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tioiis. 1 arn net goiîîg ta enter into aiîy

discussion wvitlî regard ta the miodifications;
tint we %will reach later on.

We corne iîow ta the reference in the
speech to the Alaskaîx bouuîdary question.
Tiîat is certainly a very important subjeel
aud oîîe wliich will dernand very earnest
consideratian on the part of tus Hanse aiid
the people of Canada. 1 feel it îny duty
ta deprecate the heated laxîguage used by
the Premier of Canada on this snbject te-
wîîrds the close of the last session of par-
Damnlt, and siace that tinie, wiith regard
to the action of the British government
In reference ta this natter, and is ad-
vocacy of a policy tiat Canada should
bave tie rigbt to negotiate Its own treaties
wlth foreiga counitries independently of the
;mother country. A little Inter the right
hon, gentleman niodifled that 0p;îîion ili

eome degree by declaring- that in Lis judg-
nment it would be sufficient tliat tue British)
government sliould possess a veto over sucb
treaties negotiated by the colonies ; but I
must say I coîîsider tlîe observations of the
Premier and of other gentlemen wlho have
spokeni for the gaverîinent iii regard ta this
subject as beiîîg uîîcalled for and uuîfair to-
wards the mother country. In tact, 1 thlnik
that the goveruiment of Canada have tien-
selves been quite as mucli ta blame for aîîy
unfortunate incident in the formation of' the
Alasican trbunal as was the governnent of
Great Britain. I recaîl ta mmnd tint lir
1898 the Marquis of Lansdowne called tiE
attention of the governent of Canada tc
the demand of thîe United States for tic
abrogation of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty.
The answer of our g-overliment thni
Canada hnd no Interest ia the Clayton
Bulwer treaty was a înost extraordlnar3N
one, because we seemed ta have w~
muchi interest ia the question as 'ani
country outside of the United States itself
and an opportuaity was not taken ad
vantagýe 0f which migit have beeîî used bý
tlîe govertiment at tiat time ta obtain somi
reasonable mens of settling tbis Alasknî
boundary question iu connection -,itlh th,
concession proposed ta be givon the Uaitec
States in the abrogation of tliat treaty. Bn

1 hold. and I w-isli ta malte my observation
as empliatic as 1 cati, tliat the governanen

of Canada are very rnuch to blarne for hav
ing agreefi te subrnit the Alaskan boundar:
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question to a 1)acked jury, for th'at is pr-e
ticailly what it was. 1 -,vas lu California at
the Urne tbe Senate of the United States
ratified the treaty to refer the Alaskafl
boundary question to i judicial tribunal, and
I raid despatches fram Washing-ton in the
California papers next Tnorniag that Senator
Turner and Senator Lodge bail agreed to ai-
10w the arbitration to take place on tie un-
derstaixling with the President that tbey
were to forin members of the Tribunal them-
selves and that tbey were irrevocably
opposed to, any concession of the dlaimis of
Canada and neyer would consent ta give up
what they called one inch of American ter-
ritory. Notwltlîstanding the fact that these
gentlemen had -prejudged our case and were
not impartial jurlsts, the goverument of
Canada very iveakly consented to go
on with the case w-ith Messrs. Lodge

nd Tre ontetribunal, men who

liad been placed there on a distinct
unaderstanding with the government of the
United States that they were ta stand flrm-
ly against the dlaims of Canada no matter
what evidence migbt be submitted. But still
more serions la the complaint we bave to
make against the government on this sub-
jeet, that tbey furnished to the government
and counsel of the United States the very
strongest évidence they urged before the
tribunal in London. Hlon, gentlemen who
wlll take the trouble to read those papers

iwlll flud that Mr. Taylor, one of the United
qtautes counsel. re;id to theQ arlitratrs ilir'
followlng extract from a speech made by
Sir Wllfrid Laurier in the Hause of Com-

*mons on Mardi 7, 1898, in support of the
Teslin Lake Rallway proposition which the

*government were then pressing through tixe
rHouse. On that occasion Sir WVIlfrid Laurier

said :
We have elther to take 'he route hy the Lyna

*Canal and Dyea, or the .-otte by '.le Stikine
river. The advantages of the one had to be se,

- against the disadvan-tages of rhe other, and vice
versa. The advantages of the roure ly the Lynîx
canal were that it was shorter and more direct

ethan the route by the StIkine river. nut if rve
i had adopted the route by ibe Lynii canal, tliat

je ta say, had chosen To build a railway frrnt
eDyea by thse Cbilk-at Pesa, up ta the waters of the
IYukon, we should have had to place the ocean

t terminus of the railway upon what is now Amn-
enican territory. 1 agree xvith thp stat:.'m'-nt

s whlch has been made on the floor of this House on
t more than one occasion that-Dyca, if the treaty

le correctly interpreted. is inCnl itEîror

I t ough t te be: but the tact is, as nx lion. fricîhls
Y' know very weIl, cveîî tho-3e ,vho (Io trot b'ogte


