
Canada provides easy U.S. access 
• Enter a market of $9.4 trillion: The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 

provides access to a North American market of nearly 400 million people with à 
combined GDP of 
over US$9A trillion. 

• Border crossing 
made easy: 
—>156 Canada-US. 

border crossings 
help facilitate 
over 6 million 
transborder truck 
crossings in 1999 
and a two-way 
trading figure of 
$502 billion. 

—>Transborder 
flights between 
Canada and the 
US. have increased 
by 58% since the 
1995"Open Skies" 
Agreement.* 

• We're in your neighbourhood: Almost half of the U.S.  population lives within a 10-hour 
drive of Toronto. Over 60% live within a two-hour flight 

For more information on investing and doing business in Canada, dick on wwwinvestincanada. 
gcca or call (613) 941-0354, far (613)941-3796, e-mail: lanoy.louise@icgcca  

* Source:Transport Canada 

Mentoring program for women 
entrepreneurs seeks protégées for 2001 

Last chance for applications 
Step Ahead, the highly successful 
one-on-one mentoring program 
based in Toronto, is seeking applicants 
for its 2001 program.This not-for-profit 
volunteer organization pairs junior 
businesswomen who want to expand 
their businesses to the next level with 
seasoned women entrepreneurs. 

The 12-month program comprises 
10 workshops, featuring dynamic 
speakers, including some of Canada's 
top 100 women entrepreneurs, ex- 

pert panels and roundtable discus-
sions on best business practices for 
entrepreneurs. 

Founded in Toronto in 1991, Step 
Ahead focuses on business develop-
ment for women by women, provid-
ing educational and practical learning  

opportunities for women business 
owners. 

"Collectively, our participants have 
generated an estimated quarter bil-
lion dollars in revenues and continue 
to significantly move the economy 
of Canada forward,"said Susan Baka, 
co-chair of Step Ahead. 'Our goal is 
to expand across Canada by building 
on the strong foundation developed 
in Toronto, and fill the very real need 
for women to connect with  rote  mod-
els they can relate to — other women 
who deal with the delicate act of bal-
ancing business, personal and family 
demands." 

The fee for the Toronto program 
is $750. 

For more information or to receive 
an application form, contact Marie 
Bordeleau, Step Ahead, tel.: (416) 
410-5802, fax: (416) 495-8723, e-mail: 
mbordeleau@base.onramp.ca  * 

IFInet 
IFInet is your Internet gateway to procuremem 
business funded by International Financial 
Institutions (Ins) and UN agencies. 

www.infoexport.gc.ca/ifinet/menu-e.asp  
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• • 	• Enquiries Sennce 	DFAIT's Enquiries Service provides counselling, publications, and referral sevices to Canadian 

exporters.Trade-related information can be obtained by calling 1 -800-267-8376 (Ottawa region: 

944-4000) or by fax at (613) 996-9709; by calling the Enquiries Service Faxlink (from a fax machine) at (613) 944-4500; or by acc6sing the 

DFAIT Internet site at www.dfait-maedgc.ca  
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