,"until its extremity rests near Kingston, and
thon back again to the right, until it rests near the Ijruce
Minos. You see you have swept over nearly the whole of
the agricultural region of AVestern Canada, with tho ex-
ception of the Valley of the Ottawa before mentioned, occu-
pying about 10,000 square miles. Now from the Uruce
Mines, let your imaginary aii' line sweep over the country
towards tho north and ea.st, until it again n.-sts its extre-
mity near Kingston. You havo traversed the mixed mine-
ral and lumber region ; and beyond the Ilruce Mines, all
along the northern shore of L;iko Huron aud the northern
shore of Lake Superior lies the great mlnei al region.

If we had leisure wo might pause to reason upfin the
extraordinary difference whi-h may arise in course of
time, between tho characters and social ptisition of the
future inhabitants of these diverse regions, but that is a
speculation which coming events render ditlicult indeed.
We have now examined and traced out the Itoundariev

of our country, let us proceed to establish our relationship .

to neighbouring States and Provinces which may intluence
our industrial or social position. North-oast lies Kastern
Cauada, north-west the trackless regions of the Hudson's
IJay Company's torritories. Kvery other part of Western
Canada is surrounded by the several States of the Ameri-
can Union. In order, proceeding from eitst to west, these
are New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana,
Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota. We lie like a wedge
between them—New York, Pennsylvania and Ohio on one
side, Michigan and Wisconsin on the other—our commu-
nication by water complete w^ith all that have been men-
tioned, and with the ocean, without obstruction, by means
of the St. Lawrence ; or by numerous railroads and canals
with the Atlantic seaboard. And herein lies our strength
and the hopes of our future. Set aside the advantxiges of
position in relation to the neighbouring States of tb«
Union and the ooean, and the progress of this country
would be like the slow, yet steady tiow of the rivers which
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