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The Address

the jurisdiction of municipalities and it ought to be the cause of 
many individual Canadians across this land.

announcements were going to be made with regard to the 
guaranteed annual income; hence my response of no.

My government, as confirmed in the throne speech, has put 
$100 million into social housing under auspices of the RRAP 
program. I have had discussions with ministers of housing 
across the country on ways to find additional moneys. At the 
present time I am dealing with my colleague, the Minister of 
Finance, other ministers of the Crown as well as provincial 
governments to see if we can ascertain additional dollars to 
address those kinds of situations.

The government is proceeding in many ways to achieve that 
particular objective. First and most important, the Government 
of Canada under the auspices of the Prime Minister has recog
nized that the major economic and social problems facing the 
country today is the creation of economic growth, not just in 
small pockets of the major centres but indeed all regions in all 
quarters of all provinces. So we would be working toward trying 
to create economic activity in all regions of the country.

In conclusion, I thank the hon. member for his sound and wise 
intervention. I hope that my answers fulfil some of the queries 
he has to some major public policy issues.

• (1615)

A list of things are contained in the throne speech. Perhaps at 
another opportunity the hon. member would raise this kind of 
question so that I could give him more details, such as the 
pre-natal program, the aboriginal head start program, the RRAP 
program which has provided much needed housing in all regions 
of the country. There will be a variety of other programs 
ministers will be announcing in the course of this debate as well 
as in the debate when the Minister of Finance announces his 
budget.

Mr. John Nunziata (York South—Weston): Madam Speak
er, first I would like to congratulate my colleague on his 
appointment to the cabinet. Having worked with him for the last 
10 years I know he will serve the people of his constituency and 
the country well. I should also say how deeply honoured I am to 
be often mistaken for the hon. minister and it is only because we 
share the same barber.

[Translation]I was encouraged by a statement the minister made. He said: 
“Every citizen is entitled to a minimum standard of living”. The 
minister knows that at every national Liberal convention over 
the last 25 or 30 years the Liberal Party has endorsed the concept 
of a guaranteed annual income. The minister seems to be 
suggesting that is the direction this present government will go.

Mr. Michel Daviault (Ahuntsic): Madam Speaker, for one 
who appreciates history, to be making a maiden speech in the 
House of Commons is definitely a solemn moment. We mem- • 
bers of the Bloc Québécois intend to create history and I think 
this is a very good time for it.

I would like the minister to expand upon the statement he 
made about every citizen being entitled to a minimum standard 
of living. Is he suggesting this government will finally fulfil a 
commitment or a position taken at national conventions over the 
last 20 years? Is he suggesting this government will finally 
move toward amalgamating the myriad of social programs in 
this country to guarantee every Canadian a certain standard of 
living?

Let me take this opportunity to congratulate you on your 
election to this very important position you now occupy, let me 
offer you my best wishes and assure you of our total support.

I would also like to thank my constituents of Ahuntsic, a 
riding in the northern part of the island of Montreal where some 
eminent Quebecers from both political camps, federalists as 
well as sovereignists, have played a great role in the democratic 
debates over the Quebec issue.Mr. Dingwall: Madam Speaker, I thank my colleague for the 

question and assure the House that I am honoured from time to 
time to be mistaken for the hon. member. In fact I have had the 
pleasure of using his name on a number of occasions of which I 
will not bring the details to the House.

Let me mention Mrs. Jeanne Sauvé, who was a member and 
then a minister representing our riding during a great many 
years, and the hon. Raymond Gameau, both federalists. Mr. 
Jacques Parizeau twice was a candidate in our riding and so was 
Mr. Jean Campeau who will certainly be the next Minister of 
Finance in Quebec. It is therefore a great honour for me to 
represent that riding.

The response to the question is no in terms of the guaranteed 
annual income.

The hon. member asks, how does a government which has a 
limited fiscal capacity achieve its overall objective of enhanc
ing the opportunities of every Canadian. I want to say to the hon. 
member that although this has been passed by party resolution, 
as he knows, it is still under active consideration. However I 
think I would be misleading him if I told him that tomorrow

As a critic for the Official Opposition on the infrastructure 
program, I would like to share with you some of my concerns on 
this program implemented by the new government. Everyone is 
saying the Liberal Party was elected because of the platform 
presented in the red book. That is where the infrastructure


