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that schools and publie buildings are being
closed.

,On previous occasions 1 have drawn. atten-
tion to the fact that there bas 'been consid-
erable quIffering throughout the western
provinces; and yet the officer sent out by
the Department of the Interior says that
there is plenty of coal in the West, and that
these Happe leases should n-ot be operated.
Hoe makes that statement in faSoefa this
other fact, that last year we imported into'
the province of Manitoba $3,000,000 wortb
of bard coal, and more than that value af
soit coal, for the use of the people. There
was, over $6,000,000 worth of coal imported
into Manitoba, and the coal imported from
'the head of the Lakes west amounted to
$18,000,000 wortb. Ail these mines that
be speaks of have been in operation for
years and have failed to supply the people
of the West.

I wish to empliasize what I have said
here before, that in the interest of the
people of those three Western Provinces
thei Goverument aught to bulld the sixty
or seventy miles of railway, in can-neotion
with the National railway system, into what
is known as the Hoppe leases, and to de-
velop thase mines and put this coal on the
market. We have not only high-grade
bituminous. coal, but also high-grade an-
thracite, 100,000,000 tons of it, and the people
of the West are to-day suffering a fuel
famine. In view of these facts 1 say that
if the gentleman wbo made this report
had been an employee af the great mine
operators in the West, or had been speaking
in their bebaif, to prevent competition, he
could not have made a better *report for
the purpose than be bas laid before the
Government. 1 therefare ask that the Gov-
ernment investigate this matter furtber, and
if the coal is iieeded, as I am sure it is,
that these coal mines be opened up at an
early date in order that- tbe people of tbe
West may obtain an abundance of cheap
fuel.

Hon. L. G. POWER: Honourable gentle-
men, as I understand, this Supply Bull is
niow at its second reading. 1 arn not in the
habit of discussing Supply Bills at this stage
of the session, but there are a few observa-
tions .wbich I feel it is my duty to make
at the present time.

I ar n ot going ta deal with the various
minor items in the Bill, but I cannot allow
the vote of $20,000,000 for soldiers' civil re-
establishment and tbe other vote of
$40,000,000 ta carry out the recommenda-
tions of the committee of t.he other House,

to pass without some observations. That
$60,000,000, bonourable gentlemen, is an
immense sum. If any gavernment previaus
to 1914 had undertaken ta bring down a
proposal to s.pend $60,000,000, it would-have
caused a very great excitement and would
bave led to long discussion. T here is this
thing to be borne in mind, that Canada bas
already spent an enormous, sum on be-
hall of the soldiers wbo repregented
the country averseas. The Canadian
soldiers made a record averseas of
wbicb the country bas every reason to be
proud, but, unfortunately, a numiber of the
men ýwho did go over and, I suppose, dis-
tinguished tbemselves, bave been since
their return ta this country apparently do-
in their utmost to take away the gloss
and the glory of their achievements on the
battlefield. If we bad thougbt, when aur
men were distinguishing tbemselves at
Vimy Ridge or Paschendoele or any of
those other ~flghts, in wbich the -Canadians
came s0 comspicuausly to the front, tbat
these men wba went over the top in ýsucb
a courageous way would on their return
ta thîs country be asking for millions and
millions ai dollars to compensate tbeým, we
sbould flot have had the samne feeling
tawards aur representatives that we did
have. As I say, bonourable gentlemen, I
regret very mucb that these men, -or some
of tbem, are apparently doing their best
to throw discredit an the force as a whoile.

In the UJnited States, instead of a gratu-
ity ai six months' pay, about $600, each
ai the returned soldiers gets on.ly $65, and
we have not beard ai any outcry over there,
nor ci any country-wide agitation in favaur
of the payment ai enarmous sums; and the
United States is a much wealthier country
and much better able to contribute largely
towards the supposed wellbeing of the rie-
turned soldier than Canada is. I tbink
that *Canada undoubtedly bas deait more
liberally with ber soldiers than bas any
other coun.try ini the world. The record
-shows that.

Now,' where is tbis thing gaing to stop?
We have already, as I say, deait more lib-
erally 'witb our soldiers tban any othe:r
country in the warld, and wby -sbould we
keep on spending-why should 'we spend
$ 60,000,000 still furtber to belp themp I
tbink that as a rule, as was -stated by the
honaurable gentleman from Assiniboia
(Hon. Mr. Turriff) ta-day, tbere is employ-
ment for ahl the men wbo are willing ta
wark, and it does seem ta me that these
retuTned soîçiiers should return ta work in,
stead ai turning ta the Treasury and hTisist-


