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obligations requires us to continue
cooperative arrangements. But, while
ending such cooperation would not
violate the latter of our obligations, it
would certainly deeply offend the spirit, 1
cannot understand a logic which says,
on the one hand, that the world is s0
interdependent and dangerous that we
must cooperate in arms control and
disarmament, yet asserts, on the other,
that Canada should eliminate interde-
pendence and dismantie cooperative ar-
rangements in our national defence.

Surely these activities are two sides of
the same coin. Our capacity as a
country, and as an alliance, to conduct
effective arms control negotiations with
the Soviet Union and ils allies rests on
a confidence in our own strength and
security, which is in turn based on
shared values and true partnership.

Il is in these terms that Canada ap-
proaches national defence and arms con-
trot: not as two solitudes, but as priorities
which share a common logic and a
similar purpose. Within tight budgetary
confines and following a long and sorry
period of neglect, we are beglnnlng the
slow process of rebuilding our military
capability. Not so we may fight wars, but
so that we cen do our part to ensure that
we neyer have to flght one again.

America's strength to the point where
significant and1 mutually beneficial arms
conitrol agreements are both possible and
desirable. The Soviet leadership, for its
part, has shown unprecedented willing-
ness to discard the posturing of the past
and put forward serious proposaIs.

For too many years, arms control pos-
turing has been l1111e more than a cynical
element in a campalgn to sow dissension
within our alliance, to score propaganda
points in the battie for Western opinion. It
is essential that arme control proposaIs
be practical and responsive to the
security concemns of both sides. For
too long, the inevitable imperfections of
particular proposais have served as an
excuse to block progress on ail.

As Mînister of National Defence, I can
assure you that those who are respon-
sible for the security of Canada judge
agreed and reliable measures of arms
control and disarmament together wlth
our defence efforts to be fundarnental to
the security of the nation and the mutuel
securlty of ail. 1 trust that, for your part,
you agree that we have the same goals
- and that hl le the appropriate balance
between defensive meesures and arms
control and disarmament measures thaï:
offers our best hope for a future in
which freedom, securlty and prosperity
prevaîl.

Thenk you for this opportunity. I look
forward to rnany more like it in the
future."

Ambassador for Disarmament Delivors Canadian
Statement to UN First Commlttee


