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journey, which they pronounced perilous, ^lenard chose a

French armorer, or blacksmith, to accompany him, and with

some Hurons who had visited the bay to trade with the

( )ttawas, on July 13th he set out for the Huron villag-e. [14]

The details of his last voyage, derived principally from the

"Relation" of 1663. are meager. The Hurons soon abandoned

the Frenchmen, and, nearly a month after the date when he

left Keweenaw Bay, !^lenard got lost while walking around a

rapid and was seen no more of men. ITis companion, after

trying in vain to find him, proceeded to the Huron village,

and engaged a Huron to go in search of the ])riest, but the

young Indian had not l)een gone more than two hours when

he returned with the exciting news that he had met "the

enemy." ])robably meaning the Sioux. In the uproar that

followed, the search for the missionary was abandoned. A
short time afterward an Indian found the priest's bag. but per-

haps fearing that he might be accused of murder if he

admitted having seen the body, he denied all knowledge of

where the priest had died. The "Relation" of 1663 also states

that vestments belonging to Menard were afterwar<l seen in an

Indian cabin, f'errot says that Menard's c(jm])anion. while

searching for the ]iriest. met a Sac Indian who was carrying a

kettle which the priest had taken (JUt of the canoe previous to

the portage; that the Sac Indian told the l'"renchman that he

had seen the priest's footprints, but had not seen the priest,

and that he had seen other tracks going in the direction of the

Sioux country. Perrot also says that some of Menard's vest-

ments were afterward found in the ])Ossession of Sioux Indians.

Not a little interest attaches to the identitv of ?\Ienar(rs

[141 Tlu' "Rflation"" ol' 1i;ii:!. p. 21, says that .Moiiaid slarliMl on .Iimc
1311), liiit Uiis is cieai'ly a misin-int for .tuly i:uli. as Iho tlii'ci' youiiK
KrciKiimi^n had liardly rotunied from tlio Hiiioii xillaKf liy .June IHlh, and
as .Menaril's last lettpr, \vhii'h bears the dato of .Inly 2nd, was vvvitten at
Kf'vvc'Miaw lHa>. Spp "Rplalion" of lf)fi4, p. fi. Hpsidos, the "Relation" of
IfiGS, inimedialely after nixinc: this wions date, says that Menard left

Kewei'iiaw I'.ay nine nionth.s after his arrival at that plaee. He arri\ed at
the Hay oetolier l.'ith, ItiGO; hy leaving for the llnron xilla^e .Tnly \\\\\\. he
would have spent just nine months at the Bay.


