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Business of the House

What is the minister doing to ensure that the appeal process 
is fair?

• (1500)

JUSTICEHon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Human Resources 
Development and Minister of Western Economic Diversifi
cation, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I want to express my appreciation to 
the hon. member and other members of the Atlantic provinces 
and Quebec who have been working very closely with us to 
ensure that those who are eligible will be able to receive their 
benefits under the TAGS program.

We understand there are some difficulties being faced by the 
appeal process. The latest records are that about 75 per cent of 
the appeals are being recommended, but there are some difficul
ties which the hon. member and others have brought to my 
attention.

Mr. Ian McClelland (Edmonton Southwest, Ref.): Mr. 
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Justice. This 
morning I had the pleasure of introducing a private member’s 
bill to the House which would have the effect of amending the 
Criminal Code to make dangerous intoxication a criminal 
offence. This would prevent people from hiding behind the 
charter of rights and freedoms to get away from their own 
responsibility for offences committed while drunk.

Will the minister take this bill, make it a government bill and 
try to get all-party support for this very important consideration 
that all Canadians hold together? Most people in Canada cannot 
understand why this loophole exists.I have been working closely with the minister of fisheries. I 

can make a commitment to the hon. member that we will have a 
correction of the appeal process within the next two weeks. Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney Gener

al of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I acknowledge the hon. 
member’s initiative and I share his objective. I too have been at 
work on this very subject.

[Translation]
The Department of Justice has its own approach to this very 

problem. I expect before too many days are out to be introducing 
government legislation to achieve the same objective.

The Speaker: We will have the usual question on the Busi
ness of the House. Then I will hear a question of privilege, a 
point of order and then I want to give a ruling a little later on 
another question of privilege.

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Osvaldo Nunez (Bourassa, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my 
question is for the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration.

Since 1986, Portuguese nationals need visas to visit Canada. 
Portugal is the only EEC country to which such a restriction 
applies.

Does the minister, who stated in 1986 that, by imposing visa 
restrictions on Portuguese citizens, we were doing a disservice 
to a European country and an ally, agree that this is a discrimina
tory and unjustifiable measure which must be lifted as soon as 
possible?

[English]

Hon. Sergio Marchi (Minister of Citizenship and Im
migration, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I thank my hon. friend for 
raising a question on an important policy issue. Members should 
be very well aware that the federal government has already seen 
fit to lift visas in a number of countries throughout the world.

Some months back we lifted the visa restriction on Hungary. 
During his trip to South America the Prime Minister made an 
announcement that no longer will Chile, a country the member 
knows well, have a visa restriction.

We are making progressive moves but it is a two way street. 
When we lift visa restrictions we also want to make sure that our 
system is protected with respect to documentation as well as 
visits from individuals from that part of the world. Where they 
meet our conditions we can make such moves, as we have in the 
past.

[Translation]

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr. 
Speaker, as customary, I would like to ask the Secretary of State 
for Parliamentary Affairs to let us know what the legislative 
menu for the coming week will be.

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Secretary of State (Parliamentary 
Affairs) and Deputy Leader of the Government in the House 
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we will continue with the 
consideration of Bill C-68 on firearms. Tomorrow, we will start 
the debate in third reading on Bill C-59 to amend the Income 
Tax Act.

[English]

On Monday we will debate third reading of Bill C-37, the 
young offenders legislation, and if there is any time left when 
this is finished we will resume consideration of report stage of 
Bill C-52.


