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testimony to tlu' readiness uf the
Manitolm Mm]<»rity to concech' what
is, at nil events, the main demand of

tiie Koman Catliolic minority — that
tht-y m;iy bi- allowed to iiave religious
extTciseti in public kcIiooIh nccording
to tlicir own fiiltli. I iK'lieve he was
'luite juHtifi 'd in muking the state-
ment. But ilr. Martin did not stctj)

at a declaration that tlic pcoiVe f)f

Manitol>a were willing voluntarily to
concedi* all that the I'rench leader
wanted II: frankly expressed the
piniiiu tliat justice to the minority

deniMmieO that redress should 'm-

h' given. IIIh language in tlds cun-'

M<'Ctii>n should J> > carefully real and
ponder -d by every I'rot'stuTit. and
espL'ciaily by every Liberal, in the
priivince. L 't me (piote lil-* words:
"Wlien I introduced tlie school bi 1

uf I'-WK" Kild Mr. Marti 1 ii this
Kame letter, "1 said, aud I sti 1

think, that the clause of the 1 1)0

;ict which provides fur C'rtaiu relig-

iuu- (X rcis'K is mist )i; jus!^ to Ko
man r.-itholics. If the state is to
recognize religion in its schof)'. legis-
lation, sucli n recognition as is ac-
<e]»table to I'rotestants only, and in

fact only to a snajority of I'rotes-
tants, is to my mind rank tyranny. .

. . The nature of the reliuinus ex-
ercis'-H hliould b? hucIi as is agreeable
U> the consci'nces of those wiiose
money li- tnk n to support the
schools."
These arc somewhat striking state-

ments, Mr. I'ditor, from pretty strong
uieii—men whose judgment is entitl-
ed to no little weight. Shall I recapi
tulate some of them?
"Tlu- government of Manitoba made

a great mistake," and "the onus lies

on tlH>m to make coneeKsions,'" said
the Kev. Triiicipal (irant.

"I am iinxlous to s^-e those privil-
eges restored to the Roman Catliolie
minority in Manitoba," said Mr. I^aur-
ier; and at u great gathering in ;i

i'rot<'Stant district he followed up
tliat avowal by challetiging a single
mail to say that he would not In*

"giad to w-e the Catholic schools re-

stored by the legislature of Manltolia."
Not a man took up the challenge, but
from (I thousand throats burst forth
applauding chwre.

"1 gave loyal assistance in estab-
lishing s«'paratt» schools for Catholes
ill Ontario and for Trot^staiits in

tiMieliec," and T was "ImuiikI t* give
my sympathy to those in other jirov-

iijces who lielieved they ^\ere laboring
under the grievance that the ('ntho-
lics of Ontario had complaim'd <tf for
years," said grand old Alexamdej* Mac-
kenzie

"Then' Ih no public school system on
the continent producing more s.'itis

factory n-sults than the separate
scIkki; system of Oiitario," said David
.Mills. And no nnu'e sound, tlKUightfu:
a lid safi- man than Davjd Mills statidH
in Canada.

"\V«' advocate tlie Ontario sys-
t<>ni iM'cause it is a good sy>tem, and
iH'cause it embodli's a satisfactory
sftt'eii'.eKt of a vexed questinu," saiil

the CIoIk'. And I may be jianhuied for
-aylMg that thousands in «>very part
if Canada, and a vast majnrity of tin*

i;<"ip:e of Manitoba, I doubt not.airree
'.\ ith iiK' in the opinion that the (JIoIm?

is no mean judge.
"Let ratholicH hav<' the i»rivllege of

jireparing relighuis eXTcise^ after
their own Ideas, as distincly Catliolie
as tii(>y please, so huig a.-* the t««.icli-

ing is not siibv<>rsive of civil 'ibllga-

tions, and let tlii'se be useti In every
sclinol where the trustees so determ-
ine," said the Uev. Peter Wright, I5.I).

And the Ilev. I'eter Wright, .iccordlng
to the Tribuiu'—yes, and it needed not
tlw TribuiK-'s testimony to estal>lish
it— "is one of the soundest men in tlie

l'resbyt<'riari Church in the whole
Northwest."
Then Mr. .los<']tli Martin, most fit-

tingly, came forward to cap the
climax, and magnificently and eff<;c-

tlvel.v he did it. "Kverybody wishes,"
said he, "that a solution of the (lue.--

tion may be found witliout any coer-
cion on the ]>art of the Dominion par-
liament." *'Th^ clause of the 1-90
act whicli provides for certain relig-
iotiH exorcise?! is mo«t unjust to Cath-
olics.'' '"Such a Tecognlthm of relig-

ion" in the schools, "as is acceptable
to I'rotaetants only, N rank tyranny."
These are the welllconsldered views of
Mr. Joseph Martin, not utt.<^'red in the
excitement of .iebat<', or under tli<' In-

spiration of stuiii)! oratory, but calm-
ly aiKl thotightfuUy written with hid
own hand for publicatum.
What tlien stands in the way of

a settleuK'nt of the (pi<>stion '.' Mani-
festly, witliout federal intervention un-
der the appeal «)f tli'' minority, there
is but one way of .settling it. That,
of course, is by the Manitoba legisla-

ture nio<lifying tlu* law. That again
dejiends altogetlK-r upon the jirovincial
government. I'rincipal Grant, recog-
nizing tlii.-, ca-t-i tli(> onus on that
governuK'nt of .settling the cpiestlon.

Mr. L.Murier, of course, .s«'t's it in the
same light, ami intiniate.w that it is

tliroiigli the jirovincial governnu'nt
that relief sliouid come. And the
• luestion is Jiow can Mr. Greenway and
his colleagues be j)r<'vailed on to adopt
a fair and generous and jiatrlotlc pol-
icy ? Mr. Laiirier thinks it ii»«i»ends


