
tee on'Disarament begjan its work on Match 14 and met throughout

year, vith a recess during the disarmamelit debate at the seventeenth

,ion of the General Assemnbly. (IniniediatelY before the commence ent

lic negotiations, Uic French Government stated that it did not intend to be

resented, and it has not taken Part ini the Geneva talks to date.) Although

Committee is flot formally a subsidiary body Of thc United Nations, it

reported regularly to thc Disarmamneft: Commission and the General

sembly and has taken into account reconimendatiofis by the latter. The

iited Nations has provided conference facilities iii Geneva.

The resumption of international disarmamclit discussions in a new

Dotiating body, after a long and unproductive interval, was coagg

several respects. The work of flic Committee held out better prospects of

=css than its predecessors, flot only because of its, revised composition,

iich permitted a broader and more reprcsentative expression of world

inion Uirough thc participation of the eight non-aligncd states, but also

cause Uic major powers had agrecd to a joint statement of principles wbich,

fined thc goals of Uic disarmament programme and set down guidelines

r their acbievcment. Procedural improvements-notably Uic decision that

SUnited States and Uic Soviet Union would serve as permanent co-ehair-

.n of Uic Committec-wcre also influential ini f acilitatiiig orderly worlc ini

e Committec and ini providing for close consultation betwecn the two

ajor powers on whose agreement any system of disarmanient would depend.

Althougli Uic Committee did not succeed during Uic year in draifting

ial agreements on specific measures of disarmamexit, it was more successful

ian had been Uic case ini carlier negotiations boUi in singling out commoli

ements ini Uic proposais put forward by Uic Western and Communist states

id ini isolating rcmaining differences. The need for a careful and detailed

iscusslon of ail flic factors involved i preparing a comprchciisive dis-

rmament programme was macle apparent by Uic early stages of Uic Coin-

kittee's work and it was rccognized by Uic Gencral Assembly that Uic negotia-

ons should continue until agreement was rcached.

In addition to discussing a trcaty on general and complete disarmament,

le Committee undertook the task of asslsting Uic Uiree major nucicar powers

)reach agreement on cessation of nucle8t weapoiis tests, a subject which had

arlier been dealt with for Uic most part i private meetings of Uic tbree

ýowers. The examination of this topic, both i plenary meetings of the Coin-

(lttce and in a sub-comittee of Uic nuclear powers, brought forward a range

df ideas dcsigned to resolve flic dlffereiices bctweeii existing positions-

totably, Uic important compronise proposais submitted joifttly by the eight:

Ion-aligned members. Although agreement was not reached by thc end of

L962, an excagofltesýewe rsdnKend adPemr

ýrushchov, initlated late in Decenmber, brought rencwed hope that an are

lient could be worked out in thic new year.


