
TIllE WEEK 9)TIE uh 86

successes at Scinda, Auringabad, and Argrun, and th
magnificence of the immortal victory at Assaye-at victor:
which was glorified many years af ter by the genius of the grea
Irish orator Shiel-ali return with realistic vividity il
picture to the mind. And too returns in not less splendi(
colours the sublime, picture of the rapidly unfolding greniu
of the young but gif ted commander, who, after extendin,
the territorie8 of Great Britain into wildernesses whicl, wer(
almost impenetrable to tire tiger, was at length require] tc
returu to bis country to save from the impending calamity
of alien subjection Mie nation which his genius liad madc
great.

Wellesley's return to Englandl in 1805 was contempor.
ary with his future foe's great . undertaking of leading Mhe
arîny of France across the Rhine and into thie central fast.
nesses of Gerrnany. Not yet had the French general's
continental successes discomposed the ardour or subdued Mhe
spirit of even the weakest ainong Englishmnen. In the fol-
lowing year Wellesley entered the Imperial Parliament and
was a member of that body when the tidings of the tremen-
dons defeat of the allies by Bonaparte at tire battie of
Austerlitz hurried the younger William Pitt, broken-hearted,
to an unexpected and untimely grave. In 1807, Wellesley
became Chief Secretary for Ireland-a position which even
then lîad acquired that unfortunate and hated notoriety
which, at a later day, impelled a band of assassins to termi-
nate the office of one of its occupants by a crue]. murder.
For two years he continued to discharge the difficult as wel
as despised duties of his position, but even this brief ter
was on two occasions interrupted-once by tire outhreak of
bostilities in Denmark and once by the commeîncement of
war in the Peninsula. When the two years liad expired,
lie resigned the Secretaryship to enter uipon that undertak-
ing whicb was to terminate but with the vanquishing of a
conqueror whose vast designs were compassed alone by tire
impenetrable barriers of physical impossibility-the ouly
obstacles which were incapable of being overcome by even
the rnyriad resources of human geuius.

ALBER~T R. J. F. lJAAEDlii.

T-he Sta.tistical Y-ear Bookç.

T Oworks lie before me, one a pamphlet of less than thirty
pages, the other a goodly volume of a thousand ; botlî

deal witlî Canadian statistics and bear upon Canad;as future
their inspirationas unlike as their hulk, fitted for notice in one
article by their very contrast. The one is entitled "Our
Best Policy," which is defiued as Ilby constitutional means,
involviug the consent of the Mother Country, to bring about
the union, on fair and bonourable terms, of Canada and the
United States."

The larger volume is pitched in a far different key, and
is "lThe Statistical Year Book of Canada for 1895," full as
its predecessors of valuable information and permeated by
the imperial spirit. For purely census returus tiiere is noth-
ing to add to that which appeared in the issue of the previous
year, and to which attention was then drawn in these coluinus;
the epportunity oflèred by the preseut issue, and the recep-
tien by the samne mail of the pamphlet referred to, will be
taken to note a few thought4 on our Canadian irîterests.
And first some cousiderations of "0cr Best Policy."

Let it be frankly -tated at the outset, standing on the
broad platfornîi of a cominen Christiauity, and recognizing
universally the lirotherhood of man, we should hail with
deliglit the union, on fair and lionourable terns, flot only of
Canada witl tire United States, but also of the entire Anglo-
Saxon-speaking world at the saine time. Yoa, we would wel-
comne as a reality the timne when

-'Mhe war drum throbbed ne longer, and the hattie flags xverc fîîrled
In the parliamnent of inan, the federation of the worldl."

And our little endeavour is to that end. We onily feel that
that end is not te be accomplished by severing the union
that already exists, To our view the way is along the line
of dloser federation of the British (lependencies and flot by
the course urged in the pamphlet. The one facît we l'ave
wîth tire pamphlet is that it is venal in the preseutation. of
miotive. Great and pressing as commercial interests are,
desirable as freedom froin Ecropean entanglements in the
event of war may be, to the noble Mnd. they are highier
considerations; and we should deeply regret the growth of

e a spirit that would barter the Inemories of old, Mie ties that
F' hiud us to a national past, for enhanced commercial privileges
t inerely, or imimunitv from. the responsibilities of war shoîild

1such be forced upon the nation. It may be true that geOe
1graphically there are difliculties ail but insuroera;'le in consoe
3 lidating the Dominion ; but the endeavour to surnilounIt
rdevelops a cliaracter xvhich even on the low plane of survival

of tire fittest will not be hiîider'most in the achiievernents Of
>life. Nor is it by any ineans establishied that in stable pros-

*perity andl true inanhood xve shocici ex en hold our owu b
severlng the ties that bind us still ini loyal love to ietoI'ia's
peerless throne. We gladly turu to the -'Year Book " as less

*pessimistic, and more true to prevailiug sentiment ; and scPý
plement in part ocr notes of February last.

