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Sçjefltjst and yet refuses to admit the con-
clusions ta which he is thereby brough)t. Yet
if w'e take th~e science of the scîentist and
leave his netaphysics alonie there is nothing
inl it which is unwvlolesome.

N OW xvhen nature's verdure lias depart-
ed for a season and ail the outward

lanrdscape is b]eak and cold and barren, that
dry and leafless shrtil) the Iiterary Society,
which bas lain dormant ail1 through the
bright Summiner days, gathers its forces to-
Rether, puts fortlh its fresh green leaves in
ail the subtie shades of the vendant and in a
Surprisirn.]y short time we have a perfect
deluge of'hlossom. Many a waste and de-
Sert Place in Society's domairn is thus made
bo blossom as the rose. And yet there are
Samne tracts in that same domnain which are
Sa waste and so barren that even tlue ruost
iflsigniflic 1 1 t kind of literary plant cannot
find nourishment there. Now let it flot be
éSU'Ppsed that we are about ta scrnd a with-
erifig east wjnd of criticisrni arnong the ten-
d1er shoots of this îiterary growth. Far be
it frn" us ta do that. Rather would xve
expose aur OWfl pages ta the biting blast, if
t'y Sa doing wve cauld ward off destr;uction
fromI the fair field, or shelter one promising
shoot, We are only taa glad ta sce any
Siguls of intellectual life arnong the people,
an'd especially among society people. \Ve
trust, then, that aur intentions will flot he
Tlisufdertd if we venture to ease aur
nuId of a few thoughts suggested by an ob-
servationl ofseveral distinct 'specimens of this
Variety af the tree of knowledge. Nothing

msrore nattiral than that the newly formed
Literary Society, having as its abject thue
Study of gaod literature, should begin with
the vcry highest and subtlest productions
aMang the great masterpieces. Nof unfre.
quently Wve rnay find one or two of these
gane over and dispased af in a single even-
ing. NaWw e have aur doubts as ta xvhether

rnuch goad is ta be derived from an attempt
at such higli fliglits. Not more than a very
fewv persans in an ordinarv societ 'v cati de-
rive any real good froin the study of the
mast difficuit portions of literattî e, an(]
those who could appreciate them would
surely be the last ta recominend themn ta
beginners. \Ve cannot help thinkiug-, tliere-
fore, that in înany cases the selection is the
result of ignorance antI will resuit ini defeat-
ing the very aims af the society. The
abjects of thie Literary Society \ve assume
ta be educational, and e(lucation mtust pro-
ceed froin the simple ta the more complex,
whether it lie fc'r children or for adults. \Ve
ar2 of opinion tliat more permanent good
could be accomiplished and more interest in
literature awakened if those who direct aur
literarv societies would accommodate their
subjects ta the capacities of the average
mnember. Nonre of the best meînbers need
suifer for lack of something orig'inal ta say
or some new Points ta discover' in many a
simple selection from a good author.

A SHORT time aga we had occasion ta
(N.urge upan sarne of aur students, flot

yet subscribers, the necessity of taking and
paying for a copy af the JOURNAL. Strange-
ly enoughi we were ans\vered in tire following
mnner :"\Vell there are twa or three
copies taken at aur boarding hanse, and we
find themi quite sufficient ta supply us with
ail the reading matter the JOURNAL usually
contai1ns." Now, let us place this answer in
its true liglit and see what it really rneans.
0f course we would not think of distorting
these words inta anything like an acknow-
ledgeînent that there was a single student in
aur University sa dependent as ta desire
reading matter at another's expense, or sa
parsimaniaus as ta grudge giving a dollar for
the JOURNAL. We hiave the highest opinion
possible of the prevailence of Callege spirit
among aur students, and far be it from us


