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essiirily cnnii'iirnlivcly slinllow, niul nre tlie only places, nftcr ail othor

wnter is frozon ovov, »vlioro " niu'liorod " ico is forinotl iiml found. This

differs from Inke ice iii tlint thc latter mclts whero it freozes, while

nnchor ice, when conipolled by niildor wcatlier tu let go its liold xipon

llio bottoui, risos, nnd is iiiiiucdinti'ly drawn undor tlio fixod ice below,

and docs not dissdlvo until (lie river breaks \ip in tlie spring. The latent

hoat of waier, disengagid in freezing,—which ])rooess oceurs so fre-

quently during the flve months of wintcr,—is imparted to thc atmos-

phère, but is not again absorbed by melting ice, as would be the case in

lakes, or in deep sliiggish rivers.

Again, radiation is supposed to play an important part in " anchor-

ing" tiie floating particles of ice to the river bottom, whieh is said to

be cooled so rajjidly by the ice laden current above it as to become frozen,

and then begin to attraet the passing ice necdles, and fix theni to its

bcd.

If niother earth, in mid-wintcr, contributes any of lier impounded

beat to the outer atmosphère, thcsj almost innumerable nnfrozen spaces

certainly offer great facilities for giving vent to her suppre-sed émotions.

WATEU POWER.

From the Siraits of Belle Islo to Montréal, and thence ascending

the Ottawa, the tributaries of the St. Lawrence and of the Ottawa des-

cend, through ihe Laurentian région, from élévations of 1,8U0 to 1,000

feet above tide, and débouche within a few miles of each other except

imniediately about the Saguenay. lu many cases they bring their prin-

cipal cataraets very near their outfall, notably in the case of the famous

l'alls of Montmorency, whieh, leapiug dircctly into the St. Lawrence

from a lieight of 250 feet, are iitilized to liglit the streets and drive the

tram cars of Québec.

Somewhat similar conditions exist on the south shore of the St.

Lawrence iiutil the IJiehelieu river (the outlet of Lake Champlain) is

reached, where at Chambly, water power is about to be used to send the

electric current into Montréal in compétition witli steam and a similar

water power from the Lachine liapids.

The divide between the St. Lawrence and the Ottawa is studded with

lakes, west of the Rideau Canal, a principal outlet for whieh,—on the

south,—is tlie liiver Trent, discharging into the Bay of Quinte, with

large mills and much undeveloped water power at its mouth : and on

the north, some half a dozen important tributaries discharging into the

Ottawa.