Ou0r loyal statistician bas corrected what may ho Wvel1

deeined an unfair comparison as to Canada's trade and con"
inerce. lThe British Empire is an unity ini its diversity, auld
should for' purposes of companison be so considered if One
would see how far trade follows tire tlag. 'l'o Muis end the
differe-nt parts of the Empire are grouped together, as they
should be, and not separated as they are by our good friends
across the line and their sympathizers. WTe mty tlîus leLiI'
who are our best customners. 0cr exports in round numbers tO
the United States for 1895 were 411milos-t rt
Britain, including lier possessions in th miios pat tof Ge
world, 661 millions ; over 61 te Great Britain proper. And
yet we only imported froin our best customer under 34mi
lions as against 59, from 0cr neighbours. It is, of course,
to be assumed that this disparity was to 0cr advant4tge, 8"..
yet it înay appear to tiiose who desire to draw the wide-
spread parts of the empire more closely together tîîat Much
remains to be done in the cultivation of closi-r trnde rela-
tiens under the fia-, in other words, among ourselves

Perhiaps somne side light may be thrown. on the, free silver
coinage question by the fact that of 157 million dollars' worth
of gold suppliei te the world's market,,89 million camne frorie
under the British fiag ; the United States supplied 40 In"'
lion. On the other baud, the latter country produced 64
million dollars' worth cf silver as against 24 miillion fro'n the
Empire, and 60 million froni Mexico, The possession by
Britain of so large a proportion cf thre -gold fields of the
world may account largely for the warmth attached te the
question of free silver and the Venezuela boundary. Canada
appears te be developing in the production cf the precieus
metal, her average for thre past four years beiug little unider
a million , we have only to hcsband 0cr resources, inake
haste slcwliv, and patiently develop; 0cr future will be
sured, our present ample.

There are many other items cf interest in 0cr IlYear
Bock," but wbo cati condense a condensation cf a tîîousaiîd
pagyes ? This item, bowever, may have interest and suggaest
enquiry. Iu the evemît cf prohibition beccmin1g laW uthCe
question presses a practical statesmnan, front what SOurce
shahl tire deficit to the revenwe früac excise be supplied
If we can credit statistical returns, Canadians smclked Ove'
100 millions cf cigars in 1895. We are in doubt bte
the il million pounds cf tobccco given in the Inland Revenue
report is to be in addition to this or imnclusive. (living ln
smoking fiiends the full benefit cf the doubt, the questionl
suggests itself llHow mnany advocates cf prohibition e
smokers ? And how many cf thein are sufficiently earmlesti
their endeavours to throw in their tobacco bill as; a conltri-
bution towards makiug up the deficit ? As the writer uses

neiter ohaco nr acoholic drinks (not even iii thefrmc
Blood Bitters), lie can calmîîly await reply.

Let te galled jade wince ; our withers are tinwrunlg."
A ]and that can, with a population cf five milon hoaf

icle an expert and import trade cf 225 million dollars,.ra
cf fishieries wortlî 20 million annually; forest and inera
wealth untolfl; with a hardy population ;unrivalled sYst6ils
cf education, and a generally Chiristian toue cf morality;
maywell be cousider-3d a favoured spot, and infuse in 'ie
hearts cf the peo)ple a loyal love for 'l Canada 0cr homle.
Non is thiat home-the less sacred and secure,' nay, thre ratrier
May its hearthstone be esteemred the mucre hallowed, as .et
ail waves the flag that is kissed by the breeze cf every hm
thîe bond cf brotherheod -the Union Jack.

Graveuliurst, Oct. 20, 1896. JOFUN Bmm<TO1N.
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There are ne fewer than 11,000 rooms in tire Fepa
palace, and înany cf thienx nover receive a ray cf sunlight'
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