Fight Against Terrorism

Support the work initiated by the Inter-American Committee on Terrorism (CICTE)
established within the OAS as a result of the Commitment of Mar del Plata adopted in 1998,
and encourage hemispheric cooperation to prevent, combat and eliminate all forms of
terrorism, taking into account the approval of the Statute and Work Plan of CICTE;

Consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case
may be, those international agreements related to the fight against terrorism, in accordance
with their respective internal legislation;

5. CIVIL SOCIETY

Recognizing the important role of participation by civil society in the consolidation of democracy
and that this participation constitutes one of the vital elements for the success of development
policies, noting that men and women have the right to participate, with equality and equity, in the
decision-making processes affecting their lives and well-being, and considering that the diversity
of opinion, experience and technical expertise of civil society constitute a significant and valuable
resource for initiatives and responses of government and democratic institutions:

Strengthening Participation in Hemispheric and National Processes

Seek to establish public and private funding instruments aimed at building the capacity of
civil society organizations in order to highlight the work and contribution of these
organizations and to promote accountability;

Develop strategies at the national level and through the OAS, other multilateral organizations

. and MDBs to increase the capacity of civil society to participate more fully in the inter-
American system, as well as in the political, economic and social development of their
communities and countries, fostering representativeness and facilitating the participation of
all sectors of society; and increase the institutional capacity of governments to receive,
absorb and act on civil society input and advocacy, particularly through the use of
information and communications technologies;

Promote participation of all minority groups in forging a stronger civil society;

Develop educational programs, in conjunction with relevant civil society organizations,
academic experts and others, as appropriate, to provide democracy and human rights
education and to promote the introduction of books and educational materials that reflect the
ethnic, cultural and religious diversity of the Americas as part of primary and secondary
school curricula;
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