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Scientist and yet refuses to admit the con-
clusions to which he is therebv brougbt. Yet

if we take the science of the scientist and

leave his metaphysics alone there is nothing
In 1t which is unwholesome.

OW when nature’s verdure has depart-

ed for a season and all the outward
1'clndscape is bleak and cold and barren, that
dry and leafless shrub, the Literary Society,
W}_lich has lain dormant all through the
TNght summer days, gathers its forces to-
‘Rether, puts fortl its fresh green leaves in
all Fhe subtle shades of the verdant and in a
Surprisingly short time we have a perfect
deluge of blossom. Many a waste and de-
SCIt place in society’s domain is thus made
t0 blossom as the rose. And yet there are
sze tracts in that same domain which are
in Yvas'te and 50 barren that even the most
Si§nificant kind of literary plant cannot
S:I()j ZOUrishment there. Now let it not‘ be
erinp sed thz}t we are e.tb'out to send a with-
dor r‘S:‘.'hEast wind .of c.r1t1c1sm among the ten-
i frOnoots of this literary growth. Far be
expos; us to do that. Rathe'r' would we
¥ 5o dO}lr Own pages to the biting blast., if
from thOIIfl{{ we could ward off destr'ugt.lon
shoot e“;ilr field, or shelter one promising
Signs .of We are only. too glad to sce any
and o thellectual life among the people,
trust t;;lemally among society people. We
misu;deen’ that. our intentions will not be
ming OfraSthOfl if we venture to ease our
Servating o(fa\:e\t/houlihts.suggeﬁ?d by an Ol?-
Variety of o eral distinct specimens of f.hlS
iS mope 4 ¢ tree of knowledge. Nothing
itera: Ztur.al than tbat the -newly formed
Study 0%’ Dociety, having as its object the
e vor gg.oc;llterature, should begin with
amOngt}Le 1ghest and subtlest productions
‘IUGnt]y anreat masterpieces. Not unfre:
gone Over» rnay' find one .or twp of these
ing. Ne and disposed of in a single even-
W we have our doubts as to whether

much good is to be derived from an attempt
at such high flights.  Not more than a very
few persons in an ordinary society can de-
rive any real good from the study of the
most difficult portions of literature, and
those who could appreciate them would
surely be the last to recommend them to
beginners. We cannot help thinkiug, there-
fore, that in many cases the selection is the
result of ignorance and will result in defeat-
ing the very aims of the society. The
objects of the Literary Society we assume
to be educational, and education must pro-
ceed from the simple to the more complex,
whether it be for children or for adults. We
are of opinion that more permanent good
could be accomplished and more interest in
literature awakened if those who direct our
literary societies would accommodate their
subjects to the capacities of the average
member. None of the best members need
suffer for lack of something original to say
or some new points to discover in many a
simple selection from a good author,

SHORT time ago we had occasion to

urge upon some of our students, not
yet subscribers, the necessity of taking and
paying for a copy of the JOURNAL. Strange-
ly enough we were answered in the following
manner : ‘“Well there are two or thrée
copies taken at our boarding house, and we
find them quite sufficient to supply us with
all the reading matter the JourNAL usually
contains.” Now, let us place this answer in
its true light and see what it really means.
Of course we would not think of distorting
these words into anything like an acknow-
ledgement that there was a single student in
our University so dependent as to desire
reading matter at another’s expense, or so
parsimonious as to grudge giving a dollar for
the JournNaL. We have the highest opinion

' possible of the prevailence of College spirit

among our students, and far be it from us



