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[Text]

I often have the impression that the Department of Indian
Affairs, rather than reorganizing to meet Indian self-govern-
ment, is reorganizing so that the Indians will self-destruct in
trying to carry out self-government. I know my words are
rather harsh, but they are from experience. I assure members
of the committee that I can give lots of examples.

I am also acting for a group out west, the Lubicon Band. I
will not get into that except to say that in that case the federal
government will not even negotiate. So at least in the case of
the Crees, and hopefully Sechelt, they are ready to negotiate.
But I urge this committee, and this is the thrust of the Cree
brief, to try to take measures to monitor the implementation so
that the Sechelt Band is not among the groups, with the Crees
and the Naskapi, of coming back before this committee every
three or four or five months saying that the government is not
respecting elementary, fundamental commitments. Self-
government, it is obvious, will not work without the financial
resources. I think even the Prime Minister has recognized that.

Before the constitutional talks, there is always the statement
on the part of the Prime Minister and the Canadian delegation
that they are truly interested in the Indians advancing to self-
government. In my respectful opinion, they are not showing it.
They are not putting the action where their words are.

Now, the only thing I think that the Crees can do and that I
can do at this particular juncture is to alert the committee to
the fact that there is a very, very serious problem, and that
regardless of what the powers are, if the bands simply have the
powers and the responsibilities but do not have the basic
financial resources to carry out their mandates, then self-
government is absolutely doomed to failure. It will have been
just as much of a farce as preventing the Indians from
exercising proper control over their own affairs and over their
own lands.

So again, I stress to the committee that we hope that this
committee will take the measures required, will establish some
kind of a monitoring mechanism, will in effect ride herd over
the Minister and his department to ensure that the Sechelt
Band is given every possibility of success and are given
meaningful financial resources to carry out their new respon-
sibilities and powers. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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The Acting Chairman (Mr. Scowen): Thank you. Is there
any more presentation from your group?

Mr. Awashish: This basically wraps up our presentation. But
we certainly wish to emphasize our position as Cree people
from northern Quebec, having negotiated our own form of
Indian self-government to statutory recognition of Indian self-
government at our own level, which is of course established
through the Cree-Naskapi (of Quebec) Act, which is provin-
cial law. Nevertheless, the agreement itself has some constitu-
tional recognition. The James Bay and Northern Quebec
Agreement is recognized under the amendments that were
made through the Constitution of Canada itself. We do have
aboriginal or Indian self-government.

[Translation)

J’ai souvent I'impression que la réorganisatioan du ministére
des Affaires indiennes a pour objet non pas de réaliser
'autonomie des Indiens, mais bien au contraire leur dispari-
tion. C’est un jugement sévere a 'appui duquel je pourrais
vous citer un tas d’exemples.

Je représente par ailleurs un groupe d’Indiens de I'Ouest, la
bande Lubicon. Qu’il me suffise de dire a ce sujet que le
gouvernement fédéral refuse tout simplement de négocier.
Dans le cas des Cris et des Sechelts, les négociations ont au
moins commencé. J'engage donc vivement les membres du
Comité a prendre toutes les mesures qui s'imposent afin de ne
pas obliger les bandes sechelte, crie et naskapie a revenir
périodiquement devant le Comité pour accuser le gouverne-
ment de ne pas avoir honoré ses engagements. Le premier
ministre a lui-méme admis que sans moyens financiers,
'autonomie des Indiens restera un voeu pieux.

Avant les négociations sur la constitution, le premier
ministre et le gouvernement fédéral ont assuré qu’ils tenaient a
promouvoir I’autonomie de ces Indiens. Mais ces promesses
n’ont pas été traduites dans la réalité, et ils n’ont pas conformé
leur action a leurs paroles.

Tout ce que je peux faire, c’est donc insister sur le fait que,
quelle que soit I’étendue des pouvoirs confiés en principe aux
Indiens, s’ils ne disposent pas des moyens nécessaires pour les
mettre en oeuvre, 'autonomie est vouée a un échec certain.
Encore une fois, on aura empéché les Indiens de contrdler leurs
propres affaires et leurs propres terres.

Jengage donc vivement les membres du Comité 4 prendre
toutes les mesures qui s'imposent, et notamment a insister
auprés du ministre afin que la bande sechelte obtienne les
crédits nécessaires pour que ses nouveaux pouvoirs et attribu-
tions deviennent une réalité. Merci monsieur le président.

Le président suppléant (M. Scowen): Merci beaucoup. Un
autre témoin va-t-il prendre la parole?

M. Awashish: C’est tout ce que nous avions a dire. Nous les
Cris du Nord québecois avons négocié et obtenu notre
autonomie au terme de la Loi Cris-Naskapis du Québec c’est-
a-dire une loi provinciale, loi qui est néanmoins reconnue par
la Constitution. En effet, I’Accord sur la Baie James et le Nord
du Québec a été entériné au terme des amendements a la
Constitution du Canada. Nous bénéficions donc d’ores et déja
de notre autonomie.



