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publicly raise the issue of human rights violations when he goes
to China in the fall?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker,
whenever I met representatives of the Chinese government, I
always raised the problem. I did so in Seattle and I talked about
it to the press then and I will do the same thing.

However, it is quite clear that the best solution for the western
world is to open China to western values and in that way the
Chinese will have no choice; as happened in the Soviet Union,
when people became aware of what was happening in the west,
the Berlin wall fell. The same thing will happen in China.

[English]

D-DAY

Mrs. Jane Stewart (Brant): Mr. Speaker, my question is for
the Secretary of State for International Financial Institutions.

As preparations for D-Day memorial services are under way
many Canadians are taking the time to honour the over 5,000
Canadians who died at Normandy. This weekend different
constituents of mine advised me that France, the United King-
dom and the United States have each minted several commemo-
rative coins to honour those who fell in the battle and that these
coins are available in Canada.

I would like to ask the secretary of state whether or not
Canada has minted any coins and, if so, where Canadians may
buy those coins.

Hon. Douglas Peters (Secretary of State (International
Financial Institutions)): Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the question
from the hon. member because it is of interest to a number of
Canadians.

I am very pleased to report that the Royal Canadian Mint bas
three issues of commemorative coins available to Canadians
that commemorate the D-Day operations. The first is a one
dollar proof coin that has the War Memorial on the back. There
is a six-medallion bronze set depicting various war scenes and a
14-carat gold quarter ounce coin entitled "The Home Front".

All these are available at the Royal Canadian Mint and at
various coin collectors.

NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca): Mr. Speak-
er, my question is for the Minister of Health.

Last Friday the Minister of Indian Affairs answering on
behalf of the health minister said that the national workshop on

Oral Questions

infectious disease notification had been postponed because
there was no agreement on an agenda. There is much speculation
that the workshop was postponed as a result of pressure from
special interest groups.

I want to know two things. First, why was this workshop
postponed? Second, when will it be rescheduled?

Hon. Diane Marleau (Minister of Health): Mr. Speaker, let
me repeat what was said last Friday.

The conference was postponed because there was no agree-
ment on the agenda. We are continuing to work with the
stakeholder groups to ensure that there is a conference and that it
is held in a timely fashion, hopefully in the fall of this year.

* (1445)

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca): Mr. Speak-
er, every day in the country emergency response personnel,
paramedics, firefighters, nurses, and physicians run the risk of
contracting contagious and infectious diseases.

The United States has already proceeded with a national
protocol on the matter and the previous Parliament's standing
committee on health made numerous recommendations on just
such a policy.

Given these precedents, will the minister present a strategy to
protect the health of emergency response personnel, and what
will this strategy be?

Hon. Diane Marleau (Minister of Health): Mr. Speaker, it is
our intention always to work with the groups affected and
concerned about these very serious issues. That is the reason we
have asked that this conference go ahead so that we can hear its
recommendations on how best to handle these very serious
questions.

Meanwhile work does go on. There are guidelines. There are
policies on how to act in these particular circumstances.

[Translation]

REFUGEES

Mr. Osvaldo Nunez (Bourassa): Mr. Speaker, my question is
for the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration.

Recently, we learned that the Montreal refugee assistance
committee had lodged an international complaint against Cana-
da concerning the improper deportation to Zaire of a young
pregnant woman who was given a sedative without her consent
and this, in violation of sections 219 and 265 of the Criminal
Code of Canada as well as Section 11 of the Quebec Civil Code.
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