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examine into the condition of the country, investi- the farm delegates who visited the Lower Provinces.
gating our fiscal policy. and the capabilities of I unîderstand they came at the request of the Nova
this being a cheap country to producers and Scotia Government, and subsequently visited
a cheap country to live iii. But I hold that Ontario and the North-West. If from their report
when delegates are sent here, either if they it appears that the fiscal policy of the Goverinent
comle out at their own expense or at the cost of is preventing imnicrants from coming here, I think
the Goveriiient, they have a duty to perform it will be one of the best lessons the (overînment
to the people of the old country, anid tlhat ever received with respect to the policy they have
duty is to report upon the whole condition of the adopted. The Minister of Agriculture lias a duty
Dominion, both with respect to its soil, its fertility, to perforn. and that duty is, at the earliest possi-
its crops, the fiscal policy of the (Governmnent, and ble date to lay these reports before the House. It
whether or not the people have to pay a larger, an lias been rumoured that onlv one of the (elegates
excessive aiouit for all the goods they require sent in a report, aid that ie Minister lias only
for the household and foi' the agricultural imîple- seen one. I slould like to knîow.' why the other
ments. For all those who intendto emigrate do so delegates did not make reports, or .whether
with a view to betterinîg thejir condition, and when such reports were of a character that would
delegates are sent out, it is their duty to report as not be presenlted by ithe (overnmiiient to the
to whe.her they believe the whole conditions are House and the country. Ve have a perfect
favourable to emigrants to this colony. There is right to know all these questiols, w'hether they
a very keen contest going on between the differcnt believe tlhat this country is well fitted 'for the
colonies of r(Yeat Britain, and in fact between ithe lreedimg of cattle for the old euntr'v, whether it
civilized nations 4of the eartl for inuigrants, and is a good field for raising horses for the Englislh
muïîong the matters affecting their (ecisioi are the mnar'ket, and w'iether it is a land in which, in their
capabilitics of the country to produce cheaply ; but opinion, agriculture can be profitablv followed.
it, matters not what are our capabilities as regrardIs In all likelilhood the , delegates have given their
fertile soil and other conditions, if this is a deair viewts of all tiese questions. They are gentlemen
country to the producer, it is notafavourable of intelligence and well acquainted witlithe agri-
tield for ,eigçranlts. I hiold' that these delegaittes itural capabilities of the British I sles, and no11
would iot have been doing their duty to the doubt they were well calculated to give a sound
People of the old country if they had not re- judgment on the condition of the Lower Provinces,
ported both on the fiscal policy of the Goveriiinent as well as the localities visited in Ontario and the
anîd the effect of that policy as regards the markets i North-West. I think the Governmnent made a
for our' 1producers, and wlhetlher or not abnissioni to iistake iii policy in sending down a deputation
ouir natural market. which is close to us, is pre- fromn Ottawa to meet those gentlemen. especially
vented by the tiscal policy of the Goverîînient. I %wlen the meeting was brought about by the
hold tlhat these matters should lhave engaged the Premier of Nova Scotia in conlunction with the
attention of these delegates, and it, was their duty High Comiissionier, and take charge of the dele-
to report on thein when they returnied to the old gates during the tine they were visiting the Lower
countrv. It is stated that the report lias been iii Provinîces. It also appears that duriug the tine
the hands of the linister cf Agriculture, but for they were in that province no persons in many of
some reason or other it has never been published the localities they visited knew anything about
aud laid before the people. I hold we have a per- their coining, except those who wm'ere delegated to
feet right, after paying the expenses of these dele- attend themi. When such delegates coie to Can-
gates, to know., wlhat reports they have sent in. If ada the farmers allover the country i the difTerent
it is favourable, we have a right te know it ; if it lines of agriculture ouglht to be notified, so that
is unfavourable, we aiso have a right to knw in i tliev eanmet the delegates, discuss with them,
what points it is unfav-ourable. We have had show them their farms, explain their systein of
muuch discussion with regard to emigration, and farming and stock raising, and as far ,as possible
this matter lies at the foundation of successful give then all the information in tieir power. As
emiîgration, nanely, what report the delegates 'isit. I understand it, quite the reverse of that was done
îing the Dominion inake in respect> to this country in the Province of Nova . Scotia, which was cer-
when they go back to the liand from which t.hey tainly. an impolitie and improper course for the
came. A rumour is afloat that these delegates Go'vernient to pursue. I do hope the Minister
have given utterance to their opinion of the tiscal of Agriculture will at the earliest possible
policy of the Govermuent, and that the Govern- moment lay these reports on the Table, so that we
nient consider they have nothing to ( with that shall be able tO judge for ourselves whiether or not
subject. I h1(old they have just as good a right to the stateients which have gone abroad with res-
report on the fiscal policy of the Governmîent i pect to the views the delegates entertain is correct
and the effect it lias on settlers, farners and work- or incorrect. The Government could do no greater
ingmnen, as upoi any other point which could en- injury to thenselves than to w'itlhhold this report,
gage their attention. I hold that if they have because we believe, to-day, that the views cf the
reported inî regard to markets froin lich we are farmer delegates with regard to the fiscal policy of
siut out, we have a right to know the fact, and we this conntry is one of the reasons why it has been
have a right to know the opinion of these striangers, withlheld. Perhaps if we have the report before
who caine here for the purpose of subseq uently us, the reasons night not be so strong in this direc
sending out people to settle among us. We have a Î tion as we anticipate, so that the Government, in
perfect right to know what their views -are, and justice te thenselves, in justice to the farm dele-
whether there is any existing evil, that prevents gates, and in justice to the ,House of Commons,
immiigrants froin coming here, in order that it may oughit to let us know what these reports contain.
be reiedied. I hold that the Government are not The farniers all over this country ought to know
performning their duty by withholding the report cf w'hether or net these delegates reported favourably
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