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be the first and, as far as possible, the undi-
vided duty of general officers commanding-in-
chief.

Page 12, section 27, part 2, as stated in para-
graph 10 the primary duties of the generals
coinmanding-n-chief-

' Generals ' not ' general.'
-will be the training and preparation of the
regular and auxlliary forces for war. The dis-
cipline of ail officers serving In the command,
including the power of convening and confirm-
lui, the sentences of genoral courts martial,
wi'i be vested ln them. They will aiso deai
witli the promotions, transfers and rotirements
of regular officers up to the.- rank of major
of the units torritorlalized ln the district under
tbeir supervision.

Page 15, section 18, part 1. A selection board
should be created composed of general officers
commanding-in-chief. who should make a re-
commendation to the Secretary of State and the
army council for aIl promotions and appoint-
monts o! officers abovo the rank of captain,
with the exception of officers of the general
staff 'who should, as in Germany be centrally
advised and administered.

Further to emphasize my statement in re-
gard to retaining this power in England, 1
may say that, since the appointment of the3
commander in chie! in 1793, they bave neyer
]essened the authority or control of the
commander in chie! so far as concerns thxe
military branch in1 any material degree be-
10w that of our General Officer Command-
!Dg. If you go fully into the change made in
1870 and the reasons for it, you will find that
it was to meet the conditions growinig out o!
the magnitude of the army and the expen-
ditures which its great sizo made necessary,
but it did not weaken, as the hon, gentle-
man would have us bolievo, the power of
the military authority in regard to the miii-
tary branch for the purposes I arn disdus-
sing nnd claiming. While the hon, gen-
tleman can find the statement that the
Secretary of State was to be put over the
general, I defy bim to show that the regu-
lations were o! the character hoe contends.
The fact is that the regulations like this
army council business were such that if
the. duties of eaeh were properly per-
formed if thero was no0 interferonce by one
part of the establishment with another, the
whole was entirely under the command o!
the military brancb, as we bave It under
Our system.

Now, Jet me point to a very glarlng
dlsslmilarity between the ministors now
sehemo and the English scbeme to which bie
says his is similar. Take the head and front
of the great schemo, the defence committee
ltsolf. This committee does not attempt the
seloction of any one o! its permanent mom-
bers oxcept the secretary. Lot me road

9. The permanent nucleus of the defence corn-
mlttee should consist of:

I. A permaneit secretary who should be ap-
Polnted for five years renewable at pleasure.

Il. Under this, officiais two naval oflicerr
selected by the admlralty, two mllitary offleers

chosen by the War Office and two Indian offi-
cors nominated by the Vlceroy, with, if ýpos-
sible, oue or more representatives of the
colonies. These officers should not be o! hlgh
rank and the duration of their appointment
should be llmlted ta two years.

This indicatos the proper appreciation of
such matters that is shown by those ini
charge of themu in England. They do flot
desire to grasp power individually. It is
one of the glories of their governmont, and
one of the bulwarks of thoir -national safety,
that this spirit oxists in1 England. Our
ministor, this. 'plain plebelan Canadian,' not
only proposes to nominato ail the members
o! bis militia council, but to have them
,under his control as well as any Generai
Officer Commanding, or other commander
if one is appointed. And more than that-
what do you think ? Ho limits their power
to the giving o! 'advlce.' And, even at that,
hoe may seem to fear that they may bie too
familiar, because hoe limits thom to sncbi
matters as hoe may ask their advice about.
The section says:

The Governor la Council may appoint a miii-
tia council ta advise the ministers lu regard to
aIl matters relating ta the militia-

It wouid ho somiewhat sensible if it stop-ý
ped there, but it goos on-
-which may be referred ta the counicil by the
minîster.

While I have shown that tihe minister coin-
mitted himsel! in his speech absolutely to
the militia council scheme, with the chief
of the general staff for his principal miiitary
advlser, hoe had so littie confidence In
that schemo that hoi provided an alternative
seheme with a Goneral Officer Commanding
to command the militia. Ho had s0 littie
confidence in his militia council scbeme
that hoe providod an alternative scheine,
with a General Officor Commanding as
commander o! the militia, sbowing a want
of confidence, on bis own part, in
the schome of bis own making, before hoe
had even tried the first. Why, we beard
hlm declaro the other day that thore was to
be no coinma nder-in-chief.' Yet so fearful ts
hie Of this militia council schome xvith these
officers o! the department nominated by himi
and undor-his control, that hoe puts an alter-
native in his Bill, -which amounts, as I
have sald, to a vote o! want of confidence in
it, carried by himself before ho has tried
it-declari ng with one breath that bis
scheme was simîlar to the English scheme,
and at the saine time providing that
there migbt ho a General Officer Coin-
mandlng aftor ail. Imagine a minister
aboiishing a systemn whlcbh bas workod so
well as our prosent scheme, and introduc-
ing i11 is place one of which hoe has
so little knowledge that hoe dares not con-
fine himself to it, and providos in the saine
Bill for an -alternative if the other doos not
work. It would ho laughable if lt were not
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