HOUSE OF

Tuesday, September 15, 1964

The house met at 2 p.m.

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

CYPRUS—REQUEST FOR STATEMENT ON
PRESENT POSITION

On the orders of the day:

Right Hon. J. G. Diefenbaker (Leader of
the Opposition): Mr. Speaker, I would ask
the Secretary of State for External Affairs
whether he can give the house a report on
the present situation in Cyprus, particularly
whether in the last day or so there have been
any signs that the situation is alleviating.

Hon. Paul Martin (Secretary of State for
External Affairs): Mr. Speaker, the situation
in Cyprus is that the government of Turkey
has relented in respect of a position it had
announced it was going to take with regard
to the sending of supplies to the island, an
act that was thought to contain elements of
provocation. The decision now is that the
Turkish government, in response to an appeal
by the United Nations secretary general to
postpone the sending of the shipment, has
agreed to do so if the United Nations will
provide the necessary arrangements for fur-
ther food shipments to reach Kokkina. Ar-
rangements are being made to this end.

This has considerably eased the situation.
As the right hon. gentleman knows, the sec-
retary general has circulated a report with
regard to the operation of the force, and
this will be considered by the security council
on Thursday, I think.

Mr. Diefenbaker: Would the minister say
whether there has been any agreement on
the part of Canada to continue its force in
Cyprus indefinitely, or whether a limitation
has been placed on the availability of the
Canadian force?

Mr. Martin (Essex East): There has been
no decision by the Canadian government to
contribute forces indefinitely, nor has there
been any decision reached as to further par-
ticipation in the force. I would not want this
last remark to be interpreted as meaning
that, given the necessary conditions, we
would not continue to live up to our obliga-
tions under the charter. The security council
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is meeting, and after that meeting has taken
place I fully expect that the secretary gen-
eral will get in touch with the participating
governments.

CONGO—REFUSAL TO PERMIT REMOVAL OF
CANADIAN CITIZENS

On the orders of the day:

Mr. R. N. Thompson (Red Deer): Mr.
Speaker, my question is to the Secretary of
State for External Affairs. Can the minister
tell us whether it is true that a rescue mission
has been denied landing privileges to remove
16 or more Canadians from the Stanleyville
area of the Congo? If it is, what steps is
the government taking to protect the safety
of Canadian nationals?

Hon. Paul Martin (Secretary of State for
External Affairs): Mr. Speaker, communica-
tions with the Congo are proving very difficult.
Perhaps I can say more about that tomorrow.

INDONESIA—SUGGESTED TERMINATION OF
CANADIAN AID

On the orders of the day:

Mr. W. B. Nesbitt (Oxford): Mr. Speaker,
I should like to direct a question to the
Secretary of State for External Affairs. I
was wondering if the minister was in a
position to answer two questions. The first
question is, has the government as yet made
up its mind as to whether it intends to
encourage and assist Dr. Sukarno, at Canadian
taxpayers’ expense, in his attacks on Malay-
sia? Does he not think it is time to terminate
our two-faced foreign policy in this area?

Hon. Paul Martin (Secretary of State for
External Affairs): Without commenting upon
what I think are the regrettable observations
of my hon. friend, who has had a long ex-
perience in external affairs, may I direct
his attention to the reply I gave the Leader
of the Opposition on this question last week.

[Later:]

Hon. Gordon Churchill (Winnipeg South
Cenire): May I ask the Secretary of State
for External Affairs if the military survey
group from Canada has now proceeded to
Malaysia?



