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Par1ýamentary Representa-tion Serveftltg..i

The Government may retain, office until 1915, but it is quite on the cards
that a general election will take -place within the next few months. In thi.s
connection two questions arise:-

"Are the civil servants prepared with a candidate?" and
"Do they desiredirect repreïsentation in the Mother of Parliaments?"
The first question must bc answered in the negativej and the second in

the aff=ative. Various sectional associations connected wit4 the service
have considered the matter, and it is quite likely that at the next general elec-
don certain officers of these associations *ül become parliamentary candi-
dates; but up to the present nothing, or practically notbing, has been donc in
the direction of securing a candidate who would repre-sent civil servants of
every class and of every grade., And yet civil servants want direct parlia-
mentary representation, and they know that no large measure of civil service
reform is possible until they have a representative in the House of Commons
Who can voice their winhes, and who eau give his Majestys Ministers and his
Majesty's Opposition first-hand information. as to the state, of affairs now
existiii in the civil service.

In the preseùt parliament every shade of opinion is represented, and the
civil servantsappear to bc the ouly large body -with out a spokesman. There
are, it is true, some thirty or so menibers who have been diréctly or indirectly
conneeted with the. civil service; but they'have not been elected for the pur
pose of servine their éld , colleagues, and they have quite lost all interest in
the civil service and the civil servants.

Sectional. representation would serve a useful purpm, but it is not the
kind_ of -èpr ' eàent.af4on civil service reformers who desire direct parlîamentary
representation have in their minds. The primary object of 9, sectional repre-
sentativewq .uld, naÛtrally, bé i4iectional interests. A secti6nal representative
would fighi fýr the bettèrment of his owiï people, and lie would not endanger
theirinterpsto by tackling other questions untilall, or nearly allo théirýgikt.
aùces had bèen redremed. A direct repiesentative ô£ the whole civil ser-vice
would study the interents of every civil servant of the State. He would study
the interestà of the Peirm'ane-nt secretary to the treaBury, and lie would study
the-intereàts the most junior treasu messenger; lie- would study the ûà-
bqiests of the seeretaxy of the post «fice,ý and he would study the intereste d
the ]ý0mma1î.
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