More information on the Division’s
activities is contained in the Depart-
ment'’s publication /nternational Cul-
tural Relations.

The Cultural Affairs Division is re-
sponsible for the promotion of cul-
tural relations between Canada and
other countries, subject to Canada’s
foreign-policy objectives and specific
priorities. Canadian cultural initia-
tives abroad are designed to en-
hance the image of Canadians as
creators of cultural works of quality.
Such initiatives also provide new op-
portunities for Canadian artists to
compare, learn, compete and grow
in the international arena. By endow-
ing Canada’s cultural relations with
new dimensions, particularly its rela-
tions with countries of political and
economic importance to Canada,
cultural activities abroad support the
Canadian foreign-policy aims of im-
proving understanding, creating
closer contacts and deepening mu-
tual esteem among nations. Cultural
programs involve professional artists
in all areas — the performing arts,
the visual arts, literature and the
broad socio-cultural field — encom-
passing projects such as concert
tours, travelling exhibitions, lecture
tours, book donations, participation
in major international festivals and
international cultural meetings and
special events such as ‘“Canada
Weeks"'. The division also invites for-
eign specialists in the arts to visit this
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country to meet their Canadian col-
leagues and experience the diversity
of Canada’s cultural activity. Cultural
affairs are co-ordinated abroad un-
der the public-affairs programs of
Canadian embassies and missions.
In Paris, Brussels and London, there
are special facilities to ““showcase’’
Canadian artists. The Cultural Affairs
Division negotiates and administers
special programs of artistic ex-
changes under formal cultural agree-
ments with certain countries and in-
formal arrangements with others. It
also co-ordinates Canada’s involve-
ment in certain aspects of its mem-
bership in the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO). The divi-
sion maintains contact with other
cultural agencies and associations
engaged in the promotion of the Ca-
nadian arts abroad, and helps keep
Canadian organizations informed of
cultural activities outside the country.

The Historical Division is respon-
sible for the archive activities of the
Department, for historical work in
the realm of foreign affairs, and for
the preparation of background mate-
rial on international issues for use in
the Department. The division deals
with requests from scholars studying
Canada’s external relations for ac-
cess to departmental records and,
when possible, assists them with
their research. It also conducts the
Department’s program of oral his-
tory.




