
CANADIA-N MUNICIPAL JOURNALJly19.

A Strike to Retain a Mayor, in- bis Job
A very peculi'ar experience lias just corne to dur

notice i whicli a labor 'nayor in the United States
was first dismissed by his employers and then re-
instated tlirougli the action of his co-workers going
on strike. The facts are as follows: The citizens
of li City, Minn., elected as mayor, Vice-President
Sayler of the local Coopers Union, which evidently
did not please tlie manager of the local works where
Sayler was employed and Vhe workmen mayor lost
Jais job. But his mates indignant at the action of
the manager, went on strike en masse witli such good
effeet that the new mayor 'was restored Vo lis job
and pay envelope.

To say the least, the manager in'question took a
very foolish attitude towards lis employee. The
very fact that Mayor Sayler Vook such apractical
interest in municipal aff airs was sufficient.evidence

of Jais usefulness as a citizen, and incidentally Jais
usefulness as a worker, and this the manager, lad
he been possessed of common sense would have
knownl. One of the labor leaders in Great Britain
recently stated that "just as labor does mucli Vo
make problems for the country it must think more
of doîng much to solve Vhem," And we do flot
know of any better means of bringing Vhîs truth
home to labor than public responsibility such ai it
would possess, tîrougli its members Vaking up pub-
lie office as is the case in 1H11l CiVy. Both in Vhe
United States and Canada organized labor lias de-
veloped within its ranks men of higli mental calibre
and claracter and if these same men could be gotten
to take a larger interest in the welfare of their re-
spective communities, both tlie communal lif e and
organized labor would benefit.

Scarcity! of Highway Engineers
,Sinee tlie building of roads lias become largely a

question -of scientific knowledge and experience on
the part of the designers one would expeet a demand
for engineers specially qualified in tlie work. At
least tliat was our impression until we came across
a, fully qualified and experinceýd road engineer en-
gaged in testing, not roads, but the strengtli of rail-
road bridges. Ou iniquiry we found that lie was not
wanted, as a road engineer, because of lis gray
liairs. In most professions and businiesses grey liairs
usually deniote- experience and( consequently ini-
creased value, and wliy sliould it not be the case
iii the engineering professioni.

Now Canada was neyer so liard up for really com-
petent road eng-ixeers as she is to)day. By Vhis we
mean men wlio liave had practical experience in tlie
building of liighways, roads and streets. Tlie fact
tliat a man lias taken a course i general engineer-
ing does not make him into a qualified road engin-
eer, thougli xany helieve they are, andi what is
worse, they too often make our local couneils be-

lieve they are, because sof their degrees, fitted to
liandle big public works that call for engineering
competency, otlierwise thousands o! dollars will be
wasted. 1V has been stated that tlie wastage'iii our
public works, because of the lack o! knowledge and
experiéee on the part of tlie engineers,.during VIe
IasV decade is equal Vo Vwenty-five per cent of tlie
total cost. Like the doctor the engineer can cover
up much of Jais incompetency, for most of those lie
deals with are not professionals like himself, so that
mucli is left to Jais lionesty. 0f course most of our
municipal and road engineers are competent. men
wlio have a higli sense of tlieir responsibility. At
Vhe same time we do know of too manly instances
of lieavy losses being incurred by tlie eommunity
b)ecause of the local engineer's inexperience, and it
is ini the interest o! the profession itself that every
opportunity be given to sncb men as the road engin-
cer now :"testing bridges" Vo seenre permanent
work in tliat brandi they are specially experienced
and qualified in.
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