
t
THE U. E. LOYALISTS AND THE FOUNDING OF THE PROVINCE. 11
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serious alternative ; and with men who loved the Old Land and reverenced the Flag, to renounce the one and be untrue to the 
other was a step they might well be excused from taking, however impolitic may have been the course of British administration, 
and unjust the measures forced upon the colony.

:

tn.

I. I

P s

( 
|

J

isted on 
on were 
Hudson, 
• of the 
s of the 
c. The 
. and at 
y finally 
America 
formally

In this 
heredi- 

on the 
ened to 
ut sent 
de with 
i of the 
apitula- 
of half 

rid and 
ntinent. 
cig hl cd 
,rht woe 
the col- 
operty. 
on with 
riences

Th

Li • F"
- t } d ..

. '- • l.0 "—-, aland

of exile in the wildernesses of Canada. We need hardly point out that this expatriation had its happy, though as yet distant, 
sequel in the " making of Toronto.”

Much has been written about the United Empire Loyalists, on the one hand in disparagement of their hostile altitude 
towards the new-born Republic, and on the other, in well-deserved praise of their loyakv to the British Crown. Our own view 
is, that they made great and undoubted sacrifices in abandoning their homes and possessions for a domicile under the Old Flag. 
Some of their detractors have gone _ — - —— — - ------.
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the length of saying that their devo­
tion to the House of Brunswic k had 
not the merit of being even a senti 
mental one that they were actuated 
by mercenary motives; by party al­
liance with the administration that 
had provoked the war ; and by a 
spirit of Tory hostility to the Whigs, 
who were opposed to coercive mea­
sures towards the colonics. But this 
is surely an extreme and an unfair 
view of the matter, and a libel on 
the memory of these patriots. Party 
feeling then, as now, no doubt ran 
high, and faction was almost certain 
in a great issue then pending to have 
its followers. But rebellion was a
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