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Somehody said the other night that 1 had
heen speaking with a good deal of pathos-.
I do flot just kncw what wus meant by that-
aibout the man who got stung by accepting
a bad cheque and that a man does not need
to take a cheque unless lie likes. How long
would a man stay in business who refused
ail cheques? That is a very poor argument.
W'hat about the pathos, if you cail it pathos,
in regard to the general publie?-beause it
is the general publie that pays in the long
run. It does not matter whether it is a
boarding bouse or hotel or store or bank
who is first robbed, it is the general public
that pays, -because the amount is added to
the cost of doing byusiness; I do flot see the
pathos of it. There is undoubtedly an in-
sistent demand for legislation of this char-
acter. My chicif hope when I introduced thýis
bill was to start a discussion in the house and
the country. Then I hopcd, when the atten-
tion of the country was drawn to the matter
and influential pressure was brouglit to hear
on the government, they wou'ld see tiheir way
on an occasion like Vhis to say that if I
dropped the bill they would take it up this
session or another session when they were
bringing in an amendnent Vo the criminal
code. Tiiat woukl be satisfactory to me.
Otberwise I would suggest that the bill be
allowed to receive its second reading and be
sent to the committke on banking and comn-
merce if the 'bouse so desires.

Hon. HUGE GUTHRIE (Minister of Jus-
tice): May I have the indulgence of the
house to answer my hon. fricnd's last sug-
gestion? I quite agree with him that the
evii is one which should he remedied. I amn
.sorry that I cannot sce the remedy in this
bill, and I believe if At be passed in its
present form it will defeat the abject of my
hon. friend who lias introduced it. I con-
template bringing in somne amendments Vo the
criminal code during the present session.
I do not know that I can include the subject
matter of the bill, but it is worthy of our
best consideration and some clause should be
drafted which would provide against an evil
that lias grown to enormous proportions in
Canada and in other countries.

What I said whcn I spoke bef ors was
that this bill rather opened than shut the
door. At present if a man issues a chieque
upon a bank in which lie lias no account
he may be found guilty of ohtaining rnoney
under false pretences. Under ths bil lie wiil
not; lie will have a reasonable time within
which Vo cover the amount of the cheque.
In this bill there is an invitation to a reckless
man to issue cheques in the hope that lie wilI

be able te adj ust the matter satisfactorily at
a later date. The law as it stands to-day is
more stringent. I believe, however, the law
in respect of worihless cheques la defective
and some remedy should be applied, but I do
not thin-k the remedy lies in xny lion. friend's
bill. If lie is willing to drop his proposaI,
I will undertake Vo have the matter care-
fully considered in the dspartment in the
liope that later a clause may be drafted which
will cover the matter.

Mr. NEILL: With that assurance I would
ask leave to withdraw the bill.

Bill withdrawn.

CANADA SHIPPING ACTS
On the order:
Rssumýing debate on the motion of Mr.MacInnis for the second reading of Bill No.45, Vo amsnd tlie Canada Shipping Act.
Mr. M'adINNIS: The hast time this bill

was up for discussion the Minister of Marine
(Mr. Duranlcau) adjourncd the debate. As I
do not sec him in the bouse this evcning, I
think the billliad better stand.

Bill stands.

BANKRUP'rY ACTI AMENDMENT
PRESENTATION OF PETITION IN LOCALITY

0F DEaTORt

The bouse resumcd from. Tuesday, June 9.
consideration of the motion of Mr. Brasset,'for the second reading of Bill No. 42, to
amcend the Bankruptcy Act as respects locality
of a debtor.

MIr. SPEAKER: Is the bouse ready for
the question?

Motion negatived.

CANADA SmPPING ACIT
Mr. W. G. ERNST (Queens-Lunenburg)

moved the second rcadîng of Bill No. 97.
Vo amend the Canada Shipping Act.

Motion agreed to, bill rend the second time
and referred Vo the select standing committee
on marine and fisheries.

CIVIL SERVICE ACT AMENDMENT
PREFERENCE TO CANADIAN VETERANS RESIDENT IN

CANADA FIVE YEARS

The bouse resumed from Tucsday, June 23.
consideration in committee of Bill No. 18.
to amend the Civil Service Act (returned
soldiers' preference)-Mr. Boulanger-Mr. La-
Vergne in the chair.


